Centering families, their cultures,
stories, and languages in our classroom

Family-teacher partnerships help both teachers and families learn and grow so that together
they can help foster children’s healthy development. The activities below are ideas to

engage with families in your class and share your cultures, stories, and language.

How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice,
and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected,

more beautiful, more joyful, and more just?

Why do we make art?
How can art help us to feel joy, to be
connected, to encourage and inspire
ourselves and others?

Connection to Themes:
Art

How can we use art to change the world?

Connect Together
Take a walk around your community and see what
artistic images you can find around you. Look at
the clouds in the sky and the swirls in the tree
bark. Bring a piece of paper and a crayon so you
can do “rubbings” of fun patterns. Point out beauty
in everything around you and encourage your
child to do the same. How many different colors
can you find? What patterns do you see? Look at
L the ripples that appearin a
puddle when you jump
into it. Stare at the
clouds in the sky
and use your
imagination
to find fun
shapes
together.
Invite a
family from
your child’s
class to join
you on the
art walk.

Share Connections in the Classroom
/Is there an item that your child loves to play )
with and pretend? Take a picture of your
child with the object that they love and use
for different purposes (i.e. a pasta spoon as
a tool for catching and throwing, a box that
they have built as a rocket ship, etc.) Send
the photo to school. We will display and talk
about the pictures of the children tapping
into the potential of these items in creative,

interesting, and fabulous ways.

J

Art is everywhere! Even in our clothing. Bring
an article of clothing/send in a picture of a piece
of clothing that is unique to the family or to the
child. Describe why this clothing is special.
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Make art together as a family. Be creative.
Paint something specific or paint freely. Talk
with each other about what you are doing.
How is the moment special for you? Share

. your artwork with the class - send it to
bchool, so that we can hang in on our art wall. )
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