How-To Guide:

Intentional Language Instruction
Through Curriculum Planning
Across Subjects

Step 1: Begin with Language, Not Just Content
Ask:

= What key vocabulary, sentence structures, and language functions will students need to
engage in this unit?

= What language demands exist in the instructions, questions, readings, and tasks?

Example:

In a science unit on weather:
= Vocabulary: “precipitation,” “forecast,” “humid”

= Structures: cause-effect (e.g., “If it rains, the ground gets wet”)

* Functions: predicting, comparing, describing
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Step 2: Embed Language Objectives into
Lesson Plans

Add a Language Objective for Each Lesson:
“Students will describe types of weather using adjectives and complete sentences.”

Include:
= Receptive language goals (e.g., understanding labels, following multi-step directions)

= Expressive language goals (e.g., using target vocabulary to explain or narrate)

Tip: Use a framework like WIDA, SIOP, or UDL, and make sure language goals are accessible to

DHH learners using ASL, spoken English, or both.

Step 3: Choose & Plan Scaffolded Supports

Match supports to your learners:

Language Level Scaffold Example

Emerging language Visuals, sign support, realia

Developing syntax Sentence frames, cloze activities

Expanding expression Peer models, ASL gloss + English translation
Academic language Word banks, graphic organizers, guided writing

Include visual, physical, linguistic, and tech-based scaffolds across the week.
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Step 4: Spiral Language Opportunities
Across Subjects

Look for overlap:
= Use the same Tier 2 vocabulary across ELA, science, and social studies

= Practice sequencing in both writing and math word problems
= Teach compare/contrast in literature and science experiments

This deepens understanding and reinforces language in meaningful ways.

Step 5: Build in Repetition and Meaningful Use

Strategies:
= Review vocabulary daily in different formats (ASL, print, visuals, use in writing)

= Offer sentence starters during discussions
= Create anchor charts or ASL video word walls

= Allow time for repeated practice and shared storytelling

Step 6: Assess & Reflect on Language Growth

Tools:

= Use language checklists, rubrics, or formative tools (e.g., “Can they explain it in their
own words?”)

= Gather language samples across content areas
= Track use of academic vocabulary or complete sentences

= Reflect weekly: “Did my students use the language | taught them?”
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Example Integration Chart: Language in
Action Across Subjects

Subject l Concept Language Target ‘ Scaffold
) e , Sentence starters + picture
Science Weather ‘It is cloudy because...
supports
Sequencing (first, next, _ ,
Math Word Problems then) Visual number lines, ASL retells
ELA Narrative Writing | Descriptive adjectives Word banks, drawing + dictation
Social Community . . ) . .
] Asking questions Role play with scripts and signs
Studies Helpers
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