
 

   

 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 

Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: Who’s That: Arctic Animals Author: Tad Carpenter 

Tune-In Example 

Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 

interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 

You can use an owl or fox puppet (or any other arctic 

animal puppet that you have on hand or create yourself) 

to sing the “Good morning” song to your toddlers. This 

will engage their interest and connect them with the book. 

The lyrics to one good morning song follows: “Good 

morning, (child’s name), Good morning, (child’s name), 

Good morning, (child’s name), We’re glad you came to 

school!” 

Introduce the Book 

Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 

Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.  

The name of this book is Arctic Animals. Look! These are 

all artic animals! Arctic animals live where it is really cold 

and snowy. Let’s read and find out what kinds of animals 

live in the snow! 

Promote Language 

Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 

Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 

Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 

Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what happens next.”  

Adaptations for DLL:   

1. Introduce the book in home, or first, language first, 2. Provide visual cues (pictures, prop, etc.), 3. Translate key 

vocabulary in children’s home language and make connections between home, or first, language throughout the story 

whenever possible. 4. Refer to page 2 for DLL planning information. 

 

 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

1,2 
Feathers, Eyes, 

Owl 

“Who’s that?” (shrug) 

All the way around 

(turn head) 

 

A snowy owl is the same color as 

the snow! She blends into the 

snow – she is the same color as 

Guiding questions to consider: 

What will you do to tune in and engage the 

child/children with this book? 

 

What will you say to introduce this book? 

 



 

   

 

the snow, and no one can see 

her. 

3,4 Water, Ice, Seal “Who’s that?”, Barks  Fur- Hair 

I see the seals, laying around on 

the ice and eating fish! I’m 

thinking they like to live where it 

is so cold, or freezing, because 

they are Arctic animals. 

5,6 Bushy tail, Fox 
“Who’s that?”, Quick 

(move hand quickly) 

Sly - sneaky 

Bushy- very big 

and hairy 

I think that this Arctic fox blends 

into the snow, just like the owl. 

See, he’s the same color as the 

snow, so he blends in, so you 

cannot see the fox.  

7,8 Walrus, Tusks 

“Who’s that?”, 

Mustache (point to 

upper lip) 

Tusks- long teeth 

I see that this walrus loves to sit 

on the ice! BRRR, I bet that it’s 

freezing, really cold! But he’s an 

Arctic animal, so he likes it when 

it is really cold! 

9,10 Paws, Polar bear 
“Who’s that?”, Smell 

(sniff air) 
 

Look, the polar bears blend in 

too! They are the same color as 

the snow and the ice – white! I 

see that they like to eat fish, just 

like the seals. 

11,12 Antlers, Reindeer 

“Who’s that?”, 

Run fast (move arms 

and feet quickly) 

 

Oh, a reindeer is an Arctic animal 

too. But he likes to eat plants, 

not fish like the polar bears and 

seals. 

13,14 Party “Who’s that?”  

 How fun! All the Arctic animals 

are having a polar party! I think 

that they are having a really 

great time, playing in the snow 

and ice together. Brrrr, what a 

cold, freezing party 

Summarize (after you read) 

(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

Say “We just read about animals that live in the Arctic! Let’s 

look back and see what animals were hiding in the story” 

 

Encourage children to point to pictures or use key vocabulary 

to name pictures.  

 

Suggested Pages 

for Summarizing 

 

Pg. 1,2 

Pg. 5,6 

Key Vocabulary 

 

1. Freezing – very cold 



 

   

 

Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants and 

young toddlers. Such as “What does it feel like in the Arctic?” 

(cold) or “Where is the fox?” 

 

For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions about 

events, characters’ actions or feelings. One example for this 

book could be: “Why is the owl white?” 

Respond to child’s answers by promoting language. 

Pg. 7,8 

Pg. 13,14  

 

2. Blend - to not be seen 

because it is the same color 

as the things around it 

3. Arctic - a place where it 

is very cold and snowy 

 

Adaptations for DLLs 

(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 

Read the book with DLLs in their home language. If you don’t speak the home language(s), who will you ask 

to read the book with children in their home language(s)? A family member? A community volunteers? Other 

staff? _______________________________________________ 

What book-related words will you learn in the children’s home language(s) to help them make connections 

across languages?  Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish: 

 Freeze- Congelar (kohng-heh-lahr)

 Blend – Mezclarse (mehs-klahr-she)

 

 

What props or materials will you use? _____________________________________________ 

Additional supports for this book:   
 

Remember: 

*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s 

connections) 

*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book 

* 

 


