
 

 

Older Toddlers Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Nature, Animals, Plants, Living Things, Insects, Life Cycles, Ecology 
                                                                         

  

                                                                             

MARCH/APRIL INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 
HOW DOES THE WORLD WORK? HOW CAN WE TAKE CARE OF EARTH’S LIVING AND NON-LIVING THINGS?   

HOW DO THEY TAKE CARE OF US? 
 

Use child directed 
speech, touch, 
and a joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 
Stay tuned in to 

children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 

experiences while 
reading.

Model book handling 
skills without 

interrupting the flow 
of the story. “Let’s 

turn the page and see 
what happens next.” 

After reading-
encourage 

children to point 
to pictures or use 
key vocabulary to 

name pictures.

After reading, ask 
open-ended 

questions about 
events and the 

actions and feelings 
of characters.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, in 
any language!

Supports for Dual Language Learners
Prepare for your read aloud:

•Familiarize yourself with the focus words in English and in the children’s first languages. 
•Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant and elefante (Spanish). 
•If you do not speak the child’s first language, think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or a family member – can support you in reading or introducing the book in the child’s language. Even 

when the book is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 

When you are ready to read the book: 
•Read the book first or introduce the book in the child’s first language (either do it yourself or ask someone to help you). 
•Then, read the book in English on a different day. 
•Ideally, reads with DLLs should be done in small groups. You can group children who speak the same first language together. 

During the read:
•Ideally, when possible, read the book in English with DLLs in a small group.
•Make connections for focus words between English and first language. For example, you can say “Sound/sonido (soh-nee-doh) is something you can hear" as you clap your hands.
•Point out cognates. For example, you can say, “Different is diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh) in Spanish."

After the read: 
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day.
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song! 
•Books available in Spanish: I Love My Daddy Because...Quiero a mi papá porque...(Bilingual, English/Spanish), Lluvia (Rain), Lola planta un jardin (Lola Plants a Garden) 



 

 

Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 2 words. 

Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words depending on the stage of 
language development of the children in your classroom. 

For DLLs, you may need to also include some Tier 1 words as focus words. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the 
child/children in playful and 
loving interactions and 
capture the child’s/ children’s 
interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to 
the illustration on 
the book’s 
cover. Name the 
title of the book and 
the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing 
Statement  
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to 
the introductory 
statement.  
(Include an example of 
open-ended question.) 

 
 
 
 
 

Marta Big 
and Small 
By Jen Arena 

Clever/astuto (ahs-too-toh): Smart and having good ideas/inteligente, alguien que tiene 
buenas ideas 

Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh): Not the same/algo que no es lo mismo o igual a 
otra cosa 

Similar/similar (see-mee-lahr): Things that seem kind of the same/cosas que se parecen  

Compare/comparar (kohm-pah-rahr): To see how things are the same and different/mirar 
si las cosas lucen iguales o diferentes 

PAT: 
P: Marta, bug, elephant, horse, turtle, lion, rabbit A: move hands and body to represent 
the descriptive words in English and Spanish -e.g. big, small, slow, quiet, loud etc.  

Sing –                

If I say… 

If I say “stop,” you say … “go” 
If I say “fast,” you say … 

“slow” 
If I say “yes,” you say … “no” 

Opposites, opposites 
 

big/small 
short/tall 
none/all 

Opposites, opposites 

(To the tune of “Where is 
Thumbkin”) 

This is a book called 
Marta Big and 
Small. Marta meets 
many animals. I 
wonder what those 
animals think about 
her. Let's read and 
find out. 

We read about a girl 
named Marta. She met 
many animals and we 
saw what those animals 
thought about her. 
How did the animals 
think about Marta? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My First 
Book of Baby 

Animals  
by DK 

Sound/sonido (soh-nee-doh): Something you can hear/algo que puedes escuchar 

Movement/movimiento (moh-bee-myehn-toh): Not still/cuando no estás quieto 

Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh): Not the same/algo que no es lo mismo o igual a 
otra cosa 

Similar/similar (see-mee-lahr): Things that seem kind of the same/cosas que se parecen 

Compare/comparer (kohm-pah-rahr): To see how things are the same and different/mirar 
si las cosas lucen iguales o diferentes 

PAT: 
P: puppies, kittens, rabbits, etc. A:  Make sounds that animals make or act out the things 
that they are doing in the pictures T: Talk about any of the pictures of baby animals as you 
point to, talk about, and act out anything that the children seem interested in. There are 
many questions to foster discussion with children about these baby animals. This book has 
great pictures and content to return to across the year and across inquiries to spend time 
with a few pages that connect to children’s interest or other content you are working on 
together. Follow the child’s lead and attention, tuning in to what they are interested in 
and want to talk about more. 

Sing –           

Animals In Action 
(Greg & Steve Lyrics) 

Come on, everybody, 
Come down to the zoo. 

We're gonna' do a dance like 
the animals do. 

Animal Action 
It's so much fun. 
Animal Action, 

Move like an . . . elephant. 
(Repeat verse) 

. . . Move like a cat. 
. . . Move like a frog. 
. . . Move like a bird. 

. . . Move like a snake. 
. . . Move like a monkey. 

Animal Action, 
Oo, oo, oo. Animal Action. 

Let's read this book 
all about baby 
animals. There is 
even a page called 
"Happy Families" 
where we can see 
pictures of animal 
families. 

We saw many 
photographs of real 
baby animals! We even 
got to see photographs 
and read about animal 
families. What did you 
notice about the animal 
families? (turn to the 
final page of this book 
that has pictures of 
Happy Families) 



 

 

 
Anchor 
Books 

Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 2 words. 

Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words depending on the stage of 
language development of the children in your classroom. 

For DLLs, you may need to also include some Tier 1 words as focus words. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the 
child/children in playful and 
loving interactions and capture 
the child’s/ children’s interest in 
the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to 
the illustration on 
the book’s 
cover. Name the 
title of the book 
and the purpose 
for reading.  

Summarizing 
Statement  
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to 
the introductory 
statement.  
(Include an example of 
open-ended question.) 

 
 
 
 
 

I love my 
Daddy 

Because 
by Laurel 

Porter Gaylord 
Quiero a mi 

papá 
porque... 

Loving/amoroso (ah-moh-roh-soh) 

Safe/seguro(a) (seh-goo-roh): Feeling taken care of/sentirse cuidado(a)  

Warm/cálido (kah-lee-doh): Not too cold, not too hot/caliente  

Careful/cuidadoso (kwee-dah-doh-soh): To be safe/alguien que  

Caring/cariñoso (kah-ree-nyoh-soh): To be kind 

Protects/proteger (proh-teh-hehr): Keeping something or someone safe/mantener algo o  
alguien a salvo y seguro  

PAT: 
P: On each page point to the daddy and the baby and name the animal A: laugh, reach, sing 
T: As you read each page map on language to what the daddy is doing as you point to the 
illustration (e.g. “Look, they are playing with puppets!” or “I see the daddy penguin is 
keeping the baby safe and warm covered up on his feet!”) Follow the interest and attention 
of children as you talk together about the book!  
 

Read  –     

My Animal Dad Poem 

My Animal Dad is so much fun 
He plays with me in the sun. 
Even when it rains outside 

He is always there by my side. 
My Animal dad keeps me safe 

and warm 
He protects me from danger and 

harm. 
He cares for me and sings me 

songs 
My Animal dad is so sweet and 

strong! 
 

 In this picture I 
see a daddy lion 
and his cub. This 
story is called I 
Love My Daddy 
Because and is all 
about how 
grown-up 
animals take care 
of baby animals. 
Let’s find out if 
they do some of 
the same things 
your grown-up 
people do. 

We read about lots of 
different ways grown-
up animals take care 
of their baby. What 
are some of the ways 
that grown up animals 
take care of their 
babies? How do your 
grown-up people take 
care of you? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My First 
Book of 

Baby 
Animals  

by DK 

Play/jugar (hoo-gahr) 

Care/cuidar (kwee-dahr): To look after or take care of something/ocuparse o atender a una 
persona o algo 

Feed/alimentar (ah-lee-mehn-tahr): To give someone food/darle de comer a alguien 

Protects/proteger (proh-teh-hehr): Keeping something or someone safe/mantener algo o 
alguien a salvo y seguro  

PAT: 
P: puppies, kittens, rabbits, etc. A:  Make sounds that animals make or act out the things 
that they are doing in the pictures T: Talk about any of the pictures of baby animals as you 
point to, talk about, and act out anything that the children seem interested in. There are 
many questions to foster discussion with children about these baby animals. This book has 
great pictures and content to return to across the year and across inquiries to spend time 
with a few pages that connect to children’s interest or other content you are working on 
together. Follow the child’s lead and attention, tuning in to what they are interested in and 
want to talk about more. 

Read –  Baby Animals Poem 
(Include props) 

Baby animals 
Soft and sweet. 

Tiny mouths, 
Eyes still asleep. 

Some have feathers 
Some have fur 
So brand new 

They hardly stir. 
Baby animals 
Oh so small, 

Come in spring. 
We love them all! 

https://www.educationworld.co
m/a_earlychildhood/poems/poe

ms013.shtml 

Let's read this 
book that has 
real photographs 
of baby animals 
we read about in 
I Love My Daddy 
because! There is 
even a page 
called "Happy 
Families" where 
we can see 
pictures of 
animal families 
together. 

We saw many 
photographs of real 
baby animals! We 
even got to see 
photographs and read 
about animal families. 
What did you notice 
about the animal 
families (turn to the 
final page in book 
called "Happy 
Families.") 

https://www.educationworld.com/a_earlychildhood/poems/poems013.shtml
https://www.educationworld.com/a_earlychildhood/poems/poems013.shtml
https://www.educationworld.com/a_earlychildhood/poems/poems013.shtml


 

 

Anchor 
Books 

Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 2 words. 

Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words depending 
on the stage of language development of the children in your 
classroom. 

For DLLs, you may need to also include some Tier 1 words as focus 
words. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in playful and loving 
interactions and capture the child’s/ children’s interest in the 
book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to 
the illustration on 
the book’s 
cover. Name the 
title of the book 
and the purpose 
for reading.  

Summarizing 
Statement  
Make sure 
summarizing 
statement connects to 
the introductory 
statement.  
(Include an example of 
open-ended question.) 

 
 
 
 

Rain  
By Carol 

Thompson 

Drip/goteo (goh-teh-oh): A little bit of falling water/gotas de agua 
cayendo 

Drop/dejar caer (deh-hahr kah-ehr): To let go of or let fall 

Noise/ruido (rrwee-doh): A sound/un sonido  

Puddle/charco (chahr-koh): A tiny pool of rainwater and mud on the 
ground/un poco de agua y barro en el suelo  

Reflection/reflejo (rreh-fleh-hoh): To see ourselves/vernos a nosotros 
mismos 

Splash/salpicar (sahl-pee-kahr): To spread water all around/derramar 
agua por todo lado 

PAT: 
P: rain drop, cloud, rainbow, sun, puddle A: act out the sounds of this 
book as you say the words: plop, plip, splish, splosh, sploosh 

Read –                                My Reflection 
I look in the mirror and what do I see. 

I see, I see a reflection of me. 
I have one mouth, two ears, and two eyes that can see 

A beautiful reflection of me. 
*Use a handheld mirror as a prop. 

or      Sing –                       Here are Puddles   
Here are puddles, 
Here are puddles, 

Let’s jump in, 
Let’s jump in. 

Splash around the puddle, 
Splash around the puddle 

Let’s jump in, 
Let’s jump in. 

*Children make a circle, sing the song, and jump in when 
prompted. 

(To the tune of “Frere Jacques”) 

 This story is 
called Rain! It 
helps us think 
about rain and 
the fun sounds 
of rain. Let’s 
look and hear 
some of the 
sounds of rain. 

What are some of 
the sounds that the 
raindrops made? 
What are some 
sounds YOU might 
make when you 
play with water? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mud  
by Mary 
Lyn Ray 

Enjoy/disfrutar (dees-froo-tahr): To really like something/cuando te gusta 
algo mucho 

Notice/notar algo o a alguien (noh-tahr  ahl-goh  oh  ah  ahl-gyehn):  
To see or know/darse cuenta de alguien o de algo  

Magnificent/magnifico (mahg-nee-fee-koh): So amazing and wonderful/ 
algo maravilloso y asombroso 

Melt/derretir (deh-rreh-teer): To change from ice to water/cambiar de 
hielo a agua 

Scatter/esparcir (ehs-pahr-seer): To spread all around/poner por todos los 
lados 

Senses/sentidos (sehn-tee-dohs): Seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, and 
touching so we can learn about the world/visión, escuchar, oler, gusto y 
sentir, con estos podemos aprender sobre el mundo 

PAT: 
P: warm day, melting icicles turning to water, moon, earth, brown leaves, 
stones, pools of grass, hills, colors (green and yellow), mud, stick, grass  
A: smell, rises, rattling, flapping, stir, dig, dance, squishy sounds of mud     
T: unfrozen- melting as it gets warmer 

Read –                                       Mud 
Poem by Eileen Reese 

I love mud! 
Mud, Mud Mud! 

Ishy, gishy, super squishy, 
Mud, Mud Mud! 

Mud on my boots, mud on my hat, 
Mud on my dog 
Mud on my cat. 

Mud at the playground under the swings, 
I think mud is a beautiful, magnificent thing. 

I love to squish it! 
I love to squash! 

I don’t know why we have to wash it. 

This story is 
called Mud and 
is all about 
something that 
happens when 
the cold ground 
gets warmer. In 
this picture, I 
see a pair of 
feet standing in 
a squishy, 
magnificent 
mud puddle. 
Let’s look inside 
to see what this 
child likes about 
mud. 

We read that when 
the cold ground 
gets warmer, mud 
appears. What are 
some things the 
child likes about 
mud?  



 

 

Anchor 
Books 

Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 2 words. 

Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words depending on 
the stage of language development of the children in your classroom. 

For DLLs, you may need to also include some Tier 1 words as focus 
words. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in playful 
and loving interactions and capture the child’s/ 
children’s interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the 
book’s cover. Name the 
title of the book and the 
purpose for reading.  

Summarizing 
Statement  
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to 
the introductory 
statement.  
(Include an example of 
open-ended question.) 

 
 
 
 

Lola 
Plants a 
Garden  
by Anna 
McQuinn   

Patient/paciente (pah-syehn-teh): To be willing wait, sometimes for a 
long time/estar dispuesto a esperar, a veces por mucho tiempo  

Creative/creative (kreh-ah-teev-o): 
Find some things to do with something you already have/alkguien que 
crea  y hace cosas con lo que tiene 

Proud/orgulloso(a) (ohr-goo-yoh-soh): Happy with yourself/sentirse 
feliz de ti mismo por todo lo que haces y eres 

Special/especial (eh-speh-see-al): Different from all the others in such a 
good way/diferente de todos los demás  en buena manera 

Wait/esperar (ehs-peh-rahr): When something doesn’t happen right 
away/cuando las cosas no pasan inmediatamente 

PAT: 
P: book, flowers, string of bells, shells, beads, Mary Mary, tiny green 
shoot, flowers, Daddy, flower shirt, hair, friends, peas, strawberries  
A: pulls, open up to the sun, hang T: list- writing down things to 
remember; weeds-things we didn’t plant and don’t want to grow in our 
garden; shoot- baby plant; perfect- just like she wanted 
 

Sing –                                

Five Fat Peas 
(Finger Play) 

Five fat peas in a pea pod pressed  
(children hold hand in a fist) 

One grew, two grew, so did all the rest  
(put thumb and fingers up one by one) 
They grew and grew and did not stop 

 (raise hand in the air very slowly) 
Until one day, the pod went POP!  

(children clap hands together) 
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/songs-and-

rhymes/five-fat-peas 

This book is called Lola 
Plants a Garden. In this 
picture, Lola is looking 
at the plants in her 
garden. I see a watering 
can, seed packets, and 
spade. I wonder what 
Lola did and used to 
plant a garden. Let’s 
read and find out. 

 

We read about Lola 
and how she planted 
her garden. What did 
she do so the plants 
would grow? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Words of 
the 

World: 
Plants  

by 
Motomitxu 
Maehara 

Variety/variedad (bah-ryeh-dahd): Many different kinds of one 
thing/muchos tipos diferentes de una cosa 

Detailed/detallado (deh-tah-yah-doh): Even the tiniest parts are 
clear/prestar atención hasta las cosas más pequeñas 

Spectacular/espectacular (ehs-pehk-tah-koo-lahr): 
Awesome/maravilloso 

Surprising/sorprendido(a) (sohr-prehn-dee-doh): Something we don’t 
think will happen/algo que no pensamos que pudiera pasar 

PAT: 
P: cactus, sunflower, oak tree, fir tree, orchid, rose, baobab tree, palm tree, 
apple tree, poppy, sequoia, ginkgo, snake plant, fern, carrot, mimosa plant, 
tulip T: Point to pictures on the page and talk about the characteristics of 
the plant you are looking for on each page. For example, you might point to 
the cactus and say-- “Ouch! A cactus has thorns that are sharp. I wonder if 
the cactus’ thorns protect the cactus from animals that eat plants. Animals 
might not eat a plant that has sharp, pointy thorns.” 

Sing –                  There Was a Tree 

There was a tree 
(There was a tree) 

All in the wood 
(All in the wood) 
The prettiest tree 

(The prettiest tree) 
That you ever did see 

(That you ever did see) 
The tree in a hole 

And the hole in the ground 
And the green grass grows all around, all around 

The green grass grows all around. 

(Check here for the tune: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4NGABiouKg)  

This book is about 
different types of plants 
and words that people 
all over the world use 
for that plant. Let’s look 
and learn about the 
trees and plants that 
grow in our big world 
and the different 
languages we can use 
for each plant. 

 

We read all about 
plants in our world. 
What were some of 
the different plants 
that we read about? 

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/songs-and-rhymes/five-fat-peas
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/songs-and-rhymes/five-fat-peas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4NGABiouKg
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