
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Unique/singular o extraordinario: (seeng-goo-lahr) (ehks-trah-ohr-dee-nah-ryoh): different and special/diferente, muy especial

Celebrate/celebrar (seh-leh-brahr): to do something special with other people that makes us happy/lo que hacemos con otras personas que nos hace feliz 

Proud/orgulloso(a) (ohr-goo-yoh-soh): happy with yourself, feeling really happy for something good that you have done or about something good someone you 
love has done/feliz contigo mismo, sentirse realmente feliz por algo bueno que has hecho, o por algo bueno que alguien a quien quieres ha hecho

Community/comunidad (koh-moo-nee-dahd): people who take care of and help each other/personas que se cuidan y se ayudan

Tradition/tradición (trah-dee-syohn): a special way you do something over and over again/algo que hacemos siempre de la misma manera 

Main Idea: Sharing our family celebrations with others helps us learn and grow closer.

Inquiry Questions:  What do we celebrate and why? Are there things we all are grateful for? 
What can we learn from each other’s celebrations that help us grow?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
Invite and welcome family members to come and share traditions and celebrate special days important to them. Ask each family to send in a picture or clothing or 
something they use for that celebration and talk about it with the class. Some families have traditions for Christmas, Diwali, Ramadan…. How do families celebrate 
their family traditions in our communities? When family members come, be sure children are prepared to welcome them into the classroom community.
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Celebrations/
Connections/Math: 

Together with children make a class tally 
and graph about holidays that children 

celebrate. Talk together about what children 
love about those celebrations and notice 

things that they have in common and ways 
that their celebrations are different. You 

might notice that many involve gathering, 
lights and candles in the dark winter 

nights, and gratitude and hope.

Morning Meeting:

What is a holiday, why do we 
celebrate them? Do you have a 
special day? How do you get to 

know someone better?

Emergent Writing/Art: 

Make a “Favorite Day booklet.” 

Ask children, “What is your favorite 
day of the year? What special things do 

you do on that day to celebrate?” 

Invite children to draw 2 or 3 things they 
do on that special day. (If needed, prompt 

them with questions: “who do you 
celebrate with, what do you eat on 

that day, what do you wear?”

Small Group:

Invite children to create 
mini traditions book 

showcasing the ways they 
celebrate this time of year 

and share with class in 
large group.

Art/SEL:

Make a class mural about the 
celebrations you have talked 

about throughout the week, and 
invite children to paint or draw 

how they feel during those special 
celebrations and days. How do they 

feel when they learn about each 
other and what is important to 

others in their classroom 
family?

Family Connection:

Use the Family Culture and 
Language Survey and All about Me 
and My Family documents to learn 

more about each child and family and 
their unique culture, values, interests, 

and traditions. (Documents can be 
found on CoxCampus.org in the 

resource library.) 

Our Favorite Day of the Year
by A. E. Ali

https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/family-culture-and-language-survey-fillable/
https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/family-culture-and-language-survey-fillable/
https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/all-about-me-and-my-family-fillable/
https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/all-about-me-and-my-family-fillable/

