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Small Group Writing in Preschool and Pre-K	
  

Writing	
  a	
  Recipe-­‐	
  (Science)	
  

After	
  participating	
  in	
  a	
  cooking	
  activity	
  (such	
  as	
  making	
  banana	
  pudding)	
  children	
  would	
  
write	
  the	
  steps	
  for	
  preparing	
  the	
  dish.	
  Prior	
  to	
  writing	
  the	
  steps,	
  the	
  following	
  
instructional	
  activities	
  would	
  have	
  been	
  provided	
  by	
  the	
  teacher:	
  

1. Introduce	
  a	
  simple	
  4-­‐	
  step	
  written	
  recipe	
  that	
  includes	
  illustrations	
  
2. Discuss	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  a	
  recipe	
  and	
  demonstrate	
  why	
  the	
  written	
  steps	
  are	
  

necessary	
  to	
  follow	
  a	
  recipe	
  (print	
  carries	
  a	
  message)	
  
3. Model	
  preparing	
  the	
  steps	
  for	
  making	
  the	
  dish	
  using	
  the	
  written	
  steps	
  of	
  the	
  

recipe	
  
4. Encourage	
  children	
  to	
  orally	
  describe	
  the	
  process	
  in	
  order	
  
5. Provide	
  a	
  template	
  for	
  writing	
  and	
  illustrating	
  the	
  steps	
  in	
  order	
  (see	
  attached)	
  
6. 	
  Children	
  illustrate	
  the	
  steps	
  in	
  order	
  (with	
  teacher’s	
  support)	
  
7. With	
  teacher’s	
  support,	
  children	
  write	
  words	
  to	
  describe	
  each	
  step	
  in	
  the	
  process.	
  

Response	
  to	
  Literature-­‐	
  (Language)	
  

1. Teacher	
  does	
  a	
  repeated	
  read	
  aloud	
  of	
  a	
  storybook	
  in	
  whole	
  group	
  (3	
  days)	
  
2. Following	
  the	
  3rd	
  read	
  of	
  the	
  story,	
  children	
  meet	
  in	
  small	
  groups	
  to	
  “respond	
  to	
  

literature”	
  
3. Teacher	
  revisits	
  the	
  book	
  with	
  a	
  specific	
  	
  purpose-­‐	
  	
  Example-­‐	
  thoughts	
  and	
  

feelings	
  of	
  characters	
  ;connection	
  between	
  events;	
  connection	
  between	
  story	
  
event	
  and	
  children’s	
  personal	
  experiences	
  

4. Teacher	
  models	
  her/his	
  response	
  through	
  a	
  think-­‐aloud	
  –“My	
  favorite	
  character	
  
was	
  Lisa.	
  I	
  liked	
  her	
  best	
  because	
  she	
  was	
  so	
  kind	
  and	
  friendly.	
  She	
  gave	
  a	
  lonely	
  
little	
  bear	
  a	
  home.	
  I	
  liked	
  all	
  the	
  characters,	
  the	
  people	
  and	
  animals	
  in	
  the	
  story,	
  
but	
  Lisa	
  is	
  my	
  favorite.”	
  

5. Teacher	
  models	
  illustrating	
  and	
  writing	
  thoughts	
  for	
  class	
  book	
  
• “First	
  I	
  am	
  going	
  to	
  illustrate	
  my	
  favorite	
  character.	
  That	
  means	
  I	
  am	
  going	
  

to	
  draw	
  a	
  picture	
  of	
  her.	
  (teacher	
  does	
  a	
  quick	
  drawing	
  of	
  favorite	
  character)	
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6. “After	
  I	
  finished	
  the	
  illustration	
  (the	
  picture),	
  I	
  am	
  going	
  to	
  write	
  her	
  name	
  next	
  to	
  
her	
  picture	
  so	
  people	
  will	
  know	
  who	
  she	
  is.	
  Then	
  I	
  am	
  going	
  to	
  write	
  something	
  
about	
  her.	
  I	
  think	
  that	
  Lisa	
  was	
  kind.	
  I	
  am	
  going	
  to	
  write	
  that	
  sentence	
  here	
  in	
  my	
  
writing.	
  Encourage	
  children	
  to	
  name	
  and	
  talk	
  about	
  the	
  characters	
  in	
  the	
  story	
  
(before	
  they	
  write).	
  Discuss	
  some	
  words	
  that	
  describe	
  each	
  character.	
  

7. Children	
  illustrate	
  and	
  describe	
  their	
  favorite	
  character	
  with	
  teacher’s	
  support	
  

	
  	
   	
  	
  Graphing:	
  Which	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  popular?	
  (Math)	
  

1. Teacher	
  introduces	
  the	
  question	
  or	
  the	
  problem	
  –	
  Example:	
  “The	
  people	
  who	
  
work	
  in	
  the	
  school	
  cafeteria	
  want	
  to	
  know	
  what	
  fruit	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  popular	
  in	
  pre	
  k	
  
(or	
  kindergarten).	
  They	
  want	
  to	
  know	
  what	
  kinds	
  of	
  fruit	
  to	
  order	
  snacks	
  or	
  
lunches.	
  I	
  figured	
  out	
  a	
  way	
  to	
  find	
  the	
  answer	
  to	
  their	
  question	
  and	
  solve	
  the	
  
problem.”	
  

2. 	
  Teacher	
  presents	
  a	
  graphing	
  chart	
  that	
  includes	
  choices	
  of	
  fruit	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  each	
  
column	
  

3. Teacher	
  models	
  through	
  a	
  “think	
  aloud”	
  how	
  she	
  selected	
  her	
  favorite	
  fruit.	
  “I	
  like	
  
all	
  kinds	
  of	
  fruit,	
  but	
  if	
  I	
  had	
  to	
  choose	
  just	
  one	
  that	
  I	
  liked	
  best,	
  I	
  would	
  have	
  to	
  
say	
  that	
  apples	
  are	
  my	
  favorite	
  fruit.	
  

4. Teacher	
  models	
  how	
  to	
  record	
  her	
  choice	
  on	
  the	
  graph.	
  “Here	
  is	
  the	
  picture	
  of	
  an	
  
apple	
  the	
  word	
  that	
  says	
  “apple”	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  this	
  column.	
  Now,	
  I	
  am	
  going	
  to	
  
find	
  the	
  first	
  space	
  under	
  the	
  apple	
  and	
  write	
  my	
  name.	
  	
  So	
  when	
  people	
  read	
  this	
  
chart	
  they	
  will	
  know	
  that	
  my	
  favorite	
  fruit	
  is	
  apples.	
  If	
  someone	
  else	
  chooses	
  
apples	
  as	
  a	
  favorite,	
  they	
  can	
  write	
  their	
  name	
  in	
  the	
  space	
  below,	
  (under	
  my	
  
name).	
  	
  If	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  names	
  are	
  listed	
  in	
  the	
  apple	
  column,	
  then	
  we	
  could	
  say	
  that	
  
apples	
  are	
  popular	
  (liked	
  by	
  many	
  children)	
  in	
  our	
  class.”	
  

5. Teacher	
  explains	
  that	
  the	
  column	
  that	
  has	
  the	
  most	
  names	
  will	
  tell	
  us	
  the	
  fruit	
  
that	
  was	
  liked	
  most	
  in	
  pre	
  k.	
  (Encourage	
  children	
  to	
  count	
  the	
  amount	
  in	
  each	
  
column	
  and	
  use	
  one	
  to	
  one	
  correspondence	
  to	
  determine	
  the	
  total	
  number	
  of	
  
names	
  in	
  each	
  column.)	
  

	
  


