
 

 

 

Assessment FOR/AS/OF Learning Comparison Chart 

The chart below details the characteristics of three types of assessments: (1) Assessment FOR 
Learning, (2) Assessment AS Learning, and (3) Assessment OF Learning. 

Assessment FOR Learning AS Learning OF Learning 

Type Formative 
Diagnostic 

Formative Summative 

What 

Involves the use of 
information about student 
progress to support and 
improve student learning 
and inform instructional 
practice and targets 

Involves student 
reflection on their learning 
and selfmonitoring 

Involves teachers’ use of 
evidence of student 
learning to make 
judgments about student 
achievement 

Who Teacher driven 
*Student driven with 
teacher guidance 

Teacher driven 

When Before and throughout 
the learning process 

Throughout the learning 
process 

End of the learning 
process 

Why 
Helps target areas of 
need, differentiate 
instruction, and provide 
meaningful feedback 

Helps students reflect, 
build accountability, and 
reinforce concepts learned 
through direct instruction 

Helps with data collection 
to show evidence of 
student progress, provide 
grades, and show how 
much a student learned 
after a unit of study 

Example 
Unit Pre-Tests, Quizzes, 
Formal Diagnostic 
Assessments 

Reflection Questions, 
Rubrics, Journal Write 
and Share 

Unit Post-Tests, 
Benchmarks 

*For assessments AS learning, younger students need more guidance with establishing routines 
and procedures for self-monitoring and reflecting on their learning. 




