
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 

(Tune In, Introduce the Story, Promote Language, and Summarize) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Inquiry Question: What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me? 

Possible themes: Family 

Salsa Lullaby 
Jen Arena 

Tune-In Example 

How will you engage the child/children in a playful and 

loving interaction and capture the child’s/children’s interest 

in the book? 

Introduce the Book 

Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 

Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading. 

Tune in to your toddlers by playing, singing, and dancing to a 

favorite song before you begin the read. Notice that they 

seem “excited” and happy as they dance and sing. As you sit 

down, invite them to “relax” and feel “calm” by taking a deep 

breath with you as you settle in to read the book.  

Music, singing, and dancing makes me so happy. I could tell 

by your dancing that this music and dancing made you all 

happy too! Music can also make me feel calm, or quiet. Or 

even relaxed – just easy and quiet and relaxed. The name of 

our story is Salsa Lullaby. It is a story about a family who 

loves music. Let’s read and find out what music did to help 

this family have fun, and then become calm, or quiet, and go 

to sleep. 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 

• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 

• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading 

• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what 

happens next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 

1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and 

props.  3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English 

throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to the pictures, act out words, and/or give  child friendly definitions) 

Pg. #  Point Act Tell Think Alouds 



 

1-2 

Mami, Papi, Baby, 

Music coming 

from the radio 

Dancing feet 
Lullaby: song that helps 

you go to sleep 

Hm- this seems like a fast song and Mami 

and the baby look really excited, or very 

happy and full of energy, about the music 

coming from the radio. I wonder why this 

book is called a “lullaby” and how this fast 

and exciting, happy and full of energy, 

music and dancing will help a baby relax or 

calm down and feel quiet and loose so they 

can go to sleep. Let’s turn the page and see 

what happens next. 

3-4 
Baby, Mami, Papi,  

Dog  

Dance/ 

baila (buy-la) 
 

Everyone looks excited- very happy and full 

of energy- to be dancing together to such 

fun music. 

5-6 Mami, Bottle Glides  

Hm, the baby and the daddy look like they 

are dancing and are really excited, or very 

happy and full of energy. Mami seems to 

have something in her hand that isn’t 

usually for dancing. It is a bottle. I wonder 

why she is dancing with a bottle. 

7-8  
Sing/canta (can-

tah) 
 

Sing with me “canta, canta, canta/sing, sing, 

sing” 

9-10 

 
Mami, Papi, Baby 

Lift arms up high, 

Spin and twist, 

Bounce, 

Wave fists 

 

 

 

Wow, let’s do that dance too and read that 

page again… Let’s imitate, or copy, them 

and dance together! 

 

11-12  
Jump/salta (sal-

tah) 
 

Jump with me, “salta, baby, salta. Jump, 

jump, jump!’ Everybody looks really 

excited, happy and full of energy, to be 

together as a family having fun and 

dancing, singing, and jumping. Hm. I don’t 

see how this is a lullaby that is supposed to 

help the baby feel relaxed and calm and 

ready to go to sleep. 

13-14 

Mami swaying,  

Papi turning out 

lights, 

Dog bringing the 

toy, 

Baby relaxed and 

eyes closing 

Sways slowly, 

Eyes closed 
 

Oh, this is different! I see Mami rocking the 

baby and his eyes are closing. It looks like 

Papi is turning down the lights to make it 

darker. I see the dog bringing the baby his 

toy. The baby looks more relaxed, like he is 

feeling quiet, calm, loose and easy. His eyes 

look more closed and sleepy here! 



 

15-16 
Mami and dog 

have eyes closed. 

Look/mira (mee-

rah) 

yawn 

 

I see that they are close to the baby crib. I 

notice the dog yawning 

The music seems to be slower… look at the 

notes further apart and bigger… I wonder if 

the music is also changing to help make the 

mood feel relaxed and calm. It looks like 

the Papi is giving the baby his toy and he 

may relax and go to sleep with it.  

17-18  
Cuddles, 

Asleep 

Lullaby- a slow, calm 

song that helps you 

relax and go to sleep 

 

19-20  
Sleep/duerme 

(doo-air-meh) 
 

Oh, I see the baby in his crib and cozy with 

his ped dog and his toy dog. His parents are 

in the door hugging and looking at him, 

They look happy and they love their baby 

and each other! They look calm and relaxed 

too! 

21-22  
Buenas Noches. 

Good night! 
 

It looks like the baby is relaxed and also 

having a dream of an adventure with his pet 

dog and his toy dog, flying through the 

night sky. He looks relaxed and calm in his 

bed and his face in his dream looks excited 

to be riding on his toy dog who has come 

to life in his dream. It seems like the baby 

and his family all love their nighttime lullaby 

dance party! 

 

Summarize (after you read) 

How will you make sure children comprehend the story? 

 

• Say “We just read about a family and their night 

time Salsa Lullaby. They were so excited or so 

happy and full of energy, as they sang, danced, 

jumped, and then relaxed and were calm and joyful 

together.  Let’s look back and see what the music 

inspired them to do and feel across this book. 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 

vocabulary to name pictures. 

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for 

infants and young toddlers. 

Suggested Pages 

for Summarizing 

 

Pg. 4 

Pg.12 

Pg. 14 

Pg. 20 

Pg. 22 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

 

 

1. excited- very happy and full of energy 

2. relaxed- feel easy, loose, and calm 

 

 

 



 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended 

questions about events, characters’ actions or 

feelings. One example for this book would be. 

“What were they feeling there? How do you 

know?“ 

• Respond to children’s answers by promoting 

language (honor all attempts to communicate, in 

any language). 

 

 

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners 

What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners (DLLs)? 

• Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the 

book with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff?  

 

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across 

languages? Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools 

like Google Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your 

classroom: 

1. excited – entusiasmado (in-tooz-e-ahz-mah-doh) 

2. relaxed- relajada (rel-ah-ha-dah) 

 

Additional words that might be helpful to teachers learning Spanish: 

1. delighted- encantrador (in-con-trah-door)- very happy 

2. calm-tranquila (tran-key-lah)- relaxed 

3. lullaby- cancion de cuna (can-see-on day coo-na)- a slow, calm song that helps you relax and go to sleep 

• What props or materials will you use? ____________________________________________________________ 

• Additional supports for this book: Recommended Perfect Pair: Welcome Song for Baby, Van Camp 

 Remember: 

• Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

• Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections). 

• You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information from this guide directly into your book. 

 


