
LITERACY AND 

JUSTICE FOR ALL 
Curriculum for Older Toddlers 

 

 

Equality    ·    Choice   ·     Voice    ·    Dialogue    ·    Reflection    ·    Reciprocity    ·    Praxis 

 

 



 Older Toddler Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Art, STEAM, Be a Maker 

JUNE INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 
HOW CAN I USE MY IDEAS AND CREATIVITY, MY HEART, MY VOICE, AND ALL OF ME TO MAKE THE WORLD KINDER, MORE CONNECTED, MORE BEAUTIFUL, MORE JOYFUL, AND MORE JUST? 

WHY DO WE MAKE ART? HOW CAN ART HELP US TO FEEL JOY, TO BE CONNECTED, TO ENCOURAGE AND INSPIRE OURSELVES AND OTHERS?  
HOW CAN WE USE ART TO CHANGE THE WORLD? 

Additional Text 

Use child 
directed speech, 

touch, and a 
joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 
Stay tuned in to 

children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 
experiences 

while reading.

Model book 
handling skills 

without 
interrupting the 

flow of the story. 
“Let’s turn the 
page and see 
what happens 

next.” 

After reading-
encourage 

children to point 
to pictures or use 

key vocabulary 
to name pictures.

Ask open-ended 
questions about 
events and the 

actions and 
feelings of  
characters.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, in 
any language!

Supports for Dual Language Learners

•Before sharing the story in English, introduce the book in the child's first language. Consider how bilingual colleagues, volunteers, and families can help you. Even 
when the book is not available in the first language, an adult can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language.

Before Read Alouds

•Emphasize the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading.
•Use props to support understanding as you read.
•When reading the book in English for the first time, read it to DLLs in a small group before reading it to the whole group, to facilitate comprehension and participation.

During Read Alouds

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story (and throughout the day). One helpful support for dual language learners is to make
connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language. 
•Look for English/Spanish cognates in the focus words for each book (cognates - words that share the same root, and sound similarly and have the same meaning):

Art: arte (R-tay)
•Books from this month available in Spanish: Not a Box, Press Here, Mix it Up

After Read Alouds



 

 

      

Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 2 words. 
 
Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words 
depending on the stage of language development of the 
children in your classroom. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the 
child/children in a playful and 
loving interactions and capture 
the child’s/ children’s interest in 
the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
(Include an example of 
open-ended question) 
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement. 

 

 
Not a box / No es 

una caja 
by Antoinette 

Portis 
 

Imagination/imaginación (ee-mah-hee-nah-see-own): something that 
you think of/algo en lo que pensamos 
 
Pretend/pretender (preh-tehn-dehr): act like something else or like a 
thing is something else/actuar como otra persona u otra cosa 
 
Transform/transformar (trans-for-mar): to change from one thing to 
another/cambiar de una cosa a otra 
 
Additional word- 
Represent/representar (reh-preh-sehn-tahr): looks or acts like 
something/ lucir o actuar como algo 
 

Bring a box to storytime with the 
book inside. Make a big deal of 
the special box and open it 
dramatically to reveal the book! 

Let’s read this book, Not A 
Box, about a rabbit who uses 
his imagination to pretend 
the box is many different 
things.  

Friends, now that we have 
read Not A Box together, 
I’m wondering: How did 
the box inspire the rabbit 
to use their imagination?  

 

 
Press Here/ 

Preciona Aqui 
by Herve Tullet 

 

Transform/transformar (trans-for-mar): to change from one thing to 
another/cambiar de una cosa a otra 
 
Gentle/suave (swah-vay): soft and calm/amable y delicado 
 
Possibility/posibilidad (poh-see-bee-lee-dahd): something that might 
happen/algo que puede pasar 
 
Interesting/interesante (een-ter-reh-sahn-teh): something that 
makes us want to learn, see, or do more/algo que nos hace querer 
aprender más o hacer más 
 
Additional word- 
Respond/responder (rehs-pohn-dehr): to do something inspired by 
something/hacer algo inspirado por algo 
 
 
PAT: Tilt, Shake. Corner 
Fabulous/fabuloso (fah-boo-loh-soh): amazing and 
wonderful/asombroso y maravilloso 
 

Press your hand slow!  
Press your hand fast! 
Press your hands one more time 
and give a clap, clap, clap! 

Let’s read Press Here. In this 
book, we are going to see 
the interesting ways things 
transform, or change. Let’s 
read it together! 
 
 

Now that we have played 
with and read Press Here 
together, let’s look back at 
some of the pages 
together. How dig things 
transform when we did 
things to the book?  How 
did it make us feel to read 
and play with this art?  



 

 

Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 2 words. 
 
Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words 
depending on the stage of language development of the 
children in your classroom. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the 
child/children in a playful and 
loving interactions and capture 
the child’s/ children’s interest in 
the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
(Include an example of 
open-ended question) 
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement. 

 

 
Beautiful Oops 

by Barney Saltzberg 

Existing words:  
Possibility/posibilidad (pos-ih-bill-ee-dahd) 
 
Celebrate/celebrar (cell-ee-brar) 
 
Mistake/error (air-roar): something that you didn’t mean to happen; 
you didn’t want it to happen / algo que ocurre sin que uno quiera   
 
Beautiful/hermoso (er-moh-so) 
 
New words:  
Potential/potencial (poh-tehn-syahl): it can be something we don’t 
see now/ algo que ouede ser pero no vemos todavía 
 
Opportunity/oportunidad (ah-pohr-too-nee-dahd): a chance to do or 
try something new/ cuando puedes hacer o intentar algo nuevo 
 
Creative/creativo (kreh-ah-tee-boh): making something new and 
different/ hacer algo nuevo y diferente 

Chant: 
 
Beautiful! Beautiful! I can make 
things beautiful!  
 
Hooray! Hooray! 

The name of this book is 
Beautiful Oops! I notice a lot 
of colors and I see a big, 
purple paint brush! I think 
this book will be about 
making beautiful art out of 
our oops (the mistakes, or 
things we didn’t mean to 
do)! Let’s read the book and 
find out what we can be 
made from the oops that we 
make! 

Say “We just read about 
the artist creating, or 
making, beautiful art out of 
things that looked like an 
“Oops!” Let’s look back and 
see all of the art that was 
made from mistakes, or 
things that the artist didn’t 
mean to happen “What can 
you say when you make a 
mistake?” “How do you 
think the artist felt about 
the mistakes? Why?” •  

 

 
Mix it Up/ ¡Mézclalo 

Bien! 
by Herve Tullet 

 
 

Create/crear (cray-ar):  to make/hacer 
 
Combine/ combinar (kohm-bee-nahr): to mix things up with another 
thing/ mezclar diferentes cosas 
 
Wonder /preguntarse (preh-goon-tahr-seh): (verb) to ask questions/ 
hacerse preguntas 
 
Additional words 
Discover/descubrir (dehs-koo-breer): to find something new/ 
encontrar algo nuevo 
 
Explore/explorar (ehks-ploh-rahr): to see what will happen or learn 
about a new thing or place/ ver lo que a pasar o aprender algo nuevo 
o conocer un lugar nuevo 

Have oil and water with food 
coloring in a sealed water bottle. 
Wonder- or ask questions about 
what they think will happen 
when you shake it and mix it up. 
Explore, discover, combine, and 
observe what happens right 
away. What happens when you 
wait a few minutes. Notice that 
there is art and possibility to 
wonder (ask questions), create, 
and explore everywhere and 
there are so many possibilities to 
create things that are interesting 
and inspire us!  

We are going to read a book 
now, called Mix it Up by 
another creative artist who 
loves to play with colors, 
paint, words, and ideas. 
Let’s see how this author 
made art and how they used 
their art to help us to feel 
joy, to be connected, to 
have fun, and to help us 
learn and discover new 
things! 

We just read this fun book 
and mixed it up!  How did 
this artist help us to feel 
joy, to be connected, to 
have fun, and to help us 
learn and discover new 
things? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLxFNtNZa4E


Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Older Toddler__  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, 

more beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make art? How can art help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves 

and others? How can we use art to change the world?  

Focus Words: 

Imagination/imaginación (ee-mah-hee-nah-see-own): something that you think of/algo en lo que pensamos  

Pretend/pretender (preh-tehn-dehr): act like something else or like a thing is something else/actuar como otra persona u otra cosa 

Transform/transformar (trans-for-mar): to change from one thing to another/cambiar de una cosa a otra 

Gentle/suave (swah-vay): soft and calm/amable y delicado 

Possibility/posibilidad (poh-see-bee-lee-dahd): something that might happen/algo que puede pasar 

Interesting/interesante (een-ter-reh-sahn-teh): something that makes us want to learn, see, or do more/algo que nos hace querer aprender más o hacer más 

What changes will you make to the environment?  

 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 

 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Older Toddler_  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 
Support and Adaptations for 

Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 

• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 

• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  

• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 
bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in 
multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  

• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Art/arte (R-tay)  

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 

• Ask families about art and creative opportunities that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share this art with your class. 

Could they come in and demonstrate or send a video and share their creativity? Or, can they send you a link or a picture to post of someone creating that 

art?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Older Toddler               Theme:_______________                                            Week of: _______________ 

Small Group/Emergent Writing: 

Bring in a box- ask children what 

you all could use your imagination 

and pretend it could be... Have 

children take turns acting out 

things they imagine with/in the 

box...Illustrate a list together, 

sketching as they make their 

recommendations.  

Transition: 

Building on the directions for engagement in 

Press Here, play a quick game of Mirror. In 

this game you do an action (kick your foot) 

and ask children to say and it and do it too in 

response, mirroring you. As you do this quick 

gathering activity on the carpet ask other 

children to try out some interesting 

movements and respond, with other 

children, in mirroring each child. A great 

activity to do while waiting for the next! 

Art:  

Bring out some supplies 

they haven’t used before 

and encourage them to be 

gentle with them.  

Be creative! Create 

your own connected 

activities 

 

Family Connection: 

Is there an item that your child  

loves to play with and pretend?  

Take a picture of your child with an object  

hat they love and use for different purposes  

(i.e. a pasta spoon as a tool for catching and 

throwing, a box that they have built as a  

rocket ship, etc.) Send it to school. Teachers  

make a ‘NOT A _____ “ board with pictures  

of the children tapping into the potential  

of these items in creative, interesting,  

and fabulous ways. 

 

Center Time:  

Have a range of found or  

recycled objects with uses that are  

familiar to children (ie paper towel roll,  

milk carton, plastic cup, toys, etc.) Invite 

children to use their imaginations and see 

what possibilities they might find and  

create for that item, just like the rabbit  

did in Not a Box.  

 

Small Group  

Art Activity:  

 “Not a String” -- give each child a  

piece of yarn and have them create, or 

transform it,  something new. Glue down 

their string and write down on their art  

what they tell you about it. 

rt: Bring out some supplies they haven’t 

used before and encourage them to be 

gentle with them.  

.  
All across the weeks: 

Use words like ‘interesting,” “what possibility 

do you see,” “I notice you see a new way of 

using this” as you encourage children’s 

exploration. Have them celebrate their 

fabulous creations by describing interesting 

details about their visual texts, creations, and 

other artwork/dramatic play/musical 

performances/etc. 

 

Focus Book  
Not a box  

by Antoinette Portis 
& 

Press Here/ Preciona Aqui 
by Herve Tullet  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Older Toddler__  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, 

more beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make art? How can art help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves 

and others? How can we use art to change the world?  

Existing Focus Words: 

Possibility/posibilidad (pos-ih-bill-ee-dahd) 
Celebrate/celebrar (cell-ee-brar) 
Mistake/error (air-roar): something that you didn’t mean to happen; you didn’t want it to happen /algo que ocurre sin que uno quiera    
Beautiful/hermoso (er-moh-so) 

New Words: 
Potential/potencial (poh-tehn-syahl): it can be something we don’t see now/algo que ouede ser pero no vemos todavía  
Opportunity/oportunidad (ah-pohr-too-nee-dahd): a chance to do or try something new/cuando puedes hacer o intentar algo nuevo 
Creative/creativo (kreh-ah-tee-boh): making something new and different/hacer algo nuevo y diferente  
Combine/combinar (kohm-bee-nahr): to mix things up with another thing/ mezclar diferentes cosas 
Wonder /preguntarse(v) (preh-goon-tahr-seh): to ask questions/hacerse preguntas 

Additional Words: 
Discover/descubrir (dehs-koo-breer): to find something new/ encontrar algo nuevo 
Explore/explorer (ehks-ploh-rahr): to see what will happen or learn about a new thing or place/ ver lo que a pasar o aprender algo nuevo o conocer un lugar nuevo  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 

 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Older Toddler__  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 
Support and Adaptations for 

Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 

• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 

• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  

• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 
bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in 
multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  

• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Art/arte (R-tay)  

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 

• Ask families about art and creative opportunities that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share this art with your class. 

Could they come in and demonstrate or send a video and share their creativity? Or, can they send you a link or a picture to post of someone creating that 

art?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Older Toddler                Theme:_______________                                            

Art and Small Group discussion: 

Invite children to take up an op-

portunity to be creative and to see 

possibilities before they even 

happen! Fold a piece of construc-

tion paper in half. Open it up and 

pour some paint onto a one side 

of the fold. Talk about what possi-

bilities they see in that poured 

shape.  Then fold the paper closed 

to create a symmetrical shape 

from the poured paint. Open the 

fold and see what shapes you all 

created and what the children can 

see in that new shape!  

Family Connection:  
Invite families to use “oops” when mistakes happen 
and to work together to figure out what opportuni-
ties that “oops” could bring. For example, “oops, we 
splashed water on the floor. Let’s get a towel and 
wipe it up together so everyone stays safe;” This 

age offers many opportunities to practice our 
“oops” and to say it with a smile and encourage-

ment that supports children in problem solving and 
learning from their experiences. Encourage families 
to use “oops” and to see mistakes as opportunities 

we all have to learn and grow together. 

Art and STEM: 
Share with children that 
found/loose objects hold 
potential to become other 

things- that there are always 
opportunities and possibili-
ties to be creative and won-
der, explore, and discover. 

Dramatic play: 
Have clothing in the dress up 
area for kids to take up roles 
of family/community helpers 
and notice that we can and 

do’mix it up’ and our lives are 
combined with many different 

roles that may not look like 
they fit together. 

Be creative! Create 

your own connected 

activities 

 

Outside Play-  
Imagination and The  

Possibility Game  
(or turning this into that):  

Alongside your children, take up this  
opportunity to be creative! Explore natural items  
you find on the playground or at the park. Pick up  
the object and play the Possibility Game -I can turn  

this ____ into _____. For example. If you find a stick, the  
child could say. “I can turn this stick into a magic wand, 
Abracadabra!” Alternatively, you can play a version of 
charades where the person finding the object sees the 

possibility for the item and acts out the use of it...  
Others can guess saying “You turned that stick into a  

magic wand! What an imagination!” Then another  
child an find an object and take a turn with  

the Possibility Game!  

 

Create a Mixing  

Station for Exploration and  

Language Play: 

Invite children to think of things that  

could be added to a mixing station and create 

opportunities for them to combine and create 

new things! You all may decide to use paint, but 

you also might decide to include water and dirt, 

food coloring and water, milk and ice cream, 

etc. What happens when you combine different 

substances? Encourage children to explore  

and describe what they create. This is a  

great opportunity to record what  

they say and do for progress  

monitoring!? 

 

Art:  
Encourage children  

to combine colors of paint  
to create new colors! Ask 

questions and wonder with them 
about what will be created with 

different combinations? There are 
so many possibilities and 
opportunities to discover!   

 

SEL: 
With children earlier in the day spill  

something on a piece of paper- seem like it  
is by accident. Set it aside to say you will think more 

about whether it is an opportunity or possibility... Later 
in the day work together to create something beautiful 
and unique from your “mistake.” Talk about how every 

challenge or mistake has potential, as long as you 
wonder about it, explore possibilities, work with  

others to figure it out and try  
something different! 

 
Focus Book 

Beautiful Oops 

by Barney Saltzberg  
&  

Mix it Up! 
by Herve Tullet  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLxFNtNZa4E



