
Morning Meeting

Welcome all children, foster a sense of community, and build language!

Beginning each day with a joyful good morning song welcomes each child and celebrates the upcoming day 
with his school family. This is the perfect time to engage in responsive interactions, build trusting and
positive relationships, and model language. Daily routines and rituals help children develop trust and a 
sense of security at school. They learn they can count on these times for loving and caring interactions with 
the significant people in their lives. Starting the day with such joyful interactions with friends and teachers 
gives children a sense of belonging to the group and sends these messages: I am an important person in this 
group of friends and teachers. My presence matters a lot. When I am not here, I am missed. My interests, 
my family, my culture, and my language are always honored.

Possible Activities Purpose What do you do?
FOR ALL CHILDREN:
Sing Songs

• Sing good morning songs  
 with children

 

• Select at least one day a  
 week for singing songs in  
 children’s home languages

 
 

• Welcome all children
• Recognize each child as an   
 individual
• Establish a morning routine
• Build a sense of community

• Respond to children’s love
for things they know by
repeating the same good  
morning songs

	
	 		
	

• Respond to children’s home  
 languages and cultures by

including songs and
greetings in their home
languages

		

	
	
	

• As the year goes on and   
 as children’s language grows,

teach new songs	
• Find ways to use children’s

names in the songs you sing	



Morning Meeting

Engage in Conversations through 
Responsive Interactions

• Acknowledge each child’s   
 presence
• Call attention to who is here   
 and to those who are not
• Make eye contact with all   
 children
• Use a joyful and loving voice   
 along with positive facial   
 expressions
• Use child- -directed speech
• Pair gestures with spoken   
 words
• Acknowledge and give    
 meaning to all children’s   
 attempts to communicate
• Support children’s home   
 language
• Model and support

children’s use of new words	

• Communicate to each child   
 that they are an important   
 member of their school

family	

• Greet each child by name
• Recognize birthdays or other   
 events, like a new baby

sister or brother	
• Notice friends who are here   
 by cheering or clapping for   
 each child
• Call children’s attention to   
 friends or teachers who are   
 not here and wish them well   
 by blowing them a kiss

Examples:
• “Maria is not here at school   
 today. She is home with her

 mommy because she is sick.
 Let’s all wish her well by   
 blowing her a kiss.” (model
 blowing a kiss)

• Sing “We Wish you Well” to
 children who are absent   
 (same tune as “Happy
 Birthday”)

We wish you well
We wish you well
We hope you come back 
soon
Because we miss you so

• Call attention to children’s   
 home languages

Example:
• Today we are going to sing   
 the Itsy Bitsy Spider in

 Spanish. That is the
 language that Roberto
 speaks at home.

Introduce the Day
(For Older Toddlers)

• Go over key parts of the day   
 using a daily schedule

 (for children’s use)
• Tell children about any

 special events or changes in   
 schedule

NOTE: Calendar is not a meaningful 
activity for toddlers. They’re not yet 
able to understand it.

• Help children understand how   
 print is used to share a

message	
• Help children understand the   
 order of their day

• Post a schedule that includes   
 main parts of the day (Morning

 Meeting, Centers, Small
 Groups, Playground, Lunch,
 Naptime, Snack). Include
 photos next to name of each   
 activity. Include the names of
 the activities in the children’s   
 home languages.

• Refer to the schedule as you
 talk about what is going to   
 happen each day.




