
  

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

TALK with Me Fidelity Form 

Use the following form to observe the TALK practice implemented in a setting with children. 

SITE/SCHOOL: DATE: 

TEACHER: AGE LEVEL: 

OBSERVER: VISIT DURATION: 

ACTIVITY TYPE: � INDIVIDUAL � GROUP SIZE: 

DESCRIPTION: 

Practice to Observe Present/Not Present Notes 

Tune-In 

Tunes-in and comments on the 
child’s point of interest (I see, I 
wonder, I notice that…) 

� Present � Not Present 

Ask Questions 

Asks a combination of open and 
closedended questions, as 
developmentally appropriate, to 
encourage child to express ideas 
and thoughts; uses open-ended 
statements such as, “Tell me 
about…” 
“I wonder what would happen 
if…” 

� Present � Not Present 

After asking a question, pauses 
for child’s response, giving 
appropriate wait time to 
encourage child’s participation in 
language exchanges. 

� Present � Not Present 

Responds by verbally assigning 
meaning to all attempts to 
communicate, both verbal (in any 
language) and nonverbal (eye-
gaze, gestures, facial expression) 

� Present � Not Present 



  

   

  

  

 

  

 
  

 
  

 
  

TALK with Me Fidelity Form 

Practice to Observe Present/Not Present Notes 

Lift Language 

Builds on what child says, using 
more complex sentences or 
adding more information 

� Present � Not Present 

Uses rich vocabulary when 
responding to child utterances 

� Present � Not Present 

Uses self or parallel talk to map 
language onto child or teacher’s 
actions 

� Present � Not Present 

Uses think-alouds to elicit 
information from the child 

� Present � Not Present 

Defines new vocabulary (using 
a brief, child-friendly definition) 
that is introduced (or links to 
existing vocabulary) 

� Present � Not Present 

Keeps It Going 

Provides supportive feedback 
designed to keep child talking 
and engaged in learning 

� Present � Not Present 

Sustains interaction over a 
minimum of 4-5 back and forth 
exchanges on the topic 

� Present � Not Present 

Lesson plans reflect teacher’s 
intentional thinking of ways to 
engage children in meaningful 
conversations throughout the 
day using TALK. 

� Present � Not Present 



TALK with Me Fidelity Form 

Reflection of Practice 

Glow 

Grow 

Next Steps 




