
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Babies Around the World
Baby/bebé (beh-beh)
Loved/amado(a) (ah-mah-doh)
Special/especial (eh-speh-see-al): being one of a kind/ser diferente de otras cosas
Hello/hola (oh-lah)

Global Babies
Baby/bebé (beh-beh)
Loved/amado(a) (ah-mah-doh)
Special/especial (eh-speh-see-al): being one of a kind/ser diferente de otras cosas

Inquiry Questions:  How can my community work together to help everyone?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: What do you do in your culture to make babies feel special? Are there songs, stories, or games that you play? Please share examples 
with the class! Write out, text, email, or send in a video or voice file. We can share these as a class to learn more about each other and the world as we help 
our babies feel special.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from Babies Around the World and Global Babies: Baby/bebé (beh-beh), Special/especial (eh-speh-see-al)
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Transitions 
Throughout the Day: 

Babies everywhere are loved by 
their family and friends. 

Babies everywhere are loved- all around 
the world. 

(To the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”) 

Substitute “are loved” with “drink milk”/ 
“take naps” /  or “are changed” during 

diaper changes.

Book 
Making: 

Take a picture of each child 
in the class and turn it into a class 

book with children’s names on the page 
with their picture. When you read it with 

children say, “This is our friend (child’s 
name). Hello, (child’s name)! You are special 

and you are loved!

Get this out especially if a child is out 
sick or not present during the day. 

Tummy 
Time:

Have several mirrors for 
children to see themselves 

during the day and during tummy 
time. Looking with the child at their 
reflection in the mirror, say, “Hello, 
(child’s name). I love you! You are 
so special! We are so glad you are 

YOU” Point out their special 
smile, eyes, nose, hair, ears, 

etc.!

Music 
and Movement:

Baby, baby, you’re the one. 
You make our life so much fun. 
Baby, baby we totally love you! 

Yes, we do! 
Baby, baby, we love you so.  

We will take you wherever we go. 
Baby, baby we really, really love you! 

Yes, it’s true! 

(To the tune of “Rubber Ducky” from 
Sesame Street)  

Family 
Connection:

Ask each family to record 
a short video for their child 

sharing something special about 
them and how much they are loved. 

Return to this celebration of the child 
whenever you have a conference 
or conversation about the child 
connecting to the family around 

some treasured aspect of 
their child’s uniqueness. 

Art:

Using paint or 
salt dough make a 

handprint picture for 
each family. On the back 
or below write, “(Child’s 

name) is special and 
loved.”  

Babies Around the World
by Puck

&
Global Babies

by Global Fund for Children


