
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: Oh, do you know the Pizza Man, the Pizza man, the Pizza man, 

 

Story Title: Little Red Hen Makes a Pizza          Author: Philemon Sturges 
State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: The Little Red Hen 
must be making some pizza. I bet she 
could use some help. It looks like her 
friends are playing. I wonder if they 
will help her. Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Remember that the 
Little Red Hen was making a pizza, but 
her friends are too busy to help her. I 
wonder how she feels about her 
friends not helping. Let’s read and find 
out. 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
the story so well, I would like you to 
help tell the story. I wonder why the 
Little Red Hen continued to be kind 
to her friends, even when they chose 
not to be helpful. Let’s read and find 
out. 

Main Idea: Good friends continue to be kind to their friends, no matter what. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 1 
Little Red Hen, tomato 

sauce 
Sipped 

Spied- saw something really quickly 
Lovely- nice looking; beautiful 

Pg. 2 Pans  Rummaged- looked through things 

Pg. 3 Duck, dog, cat   

Pg. 4   Fetch- to get 

Pg. 5 
Beans and rice, sugar and 
spices, jars of jam, pickled 

eggplant 
 

 

Pg. 6 Window   

Pg. 8   Supermarket- grocery store 

Pg. 9 Fridge, cheeses   

Pg. 10   Mozzarella- cheese that you put on pizza 

Pg. 14  
Stirred, kneaded, 

pounded 
 

Pg. 15  Tossed  

Pg. 16   Topping- what you put on top of the pizza crust 

Pg. 18  Smell  

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. Borrow- to take and use something from another person that you will return later 
2. Generous- freely giving or sharing important things 
3. Refuse- to say you will not do something 
4. Frustrated-angry and upset 
5. Ingredient- one of the things that you use to make a food 



 

 

 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 

place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes 

directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 
1 

I’m thinking she got the idea to make 
pizza when she saw the tomato 

sauce, since it is an ingredient for 
pizza. 

Pg. 
3 

I bet the Little Red Hen feels a little 
disappointed that her friends won’t help 

her. 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 1 
Pg. 2 
Pg. 3 
Pg. 9 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 13 
Pg. 14 
Pg. 16 
Pg. 17 
Pg. 19 
Pg. 21 
Pg. 24 
Pg. 26 
Pg. 27 
 
 

Pg. 
2 

Since the Little Red Hen doesn’t 
have the pan she needs, she asked to 

borrow one from her friends. 

Pg. 
11 

She must feel frustrated that she has to 
go to the store one more time, especially 

since her friends won’t help her. 

Pg. 
9  

I predict that she will ask her 
friends for help because that’s 

what she has done every time she 
needs something.  

Pg. 
13 

I think that the Little Red Hen is a very 
good friend because she continues to be 
kind to her friends even though they are 

not helpful. 

Pg. 
13 

Every time the Little Red Hen asks, 
her friends refuse to help. This is a 
problem. I think friends should help 

one another. I wonder what the Little 
Red Hen will do. 

Pg. 
14 

The Little Red Hen must feel pleased with 
herself because she has done the work to 

make the pizza all by herself. 

Pg. 
14  

I’m noticing that the Little Red Hen 
solves her problem by doing things 

herself. Every time her friends refuse 
to help her, she just does everything 

by herself. 

Pg. 
17 
 

Again, the Little Red Hen acts like a good 
friend. She continues to be kind to her 

friends even though they choose not to 
be helpful. 

Pg. 
16 

I wonder why the Little Red Hen’s 
friends won’t help her. They seem to 
be busy eating ice cream, listening to 
music, playing ball, and playing in the 
water. They are just thinking about 

having fun, not helping their friend. I 
bet she is frustrated with them. 

Pg. 
21 

The Little Red Hen looks surprised that 
the pizza is so large. She may be thinking, 
“I didn’t know it would be so big! Now I 
have enough to share with my friends!” 

Pg. 
19  

I think her friends can smell the pizza 
cooking. 

Pg. 
24 

The Little Red Hen is a very kind and 
generous friend. She shared the pizza that 
she worked so hard to make even though 

they wouldn’t help her. 

Pg. 
24 

I think the Little Red Hen is a very 
generous friend, since she shares her 
pizza even though her friends did not 

help her make it. 

Pg. 
26  

The friends must feel very thankful to 
have such a good friend. To show the 

Little Red Hen how thankful they are they 
are doing the dishes to help her. They 

know she was kind to share her pizza and 
now they want to do something kind for 

her. 

Pg. 
27  

I think the friends must have realized 
what a good friend the Little Red 
Hen was, so they decided to be 
helpful. Now she can relax after 

working so hard. 

Pg.   



 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you stated 
before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 
Why did the Little Red Hen’s 
friends decide to help her in the 
end? 

How do you think the Little Red 
Hen felt when her friends were 
not willing to help her? Why? 

Why did the Little Red Hen 
continue to be kind to her friends 
even when they were not helpful 
to her? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 

 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea Good friends continue to be kind to their friends, no matter what. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Set up a dramatic play pizza shop! Children can take turns playing as customers, pizza 
makers, servers, and cashiers. 
Art Center: Have tan circles cut out of construction paper to represent pizza crust. Allow the children to 
cut out different ingredients and glue them on their pizzas.  
Small Groups: Practice measuring, fine motor skills, and trying new things as you make mini pizzas 
together. 

 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 



 

 

 
 
 

 


