COX Campus

Read Right from the Start

START Read Planning Template
For use with sophisticated storybooks: books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking.

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story:
Leaves are floating softly, softly down. They make a pile on the ground. Then swish- the wind comes whirling
by- and sends them dancing fo the sky.

Story Title: Fletcher and the Falling Leaves Author: Julia Rawlinson

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd: Children Retell Story
Purpose of Read: Purpose of Read: Purpose of Read:
The name of this book is Fletcher Remember Fletcher the foxe He Do you remember what Fletcher's
and the Falling Leaves. This is had a problem- his favorite free is | problem was? (children share)
Fletcher the fox and he has a turning brown and losing its Now that you know the story so
favorite free. One day, the tfree leaves. He fries to save the leaves i well, | would like for you to help tell
begins to lose its leaves and but the wind and other animals the story. | wonder how Fletcher
Fletcher decides to protect them. | | keep stealing them. | wonder how | feels about the tfree changing at
wonder why he wants fo keep the Fletcher feels when the free loses the end of the story. Let's read to
leaves safe. Let's read and find out. | its leaves and he can’t protect find out.

them all. Let’'s read and find out.

Main Idea: Change can be a good thing even if it doesn’t seem good af first.
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words)

Pg.# Point Act Tell

Bounded- to move by leaping or jumping
Different- not the same

Pg. 2 Fletcher Bounded Favorite- the one he likes more than any
other tree
Worried- to feel or express concern

Pe 3 Mother Autumn- the season between summer

& and winter

Pg. 4 Patted

Pg. 5 Gently Gently- softly, carefully

Pg. 8 Fluttered

Pg.9 Whirled Rushed- in a hurry

Pg. 11 Squirrel

Pg. 12 Porcupine Plucking Plucking- to pull out or pick

Pg. 13- Flock of birds Swooped Fluttered- to fly quickly
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Pg. 17 Bare branches Bare- empty; nothing left

Pg. 18 Firmly- not moving easily

Pg. 21 Cozy- comfortable

Pe. 22 Dawn- the first light of the morning or
& beginning of the day

Pg. 23 Icicles Beautiful- very pretty

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your
reads and throughout the day. Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”:

1. Concerned- to be worried about something or someone

2. Comfort- to make someone feel better

3. Protect- to take care of something and keep it safe

4. Disappointed-to be mad about something

5. Relieved-to not be worried anymore, to feel better when something hard is over
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Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes
and place on the back cover and inside your book. Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these
notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note.

Pg. 15t Read Think Alouds Pg. 2"d Read Think Alouds 34 Read Think Alouds
2 ]st 2 2nd Choose a few pages of the
Fletcher is worried, or Fletcher is probably thinking, book that include significant
concerned, because his “What is happening fo my favorite | events.
favorite tfree looks so different. free? | hope it will be okay.” He is Use the following scaffolds
(Flip fo the picture before fitle concerned because he doesn't to elicit responsegs from the
page) Before, it had a lot of understand why it looks dry and children in your class:
green leaves. brown.
What's happening here?
3 ]st
I'm thinking that this must be How does
Fletcher’s first Autumn (or Fall). feel/think about that?
He does not know that leaves
furn brown in Au’rum.n. His Support the children in
mother Knows thT s your class and verbally
happening so she is not prompt them to use
concerned. She is not worried. vocabulary previously
4 1t 2na ) modeled in the 15t & 2™
Fletcher rushed back to | can tell Fletcher really loves his Reads.
comfort the tree- He wants to free because of the way he is
make it feel better. When we comforting it affer his mom told
comfort someone we say kind him not to worry.
words and sometimes we pat
them or hug them.
5 ]st 2nd
I'm thinking that he caught the He is thinking, "I will protect this leaf
leaf gently because he wants and keep it safe.”
to protect it- he wants to keep
it safe.
7 2nd
When he tells the free not to worry,
| can tell he wants to comfort the
tfree. He wants to make to make it
feel better.
]st
Fletcher is trying to save and
protect the leaves as they fall.
8 I'm thinking that he doesn’t
understand that leaves fall off
of frees during Autumn. He is
concerned and thinks the free
needs to be fixed.
]st
9 Fletcher has a problem: He ?

wants to protect the leaves,
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but too many are falling! There
are so many leaves and only
one Fletcher.

]ST
Oh no. Fletcher cannot save

and protect the leaves no
matter how hard he tries. The

2nd Fletcher is feeling disappointed,
or very upset now, because he
thinks the wind, squirrel and

12 squirrel and the porcupine 12 . .
porcupine are stealing the leaves
have good reasons to use the :
and he really wants to protect his
leaves but Fletcher cannot .
. favorite tfree.
understand. He is very
concerned about his tree.
]st
Fletcher thinks that the
problem is solved- the birds put 2nd | bet Fletcher feels relieved- or
the leaves back in the free so less concerned after the birds help.
14 he thinks he does not need to 14 He had not been able to protect
be concerned anymore. But | the leaves by himself. | think he
don't think the leaves will stay feels comforted when he falls
in the branches because they asleep. He is feeling better.
are no longer attached- or
connected. Let’s see...
]st
More and more leaves are
falling but Fletcher doesn’t
16 .
know- he is fast asleep. |
wonder what will happen
when he wakes up...
]st
Fletcher is surprised to see the
18 bare branches but he is sfill
frying to comfort the tfree and
protect the last leaf.
]st
Fletcher is so concerned about 2nd
his tree that he is having a Poor Fletcher- he is so
21 hard time sleeping. Sometimes 21 disappointed, or upset. He must be
when we are too worried thinking, "I tfried so hard to protect
about something, we fthink my tree but now it’s all alone with
about it at night instead of no leaves.”
sleeping.
]st
What a beautiful surprise! His 2
. : S . He feels relieved and happy to
free is now filled with icicles .
. know that the tree is okay! Now he
23 instead of leaves. Even 23

though the tree looks
beautiful, at first Fletcher is still
concerned- he wants to make

understands that change can be
good even when it doesn’'t seem
good af first.
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sure the tree is okay because it
looks so different. But now |
think he finally understands
that trees change during
different seasons and that the
free is okay.

Ask

Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that

you stated before reading.

Ask: 15t Read

Ask: 2nd Read

Ask: 3rd Read

Why did Fletcher want to
protect the leaves? (Why did
he want to keep them safe?)

Possible answers:

e He was concerned
about the free and
wanted to fix it.

e He wanted to comfort
the tfree and make it
feel better.

e He promised the tree
that he would save its
leaves.

e He didn't want the
tfree to change.

How did Fletcher feel when
he couldn’t protect the
leaves?

Possible answers:

e He felt disappointed
because he wanted
to fix the free.

e He was upset because
the wind, squirrel and
porcupine were
stealing the leaves.

e He was concerned
because the free
would be alone.

How did Fletcher feel about
the free changing atf the end
of the story?

Possible answers:

e He understood that
tfrees change during
Autumn.

e Now he knows that
change can be a
good thing.

e Heisn't concerned or
worried anymore.

e He thought the tree
was beautiful.

e He wasrelieved.

e He was happy.

Respond

Scaffold children’s responses by:

e Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads)

Restating their responses in a more complex sentence
Using proper grammar & syntax
Modeling rich vocabulary

Main Idea

Change can be a good thing even if it doesn’t seem good at first.

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension

activities). For Example:
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Dramatic Play: Create a puppet stand, add props from the read, and assist children in retelling the
story. Be sure to support them using the focus vocabulary: concern, protect, and comfort, then ask them
the ‘why’ question at the end. Some suggested props: leaves, tree with green leaves, tree with bare
branches, tree with ice/snow on branches; provide hand puppet or picture of Fletcher, his mother, the
squirrel and porcupine.

Writing Center: Graphing activity-place a picture of three trees representing summer, fall, and winter
on a large piece of paper. Discuss the seasons and how Fletcher learned why trees change with the
seasons. Next, discuss as weather gets cooler, we wear warm clothes to protect ourselves from the cold.
Ask children which is their favorite season and why? Then, allow children to write their name under the
column they choose. Lastly, have children draw pictures of the season they selected.

Small Groups: Leaf matching alphabet knowledge activity (for letters already introduced during large
group)-provide leaf cut outs for children to match the uppercase lettered leaf to the lowercase lettered
leaf. You can also leaf match numbers to quantity by placing a certain amount of dots on one leaf and the
corresponding number on the other.

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted.
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox
Campus.

e  Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read?
e When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?

Supports e Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?

for Dual — A connected Focus Word Visual set is available in the Cox Campus Resource Library.

Language

Learners e How do you say these focus words in the home language? (Spanish below)

[ ]

Concerned: preocupado (pray-oc-ew-pah-dough)

Comfort: consolar (con-soul-ar)

Protect: proteger (pro-tah-hair)

Disappointed: decepcionado (deh-sep-see-oh-nah-dough)

Relieved: aliviado(a) (ah-leave-ee-ah-dough)

e Props: Be creative and use items that you have that will help children understand the story.
Suggestions: dry leaves (different colors), paper cut out of a fox

uhrhoONE
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