Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book @
N
Class:_Preschool / PreK Theme: Week of: s

Inquiry Questions: What do we celebrate and why? Are there things we all are grateful for?
What can we learn from each other’s celebrations that help us grow?

Focus Words:

Tradition/tradicion (trah-dee-syohn): a special way you do something over and over again/algo que hacemos siempre de la misma manera
Celebrate/celebrar (seh-leh-brahr): to do something special with other people that makes us happy/lo que hacemos con otras personas que nos hace feliz
Variety/variedad (bah-ryeh-dahd): many different kinds of one thing/muchos tipos diferentes de una cosa

Blend/mezclar (mehs-klahr): to put two or more things together to make something/mezclar dos cosas diferentes

Connected/conectado (koh-nehk-tah-doh): everyone matters; our choices change everyone’s lives/cuando nuestras decisiones cambian las vidas de los demas

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?
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Support and Adaptations Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book O
for Dual Language \/"m
Learners Class: Preschool / PreK Theme: Week of: oS

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!

Integrate children’s first languages!

e Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language.

e Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.

e If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who - a colleague, volunteer, or family member - can support you in this effort. Even when the book
is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language.

e Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day.

e Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.

e Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the
pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language.
Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Partner with Families:

Invite families to bring in items or food (store brought and wrapped or perhaps something that can be cooked in the class) that showcase their family’s traditions
and celebrate together, sharing with their friends in the class. Consider asking families if and how they have blended traditions from their home countries to
create new holiday traditions.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day
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Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class: Preschool / PreK Theme:

Week of:

Be creative! Create
your own connected
activities.

Centers:

In a retelling center or
dramatic play area include
other artifacts and pictures
from the holidays and celebrations
children shared earlier in morning
meeting and art activities. They can
work together to create their own
new traditions that blend and
include all of the celebrations
of our friends.

Small Group:
Hanukkah vs. Christmas Graph:

Create a Hanukkah vs. Christmas t-chart
using illustrations from the story. You
could color code each side, (red and green for
Christmas and blue and gold for Hanukkah).

Invite children to compare each of these two
traditions. Encourage children to retell use the
illustrations to retell the story making a third
space above or below the t-chart for children
to blend as they retell the story and think
about other ways traditions can be
blended as we celebrate.

Daddy Christmas &
Hanukkah Mama
by Selina Alko

Family Connection:

Invite families to bring in items
or food (store brought and wrapped
or perhaps something that can be
cooked in the class) that showcase
their family’s traditions and
celebrate together, sharing with
their friends in the class.

Small Group/ Art:

Since many of these
celebrations involve giving
something special to special

people, you could focus on the
word blend in small group and
blend paint together and then
paint something special (a box,
card, etc.) to give as a gift
to a loved one.

illustrate something beside the word that they say

Explain that there are many days that people celebrate
and traditions. Explain that there are a variety of
different ways to celebrate the same holiday, based on our

Ask if they know anyone who celebrates different
traditions than they do. Take note of the variety of
holidays and traditions they mention and discover the
types of decorations that are used, foods that are

Morning Meeting/
Shared Writing:

Ask and/or share with children what
holidays are coming up. Write down their
responses and comments. Ask children to

that represents that holiday.

families, our cultures, and our traditions.

eaten, the season the holiday is in, etc.

*Teacher note: In preparation for our focus
book, be intentional with discussing/
sharing information on Hanukkah
and Christmas.

Art:

Invite children to make
decorations for the variety of
traditions the children celebrate this
time of year. Hang or place decorations
around the classroom. Talk about how there
is such beauty from this variety and that
these celebrations connect us to our families
and what we value and sharing and learning
about them connects us to each other.
Celebrate that your classroom is beautiful
because of each unique person and
all that each child is and brings
to the classroom family.
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