
 

START Read Planning Template 

For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Story Title: The Puddle Pail                           Author: Elisa Kleven 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: This blue crocodile’s 
name is Ernst.  He is collecting puddles 
in his pail. He won’t be able to keep 
them forever, so he needs a way to 
remember the reflections he sees in 
the water. Let’s read to find out what 
he does. 

Purpose of Read: Even though Ernst’s 
brother tried to convince him to 
collect other things, Ernst did not 
change his mind. I wonder how he felt 
when he found what he wanted to 
collect. Let’s read and find out. 
 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
this story so well, I would like for you 
to help tell the story. I wonder why 
Ernst was so determined to collect 
puddles? Let’s read to find out. 
 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of their two words 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 2 
pail skipped, stamped, 

drumming 
collect-to gather or pick up from lots of places 
pail - bucket 

Pg. 3 
rocks, feathers  collection – a group of things that are alike in some 

way that you gather and keep together 
interesting – holds your attention 

Pg. 5 
seahorse  seahorse- a small fish that has a head shaped like a 

horse 

Pg. 7 starfish   

Pg. 8 
  watered – drooling because something sounds so 

tasty 

Pg. 10 bottle cap   

Pg. 11  scooped  

Pg. 14 
striped, diamond, square, 

flowered 
 reflection – like when you see yourself in a mirror 

Pg. 16 
  smooth- slick, it doesn’t have any bumps on it 

slippery – hard to hold onto it, slides out of your 
hands 

Pg. 17 
seashells, feathers, rocks, 

seaweed, 
marble, nutshell, dinosaur 

 announced – told others out loud 

Pg. 18  peered ordinary – average, plain, not good or bad 

Pg. 25   proud – very pleased 

Pg. 28 
 second (snap fingers) shadow – when light shines on something making a 

dark shape 

Pg. 29  fluttered fluttered – moved with quick motions 



 

Focus Tier 2:   Vocabulary (words not included in the story but related to use throughout your reads and throughout the 
day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”): 
1. annoyed- bothered by someone or something 
2. fascinated- very interested in something 
3. solution- an answer to a problem 
4. determined- to keep working at something until you get what you want; to not give up 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 

and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut/taping these 

notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to run your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

pg. 7 I think Ernst wants to collect 
clouds and stars because he 

is fascinated by them. 
pg. 7 

I bet Ernst is thinking, “I am fascinated 
by clouds and stars. I wish I could 

collect them.” 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?”  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
 
Pg. 7 
Pg. 8 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 12 
Pg. 16 
Pg.  18 
Pg. 20 
Pg. 21 
Pg. 24 
Pg. 25 
Pg. 28 
 

 

pg. 8 Sol wants Ernst to collect 
“real things”. I think that Sol 
wants Ernst to collect things 

he can put in his pail. 
pg. 11 

Ernst wants to collect puddles because 
they are beautiful, and tries to figure 
out how, but Sol rolled his eyes and 
left to go to the beach. Sol seems 

annoyed at his brother. 

pg. 12 Ernst wants to collect 
puddles and tries to figure 
out how, but Sol rolled his 
eyes and left to go to the 

beach. I think he is annoyed 
with Ernst. 

pg. 16 

He was happy to see all the different 
patterns in the puddles. He must have 

been thinking, “I am having a 
wonderful time collecting puddles!” 

Ernst is determined to have a 
collection. 

pg. 20 I think Ernst sees the 
reflection of the clouds in his 

pail. Maybe he found a 
solution to collect clouds! 

pg. 18 

Sol says this is the weirdest collection. 
He does not understand why his 

brother would want to collect water. 

pg. 21 At night, stars collected in 
the puddle pail – it was a 
reflection from the sky. 

pg. 21 

You can see Ernst smiling because the 
reflections of all of his favorite things 
are showing up in his puddle pail as a 

reflection from the sky. 

pg. 24 Ernst used the leftover water 
to paint pictures of the 

reflections he had seen in his 
puddle pail. Ernst is 

determined to have a 
collection.  

pg. 25 

Ernst was proud and happy because 
he loved his new beautiful painting 

collection. He found a solution to his 
collecting problem. 

pg. 28 I see that Ernst collected a 
shadow in his pail. When the 

butterfly flew over Ernst’s 
pail it cast a shadow for just 

a second. 
pg. 28 

Sol is frustrated again and tells Ernst 
he can’t collect things he can’t touch 

but Ernst says, “Yes, I can!” He is 
probably thinking, “I can make 

paintings of the shadows, just like I 
made paintings of the reflections!” 



 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that 
you stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 
Why did Ernst make a painting 

collection? 
How did Ernst feel when he 

found something he wanted to 
collect? 

Why did Ernst collect puddles? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  
 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 
 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea 
What is beautiful to you is important because, “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder”.  That means that 
people have different ideas about what is beautiful. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).   
For Example:   
Art Center: provide bins of water indoors or outdoors and have children paint the reflections 
they see in the water 
Science: take children outside to look for shapes in the clouds, follow up with a lesson about 
what clouds are actually made of  
Morning Meeting: allow children to bring in and share their own collections 

 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
   

 
 



 

 


