
 

 

Chaining Teaching Routine 
 

 Routine:   

• Dictate the first word in the chain, e.g., “can”. Say, “Say can,” and have students 
echo back. 

• Say, “Tap it.” Have students orally segment the sounds in the word using Elkonin 
boxes, counters or finger tapping.  
Say, “Write it.” Have students write it in the designated place on their dry erase 
boards.  

• Say, “Read it.” Have students read the word back.  
• Prompt students to change the word to the next word in the chain. For example, 

have students change “can” to “man.”  
• Say, “What letter says /k/? Take away /k/. Add /m/. Read it. What word?”  
• Proceed with the rest of the chaining list. 
• Switch up the prompts from encoding to decoding.  

o Say, “Change /n/ to /t/. What word is it now?”   
o Or, “Change this word from pen to pet. What letter will you change?” 
o Or,  "If that makes my mouth say /man/, can you make it say /pan/?”  

• Incorporate questioning into the routine to maximize instructional time. Tailor and 
vary the questions to what your students need. For example:  

o Ask students to produce the sound of one of the graphemes in the word.  
o Ask students to isolate the beginning, medial or ending sound.  
o Ask, what says ____?  
o Say, circle the ____ (vowel, ending sound, specific sound/pattern they are 

working on, suffix or prefix)  

Teacher Tips: 

• You can use whiteboards or moveable grapheme tiles. Whatever you use, it’s 
helpful to include printed sound boxes and arrows to show directionality and 
assist with segmenting and blending. Check out the resources for our printable 
chaining mats with Elkonin boxes. Stick them in page protectors for instant 
whiteboards.  

• Take time and care to teach students the chaining routine so that they can do it 
automatically.  Think about how they’ll get the materials, how they’ll use them 
during the routine, how you’ll signal choral or individual responses, expectations 
for writing the words, and how they’ll clean up. 


