Centering families, their cultures,
stories, and languages in our classroom

How can my community work
together to help everyone?

Connection to Themes: Community and
Community Helpers

Family-teacher partnerships help both teachers and
families learn and grow so that together they can
help foster children’s healthy development. The
activities below are ideas to engage with families in
your class and share your
cultures, stories, and
language.

Connect Together

We can all be a community helper! How are we
helping each other out in our neighborhood/
community? What is one thing we can do or have
done to help others today? If possible, schedule a

volunteer opportunity to do with a friend from class
or as an entire class, such as a park clean-up day or

canned food drive.

~

Take a picture of your next family outing
(walk in the community, visit to the zoo,
playing with neighbors, etc). Print a
photograph and write a description of how
you connected with each other and the
community. Invite friends from your class
\to join you in your next outing. )

What community art is special to your family? To
your culture? To your community? Send in or text/
email in pictures of art from your community or
home culture. This might be a mural, a sculpture,
or even a song! Invite the

‘ children to discuss
similarities and
differences in
their special art
and the art

I} their friends
) find special.

Share
Connections

Name people in the community that help take
care of others. How might you let them know
they are seen and appreciated?

~

(How is your family connected and helpful
in our community? Let’s connect and share
with each other - either virtually or in the
classroom. How are those connections the
same or different in your hometowns or
home countries? We will share these as a
class to learn more about each other and the
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As you experience more of your community,
point out features of different places so that
your child starts to develop a sense of the
world. Talk with your child about their classroom
community! We are so grateful for all the

ways each child contributes to a classroom
community which helps everyone learn, grown,

and thrive! OCtOber I COX Campus
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