
 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks: books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: I saw a little rabbit come hop, hop, hop; I saw 

his two long ears go flop, flop, flop; I saw his little nose go twink, twink, twink; I saw his little eyes go wink, wink, wink; I 
said, “Little rabbit, won’t you stay?”; Then he looked at me and hopped away. 

Story Title: Muncha! Muncha! Muncha!   
                                                                                     

Author: Candace Fleming & G. Brian Karas 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: I see a man, a 

garden, and some bunnies on the 
cover of this book. I’m thinking the 
bunnies got these vegetables from this 
man’s garden. I wonder how they got 
them and if he tried to keep them out 
of his garden. Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Remember how Mr. 

McGreely was determined to have a 
vegetable garden but the rabbits kept 
eating his plants? He became very 
angry every time he discovered the 
bunnies got into his garden. I wonder 
why he got so angry. Let’s read and 
find out. 
 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 

this story so well, I would like you to 
help tell the story. Remember how 
Mr. McGreely was determined to 
have a vegetable garden but the 
rabbits kept eating his plants? I 
wonder if both Mr. McGreely and the 
bunnies can get what they want in the 
end. Let’s read and find 
out. 
 

Main Idea: When our plan doesn’t work we have to keep trying and figure out a different plan. We have to be 
determined! Sometimes we have to keep trying different ways to do things until we are successful. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 1  Yummy, gobbling  

Pg. 3 Mr. McGreely   

Pg. 4  Hoed Sowed-to plant seeds in the soil 

Pg. 6-7 Three bunnies Tippy, pat, muncha Appeared-to show up 

Pg. 8-9 Sprouts, fence, 
garden 

Gnawed Gnawed- chewed 
Sprouts- small leaves that appear when a plant 
starts to grow 

Pg. 10-

11 

Moon Tippy, pat, spring-
hurdle, dash, 
muncha 

 

Pg. 12-
13 

Wall, small fence, 
vegetable 
garden 

Nibbled  

Pg. 16 Deep wet trench, 
wooden wall, small 

wire fence, 
vegetable garden 

Snorted  

Pg. 20 Huge enormous 
thing 

Furious, 
hammered,sawed 

Furious- really angry 
Outsmarted-tricked someone by doing 



 

something smarter than they did, 
Enormous-very, very big 

Pg. 24 Mr. McGreely  Untouched-not bothered 

Pg. 26 He, Carrots, Baskets Whooped, victory dance, 
climbed, jumped, 

squeezed, 
sighed, smacking 

Overflowing- going over the top of his basket 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 

1. Evidence-signs that something has happened 
2. Prevent- keep something from happening 
3. Observing-watching carefully 
4. Determined-keep trying no matter what; not giving up because you want something so much 



 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 

and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape 

these notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 7 Oh no! If the bunnies eat the 

plants, there won’t be any 

vegetables for Mr. 

McGreely! This is a 

problem. I wonder how Mr. 

McGreely will solve this 

problem. 

Pg. 
5 

Look at the expression on Mr. 
McGreely’s face! I can tell he is feeling 
excited, really happy, about having a 
garden. I think he must be looking 
forward to eating fresh vegetables. 

Choose a few pages of 
the book that include 
significant events.  
 
Use the following 
scaffolds to elicit 
responses from the 
children in your class:  
 
What’s happening 
here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 5 
Pg. 7 
Pg. 9 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 13 
Pg. 15 
Pg. 17 
Pg. 21 
Pg. 23 
Pg. 27 
Pg. 29 
Pg. 30 

Pg. 9 Mr. McGreely discovered 
evidence that the bunnies 
had chewed on the sprouts he 
had planted, so he built a 
fence to keep the bunnies out. 

Pg. 
9 

When Mr. McGreely found evidence that 
the bunnies had been eating the sprouts 
he planted, I bet he was thinking, “Oh no! 
Some rabbits have gotten into my garden 
and eaten the sprouts that I worked so 
hard to plant. If they keep eating the 
sprouts, I won’t have any fresh vegetables 
to eat!” 

Pg. 11 Mr. McGreely did not solve the 
problem. The fence did not 
prevent the rabbits from 
getting in the garden. 

Pg. 
11 

These little bunnies were really 
determined to get in the garden. They 
kept trying and didn’t give up. 

Pg. 13 Look at how tall the wall is 

compared to the fence. I don’t 
think the bunnies will be able 
to hop over this tall wall. But 
look right here. These little 
bunnies are observing Mr. 
McGreely building the wall. I 
wonder if they are thinking of 

a plan to get to those plants! 

Pg. 
13 

When Mr. McGreely discovered the bunnies 

had managed to get into his garden, even 

though he built a fence, he must have 

thought, “More evidence that these bunnies 

have been eating from my garden! I can see 

they have been chewing more of the plants! I 

am determined to grow some vegetables 

and I am determined to keep those bunnies 

out. Wait until they see the tall wooden wall I 

am going to build!” 

Pg. 15 So the wall did not prevent 
these clever little bunnies 
from getting into Mr. 
McGreely’s garden! I am trying to 
figure out how they got in. By 
looking at the illustration here, I 
am thinking that the bunnies must 
have dug their way under the 
wall into the garden. 

 

Pg. 
17 

Look at Mr. McGreely’s face. Look how 
angry he is feeling. He worked so hard to 
build that wall, and it did not prevent 
them from getting in the garden. But he 
is not giving up! He dug this deep trench 
around the whole wall! 

Pg. 21 Wow! Mr. McGreely is really 

determined to keep these 

bunnies out of his vegetable 

garden! He worked so hard to 

build this enormous wall. I’m 

thinking that it will be impossible 

for them to get in now. I predict 

they will not be able to get in this 

time. 

 

Pg. 
21 

Oh My! Look at this wall is compared to 

the wooden one. The wall is enormous, so 
much taller and stronger! This tells us how 
determined he feels about keeping those 
bunnies out of his garden! 

Pg. 23 I guess the bunnies realized it 
was impossible for them to get 

inside the wall so they just gave 
up. 

Pg. 
27 

Mr. McGreely is so excited that he out-
smarted the bunnies that he is dancing. He 

must be so proud of himself! Of course he 
doesn’t realize that the bunnies are 
sneaking into his basket.” 

Pg. 27 When Mr. McGreely put down 
his basket and started to 
dance, the bunnies started 
hopping towards his basket. He 
doesn’t even notice. 

Pg. 
29 

Look at Mr. McGreeley’s face! He looks 
really surprised! He is probably thinking, “I 
can’t believe those bunnies! Just like I was 
determined to keep them out of my 
garden, they were just as determined to 
get in!” 



 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that 
you stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 

Why did the bunnies continue 
to get in Mr. McGreely’s 
garden? 

Why did Mr. McGreely feel so 
angry when he noticed that 
his plants were being eaten? 

How were Mr. McGreely and 
the bunnies all able to be 
successful in getting what 
they wanted at the end of the 
story? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

• Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 

• Using proper grammar & syntax 

• Modeling rich vocabulary 

• Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

*If children have difficulty responding to open ended wh-questions consider using the following 
scaffolds: 

• Provide a forced choice (ex. Is it ________ or _______?). Let the child supply the answer. 

• Begin a sentence and let the child finish (He ran away after he __________.) 

• Provide semantic cues and let the child finish.  (Teacher: What do you call the place 
where we live with our families? We eat and sleep there. It is our________.) 

• Provide phonemic cues and let the child finish a word (ex. He performed tricks for 
his…Teacher: /f/… Child: family). 

Main Idea 
When our plan doesn’t work we have to keep trying and figure out a different plan. We have to be 
determined!  Sometimes we have to keep trying different ways to do things until we are successful. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).   

For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Provide the children with gardening gear to plant their own gardens. They can use 
blocks to create ways to protect their gardens from bunnies. 
 
Writing Center: Have children draw a picture of a garden they would like to grow. Help students label 
the plants growing in their gardens. 
 
Transition: The rabbits made the sound muncha, muncha, muncha when they ate. What’s another silly 
sound that animals might make when they eat? Tell me a silly eating sound to line up! 

 

Pg. 29 You know what I think? I think 
that Mr. McGreely and the 
bunnies were both so 
determined to get what they 
wanted, that they finally did! Mr. 
McGreely finally grew a 
vegetable garden and the 
bunnies got to eat some carrots! 
They were all successful. 

Pg. 30 Look at this illustration. Mr. McGreely must 
have thought, “I guess I might as well 
share the carrots with the bunnies. We can 
both enjoy the vegetables from my 
garden!” I am thinking both Mr. Mcgreely 
and the three little bunnies got what they 
wanted. They are all feeling successful. 



 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on 
Cox Campus. 

• Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 

• When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  

• Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  

A connected Focus Word Visual Set is available in the Cox Campus Resource Library. 

• How do you say these focus words in the home language? (Spanish below) 

1. Evidence: evidencia (ev-ee-den-see-ah) 
  2. Prevent: prevenir (pray-ven-ear) 
  3. Observing: observando (ob-sir-vahn-dough) 
  4. Determined: decidido (des-ih-dee-dough) 
 

• Props: Be creative and use items you have that will help children understand the story. 

Suggestions: stuffed or paper bunnies, gardening hat to wear like in the story, real lettuce, 

carrots, or tomatoes, a paper moon to hold up when the moon comes up 



 

 


