
Components of Oral Language 

Language 
Systems 

Oral Language Written Language 

Listening 
(Receptive) 

Speaking 
(Expressive) 

Reading 
(Receptive) 

Writing 
(Expressive) 

Phonology 
The system that 

governs the 
sequence and 
distribution of 

speech sounds in 
words. 

ability to identify 
and distinguish 

phonemes while 
listening (i.e., 
phonological 
& phonemic 
awareness) 

appropriate 
production and 
articulation of 

phonemes while 
speaking 

understanding 
of letter-sound 

associations 
while reading 
(i.e., decoding) 

accurate spelling 
of words while 

writing (i.e., 
encoding) 

Morphology 
The system 
that governs 
the smallest 

meaningful parts 
of words. 

understanding 
morphemes 

when listening 

using 
morphemes 

correctly when 
speaking 

understanding 
of written word 

parts (affixes and 
roots) and their 
impact on word 

meaning 

appropriate use 
of word parts 
(affixes and 

roots) to convey 
meaning when 

writing 

Syntax 
The system 
that governs 

how words are 
organized in 
phrases and 
sentences. 

understanding 
sentence 

structure when 
listening 

using correct 
sentence 

structure when 
speaking 

understanding 
sentence 

structure while 
reading 

using correct 
sentence 

structure when 
writing 

Semantics 
The system that 

governs the 
meaning and 

context of words. 

listening 
vocabulary 

speaking 
vocabulary 

reading 
vocabulary 

writing 
vocabulary 

Social 
Communication 

The system 
that governs 

how language 
is used in social 

context (includes 
discourse). 

understanding 
of the social 
aspects of 

spoken language, 
including 

conversational 
exchanges 

social use of 
spoken language, 

including 
appropriate, 

relevant 
communication 

understanding 
point-of-view, 
needs of the 
audience, etc 

conveying 
point-of-view, 

intended message, 
etc 
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