
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Besos for Baby
Baby/bebé (beh-beh)
Mommy/mami (mah-me)
Daddy/papi (pah-pee)
Kisses/besos (beh-sohs)
Love/amor (ah-mohr)

Families (Babies Everywhere)
Family/familia (fah-mee-lyah): group of people who take care of and love each other/ grupo de personas que se cuidan y se aman
Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): give things to others/ dar nuestras cosas a otros
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs): doing things with others/ hacer cosas con otros

Inquiry Questions:  What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families:
Ask families about their family members. What names do they call their family members (Mommy/Mami/Mama; Grandpa/Granddaddy/Abuelo; etc.) Ask families 
to send in pictures of their families to display around the classroom. 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from Besos for Baby & Families (Babies Everywhere): Baby/bebé (beh-beh), Mommy/mami (mah-me), Family/familia (fah-mee-lyah)
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Block 
Area: 

Invite children to play with 
small play people in the block 

area. Have conversations with the 
child as they play. See what focus 

words you can use.

Song/
Fingerplay:

I love you (name). 
Oh yes I do. I love you 

(name), oh yes it’s true. When 
you’re not with me I miss 

you, oh (name), I love you! 
(yes I do!- kissing sound!) 

Morning 
Transition: 

During drop off greet 
the children by saying their 

name. When the family member 
departs, encourage the children 

to say goodbye and include: “Bye 
mommy/daddy/grandpa, I will 

have a great day at school.”

Family 
Connection:

Ask families to bring in 
pictures of their families. Post 

pictures in the classroom at eye level/
close to floor level for infants. Point to 
pictures and name each family member 
(Baby, Mommy, Daddy, etc.)  Encourage 

children to blow kisses to their family 
members and send love to the pictures 

of their family during the day.

Art:

Handprint Family 
Tree - Paint each child’s 

hand and help them to create a 
handprint. After it dries, write the 
child’s name in the middle and the 

name of each family member on the 
fingers. Cut the handprints out and 

use it has the leaves on a tree.

*You can also count the fingers 
on the artwork.
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