Tips on Creating a Positive Assessment Environment

1. Introduce Yourself

If this is a child’s first time meeting you, they may not feel comfortable. Take the time to
introduce yourself and let them do the same. (i.e. “Hello, my name is Ms. Smith. It’s so nice to
meet you. What's your name?)

2. Explain the Purpose for the Assessment

Tell your students the reason why you are giving the assessment (i.e. “Today you are going to
read some words to me. This will help me know how to support you, so that you can become
an even better reader.”)

3. Practice Ahead of Time

If you have never given the assessment before or you feel like you need to brush up, practice
with another teacher or with your own kids.

4. Create an Organized Space

Prepare a designated assessment area ahead of time. Make sure you have all the materials
you and your students will need to be successful. This can include having enough copies,
technology is working, pencils are sharpened, etc. This makes the experience better for you
and your students.

5. Tell Next Steps

After the assessment is complete, explain to students what will happen next. (i.e. “Thank
you! | am going to take some time to look over your assessment and use this data to place
you in a small group. Afterwards, | will give you a similar assessment every 2 weeks to see
your progress. You will also use this data to track your own progress.”)
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