
 

 

 

REAL Time 
Guide for Reading Informational Texts 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 

 
Read and Explore 

STATE: Key Concept(s) in the Form of a Question Remember in the story, The Scarecrow’s Hat, chicken was determined to get 
the hat from the scarecrow to lay her eggs? Well, when we read that story I wondered how chicken would have built her own nest? 
So, I found this informational book called, Encyclopedia of Animals. 
 
Purpose of the Read (to find out about key concept): This informational book has true facts about all kinds of different animals. 
Let’s read and see if we can find out how birds build their nest. 
 
 

 

TEACH:  Information Related to Key Concept(s) – Questions I had: Why Did chicken works so hard to get scarecrow’s hat? 

Push-In and Pull-
Out Key Concepts 

Complex/Sophisticated Storybook:  The Scarecrow’s Hat by Ken Brown  
Informational Text(s):  Encyclopedia of Animals by DK (p. 42) 

Key Concept(s): Birds and Nests 
 

Push-In and Pull-Out 
Information Needed to 
Comprehend Complex 

Storybook 



 

 

Page # Information to Push -In Text Tool to Teach  Vocabulary 

Cover This book is called an encyclopedia. It is an 
encyclopedia of animals. That means it is a book 
that has lots and lots of information about 
different types of animals. I want to use this book 
to learn more about nests since that is what the 
chicken wanted the hat for. (Turn to pg. 5) 

 Encyclopedia - books 
giving information 

5 I looked in the table of contents, but I didn’t really 
see anything about nests. There is another place I 
can look to see what page I can read to learn about 
nests. It is called the index. The index is like the 
table of contents, but it is found at the back of the 
book near the glossary. The index tells me where 
to find a specific word. 

Index – tells me where to find a 
specific word 

 

370 I know that nest (tell), a place made or chosen by a 
bird for laying eggs and sheltering, begins with the 
letter N, so I will look for that letter in the index. 
Here is the word nest. The page numbers are right 
next to the word. I will look on page 42. 

 Nest - place made or 
chosen by a bird for 
laying eggs and 
sheltering 

42 Look at this heading (tell), "Eggs and Nests". Here 
is a photograph of a nest. Let’s read this section 
right here under the heading.  
READ beginning at “A nest can be anything…”  
So, chicken was trying to build a nest to protect 
(tell) her babies, to keep them safe. The hat was a 
good thing to use to protect them. Protect means 
to keep safe. 

Heading – a title in bold print that tells 
what a page or section will be about 

Protect - keep safe 



 

 

42 
"Perfect Fit" 

I see lots of different kinds of eggs and nests on 
this page: fish eggs, frog eggs, and even shark eggs 
(point to all). 
Let’s look at this nest. It looks like a bird’s nest. 
Let’s read this caption (tell), which are words that 
explain a photograph.   
READ caption. 
So, this is a hummingbird nest, but I bet a chicken 
would build a similar nest. The hummingbird builds 
(act) a sturdy (tell), strong or not easily broken, 
nest to protect its babies. Chicken must have 
wanted the hat because it was sturdy enough to 
protect her babies.  

Caption – words that tell about a 
photograph 
Photograph – real picture 

Sturdy - strong, not 
easily broken 

46 Here is another photograph of a nest. The heading 
on this page says, "Animal Homes". Let’s read here 
and see what we can find out about nests. 
READ first section. 
Wow. I didn’t realize there were so many things 
that could harm, or hurt, baby animals. Nests must 
protect them from wind, rain and from predators. 
Chicken really did need that sturdy hat to build her 
nest. The hat would protect her babies from all 
kinds of things.  

 Harm - hurt 

 
 
 



 

 

Ask and Learn 

ASK: Question Related to Key Concept – Why did chicken work so hard to get scarecrow’s hat? 

- She needed a sturdy nest to protect her babies. 

- She wanted her babies to be safe from predators. 

  
Ask follow-up questions to scaffold children’s responses and lead them back to the key concept. If needed, go back into the text 
and show pictures. 

 
 
RESPOND: 
-  Take note of children’s  interests and follow through/explore at  the appropriate time.  
-  Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.  
-  Use correct syntax.  
-  Model rich vocabulary.  
-  Build on children’s statements by adding more information.   
– Use safety nets as needed.  



 

 

 


