
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Non-Fiction Text Structures 
The text structure is how the information in a text is organized for the reader. 

Text Structure Description Signal Words Graphic Organizer 

Cause/Effect 

Explains how one 
thing results in 
another. 

Is this explaining WHY 
something happened? 

Check Yourself: 
Did (cause) result in 
(effect) happening? 

• If/Then 

• Because of 

• Due to 

• This is why 

• So 

Compare/Contrast 

Presents similarities 
and differences. 

Is this explaining how 
things are alike or 
different? 

• Different, 
unlike, but 
however 

• Alike, similar, 
both, all 

Descriptive 

Describes a topic with 
a set of characteristics 
or facts. 

Is this describing 
something? 

• For example 

• Another ____ is 

• Such as 

• Adjectives 

Problem/Solution 

Identifies a problem 
and offers a plan to 
solve it. 

Is this telling me how a 
problem was solved? 

• Because of 

• Therefore 

• As a result 

• Solve 

• So/Then… 

Sequence/ 
Chronological 

Presents a sequence of 
events or list of steps. 

Is there an order to 
this topic? 

• First, Next, 
Last, Finally 

• Before, After 

• Dates, Years 




