
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Kindness/amabilidad (ah-mah-bee-lee-dahd): to do something that makes someone feel happy/cuando haces algo para que alguien se sienta feliz

Memory/recuerdos (rreh-kwehr-doh): something that has happened that you think and feel about/lo que piensas y como te sientes de algo que ya paso

Remember/recordar (rreh-kohr-dahr): to think and have feelings about something that happened before/pensar en algo que ya ha pasado 

Precious/valioso (bah-lyoh-soh): something or someone so special and loved/alguien o algo especial

Friendship/amistad (ah-mees-tahd): looking out for, taking care of, and sharing life with others/cuando compartes tu vida con alguien que quieres y cuidas

Main Idea: Our memories and stories are an important part of who we are and sharing them with others is part of friendship.

Inquiry Questions:  How can we take care of ourselves and each other? 
What does it mean to show kindness?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
With your child, look back at pictures from when your child was little and also share pictures of when you were little! Talk about and share memories that are 
precious to you. Collect objects, pictures, etc or draw them to make a memory collage or shelf of things that help you and your child remember important parts of 
your stories. 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Morning Meeting/
Circle Time/Emergent Writing: 

Invite children to bring in something 
precious to them (or a picture of the 

item). Ask them to tell the class about the 
item and a memory that makes the item 

precious to them.

Make a book together of things that are 
precious to each person because of 

the memories they hold.

Throughout the Week:

Connect with the inquiry 
questions across the week. Learn 
from each child what people and 
memories are precious to them. 

Make a point to tell each child what you 
find so precious and special about them 

and things you remember that they 
have said and done that show 

kindness.

Social Emotional:

As a class, decide on a secret act 
of kindness that you all can do each 

day. Plan and carry out these small acts of 
kindness. 

Talk about how these acts of friendship and care 
spread joy and love. Talk about how people will 
remember the small things we do to help them 

and show them how special they are to us. 
Talk about how spreading kindness and 

doing helpful things makes us joyful 
too!

Family Connection:

Invite families to send in a 
photo and written memory 

from when their child was little. 
Display the photos and stories 

on a “Precious Memories” 
wall.Closing Circle: 

At the end of the day in 
closing circle go around and have 

every person remember a time that 
day when they saw someone show 
kindness. You can use the frame “I 

remember when ... (share the kindness, 
i,e. Rhua helped me when I fell; Caleb 

shared with me, etc.).” and others 
who saw that kindness can reply,  

“I remember that too!”

Wilfrid Gordon 
by Mem Fox

Emergent Writing/Art

Write a class book called “Friendship 
is....” What can we do as a class to show 

others they are precious and loved? How do we 
celebrate friendship?

Invite the children to illustrate their own page and use 
language experience approach to transcribe what they 

say. 

Put the book in the classroom library for children to 
read together to remember kindnesses that are 

such a part of friendships. 
Art:

Invite children to 
create/paint a picture of 
people who are precious 

to them.


