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Emergent Writing 

Teaching Strategies 

Using the Show Me, Guide Me, Let Me Try (Modeling, 
Guided Practice, Independent Practice) teaching 
strategy will help you encourage and support writing. 
 

Teaching Tips 
• For each type of writing, model it, guide children through 

it, and let them try it on their own. 

• Focus on the link between talking and writing, so children 
understand that writing is another way to communicate 
what they want to say. 

• Modeling and guided practice give children the necessary 
skills for independent practice. 
 

Show Me: Modeling 
• What: Show children a new writing skill without expecting 

 them to participate. 

• Where: In large group and small group. 

• Why: To give children a clear idea of how they will 
 perform the new skill. 

• How: 
� Set up a situation in which it is meaningful to use 

writing. 
� Think aloud as you model writing.  
� Don’t provide children with materials during 

modeling. 
 

Guide Me: Guided Practice 
• What: Support children as they practice what you 

 taught during modeling. 

• Where: Usually in small group. 
 
 

• Why: To give children a safe place to try out a new skill 
 and to help you assess whether it’s necessary to     
 model the skill again. 

• How: 
� Remind children of the writing skill you modeled. 
� Explain that you will help them with the skill. 
� Work one-on-one with each child. 

 

Let Me Try: Independent Practice 
• What: Observe as children practice the skill on their own. 

• Where: In small group and center time. 

• Why: To assess if children can do the skills that you 
 taught during modeling and guided practice. 

• How: 
� Ask children key questions to get them started. 
� Encourage children to talk while they write. 
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