
 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: (to the tune of If You're Happy and You Know It) Oh, 
I wish I were a teeny tiny egg. Oh, I wish I were a teeny tiny egg. I would roll and roll around, rolling all around the ground. Oh, I wish I 
were a teeny tiny egg.  
 

Story Title: An Extraordinary Egg                                                                                  Author: Leo Lionni 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: On the cover of this 
book, I see a frog and an alligator. They 
look very happy and are smiling at each 
other. I’m thinking they are friends. I 
wonder how they became friends. Let’s 
read and find out.  

Purpose of Read: Since we have already 
read this book, we know that the frog and 
the alligator are friends. I wonder how 
they feel about being friends. Let’s read 
and find out.  
 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
the story so well, I want you to help me 
tell it. I wonder why Jessica and the 
alligator became friends. Let’s read and 
find out.  
 

Main Idea: Good friends stick together and help each other when they are in need.  

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 4   
Wonder- curiosity, when you want to know about things 
Extraordinary- not ordinary, different and special 
Impressed- thought was great 

Pg. 5 Mound  Mound- a small pile 
Pebble – a small rock 

Pg. 8  Rolled Inlet- a small area of water 

Pg. 9 Egg  Triumphantly- proudly, feeling good about yourself 
Astonished- surprised 

Pg. 11 Creature Grunted, raspy Creature- animal 

Pg. 14  Paddle Float- rest on top of the water 
Sun up to sun down- all day 

Pg. 16   Commotion- a noisy confusion 
Frightened- scared 

Pg. 18   Reappeared- could be seen again 
Tangled- wrapped up in 

Pg. 19   Rescuer- someone who saves you 
Inseparable- always together 

Pg. 22 Monument  Monument- something built to remember a person or 
event 

Pg. 24 Bird  Exclaimed- said excitedly 

Pg. 29  Gentle voice Enormous- very large 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. Convinced- made someone believe that something was true 
2. Continue- to keep going 
3. Familiar- you've seen it before or you already know about 
4. Curious- wanting to learn more about things 



 

 
 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 

place on the back cover and inside your book. Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes 

directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 
1st Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 4 
I can tell Jessica is curious because she 

likes to go for long walks and find 
interesting things. 

Pg. 4 
I think Jessica notices something special in 
everything she finds, even if it is ordinary. 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 4 
Pg. 5 
Pg. 9 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 13 
Pg. 14 
Pg. 18 
Pg. 22 
Pg. 24 
Pg. 25 
Pg. 29 
Pg. 31 

Pg. 5 

Wow! Jessica found something 
extraordinary. This is something she is not 

familiar with. She thinks it is a special 
pebble.  

Pg. 5 
Jessica looks excited about finding this 

extraordinary pebble. I bet she thinks her 
friends will be impressed by it! 

Pg. 9 

Usually Marilyn and August are not 
impressed with what Jessica finds, but 

they are this time! They convinced Jessica 
that it is not a pebble, but really an egg.  

Pg. 9 

This must be something different than 
anything Jessica brought back before. It is 
something the other frogs are not familiar 

with. 

Pg. 11 
I’m thinking these frogs believe that only 

chickens hatch from eggs. They don’t 
know that alligators also hatch from eggs.  

Pg. 11 
 

The other frogs must think Marilyn is very 
smart. She was able to convince them that 
the creature is a chicken and they believe 

what she says.  

Pg. 13 

I’m thinking that this little alligator, who 
the frogs are convinced is a chicken, is 
acting like a good friend. She is helping 

them learn new ways to play.  

Pg. 14 
They must be thinking, “It’s so much fun 
to play with a friend. It is nice to spend 

time together.” 

Pg. 18 
The alligator is a good friend because she 
helped Jessica when she was in trouble. 

She must really care about Jessica. 
Pg. 18 

The alligator must really care about 
Jessica. I bet Jessica feels so glad that the 

alligator jumped in to rescue her. 

Pg. 22 
I think Jessica and the alligator continue to 
act like good friends. They do everything 

together. 
Pg. 22 

Jessica must be thinking, “I feel so lucky to 
have my new friend! I hope we continue 

to be friends for a long time.” 

Pg. 25 

When the alligator has to walk a long, long 
time to find her mother, Jessica continued 
to stay with her. I’m thinking they are true 
friends because of the way they help each 

other. 

Pg. 24 
Look at their faces. They look surprised. I 
bet they are curious to know more about 

the alligator’s mother.   

Pg. 29 

We knew the whole time that this was an 
alligator and not a chicken, but Jessica 

continues to call her a chicken. I think it’s 
because that’s the name she is familiar 

with. It doesn’t matter what kind of 
animals they are- they are still friends. 

Pg. 25 

I’m thinking the baby alligator is happy 
because she is going to see her mother, 
and Jessica is happy to be helping her 

friend.  

Pg. 31 
I’m thinking the frogs are still convinced 
that the alligator is a chicken. But that’s 

okay, they are still friends!  
Pg. 29 

I’m sure that Jessica and the chicken feel 
sad that they will have to be apart. But 

they are happy that the alligator found her 
mother. I think they will continue to be 

friends.  

  Pg. 31 

The frogs are still convinced that the 
alligator is a chicken! It doesn’t really 

matter what kind of animal she is- they 
become good friends.  



 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you 
stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

*Cut dotted 

lines 

How did Jessica, the frog, 
become friends with the 
alligator? 

How did Jessica and the 
alligator feel about being 
friends? 

Why are Jessica and the 
alligator such good friends? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 
 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea Good friends stick together and help each other when they are in need. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).   
For Example:   

 Outdoor Play: Search for extraordinary items on the playground- just like Jesscia! 
 Writing Center: Have children write and draw about a time they helped a special friend. 
 Science Small Groups: Investigate different types of eggs and the animals that hatch 

from them. How are the eggs different? How are they the same? Are there any clues 
about what kind of animal might be inside?   

 
 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted.  Learn 
more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox 
Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words? A connected Focus Word 

Visual set resource is available in the Cox Campus Resource Library. 
 How do you say these focus words in the home language? (Spanish below) 

1. Convinced: convencido (con-ven-see-dough) 
2. Continue: seguir (seh-gear) 
3. Familiar: familiar (fah-mil-ee-ar) 
4. Curious: curioso (cure-ee-oh-so) 

 
Props: Be creative and use items that you have that will help children understand the story. 
Suggestions: toy frog, pebble, egg, toy alligator, water 


