
 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: (Tune: Frère Jacques) 

Where's your pocket? (x2) Find it now (x2) What would you put in it? (x2) Think, think, think (x2) 
Story Title: A Pocket for Corduroy   Author: Don Freeman 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: This is Corduroy. It 
looks like he has his paw in a pocket. 
And look, there is a spool of thread. 
I’m thinking that someone sewed that 
pocket on Corduroy’s overalls for him. 
I wonder why Corduroy wanted a 
pocket? Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: I wonder how 
Corduroy felt when he finally got a 
pocket. Let’s read and find out. 
 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
this story so well, I would like for you 
all to help tell the story. I wonder why 
Lisa gave Corduroy a card with his 
name on it to put in his pocket? Let’s 
read to find out. 

Main Idea: If something is precious to you, it is important to take good care of it. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 
Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 1 Lisa, her mother  
Laundry- clothes that need to be washed 
Laundromat-a place to take laundry to wash and dry it 

Pg. 2-3 Corduroy, Lisa  Busy- lots of activity, lots of people there 

Pg. 4-5 Lisa perked up his ears 
Perked up his ears- started paying attention, listening 
Patiently- nicely, not in a hurry 
Precious- very special 

Pg. 8-9 pile, laundry bag  Fancy- really special, not plain 

Pg. 10-11 climbed, Lisa, chair  
Without hesitating- doing it right away 
Dampness- a little bit of wetness 
Cave- a hole inside a big rock where animals can live 

Pg. 12-13 
young man, beret, Corduroy, 

bag 
tossed 

Reluctant- she didn’t want to do it 
Insisted- said someone had to do something 
Beret- a kind of hat 
Discovered- found 

Pg. 14-15 overalls tumbled Damp- a little wet 

Pg. 16-17 artist, sketch pad dizzy, spinning, swirling 
Inspired- made someone want to do something 
Studio- place where an artist works 
Manager- person who runs the laundromat 

Pg. 18-19 Corduroy, artist, snow  Search- look for something 

Pg. 20-21  tipped, steep Accidentally- didn’t mean to do something 

Pg. 22-23 basket nodded Drowsy- a little bit sleepy 

Pg. 24-25 manager, Lisa  Senorita- Spanish word for Miss 

Pg. 26-27  squeeze Rascal- someone who plays tricks on people 

Pg. 28 pocket, card sewed, tucked, nuzzled  

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 

1. curious – want to know about something 
2. disappeared – went away 
3. concerned - worried 
4. comfortable – to feel good 
5. disappointed – upset because things didn’t work out the way you wanted them to 

 



 
 

 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 

place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes 

directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 
 

1st Read Think Alouds 
Pg. 

 
2nd Read Think Alouds 

3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 3 
Lisa is going to help her mom with 
the laundry. I wonder if Corduroy 
will remember Lisa’s directions. 

Pg. 3 

Lisa is probably thinking, “I can’t hold 
Corduroy while I am helping mother 

with the wash, but if he sits in this chair 
and waits for me, he will be fine.” 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 3 
Pg. 5 
Pg. 6 
Pg. 7 
Pg. 9 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 12 
Pg. 13 
Pg. 14 
Pg. 15 
Pg. 18 
Pg. 22 
Pg. 23 
Pg. 24 
Pg. 25 
Pg. 26 
Pg. 27 
Pg. 28 
 

Pg. 5 
Lisa heard her mom’s words. I notice 

how she is checking her pockets 
carefully for her precious things. 

Pg. 6 
Corduroy is feeling concerned that he 
doesn’t have a pocket for his precious 

things. It’s a problem for him 

Pg. 6 

Corduroy realizes he doesn’t have a 
pocket! This is a problem for 

Corduroy. He needs a pocket like 
Lisa so he will have a place to put his 

precious things. 

Pg. 9 

Corduroy is determined to find a 
pocket. I wonder if he knows this is a 
laundry bag. I’m thinking he might go 

inside it. 

Pg. 7 
I’m thinking that Corduroy is going 

to search for a pocket to find a 
solution to fix his problem. 

Pg. 11 
Corduroy is gone and Lisa is feeling 

worried. Her friend disappeared. 

Pg. 9 
Corduroy is really determined. I 

wonder if he knows this is a laundry 
bag. He seems curious about it.   

Pg. 12 
 

Look at Lisa’s face. She looks so 
disappointed to be leaving without 

Corduroy. I bet she is thinking, 
“Corduroy, where are you? I don’t want 
to leave you here but my mother says 
we have to go. I’ll be back tomorrow.” 

Pg. 10 
He doesn’t know it’s a laundry bag! 

He thinks it’s a cave. 
Pg. 13 

Corduroy is probably thinking, “Oh no! 
Where is this man putting me? I am 
stuck in all these wet clothes.” He 

probably feels scared. 

Pg. 11 

Lisa notices that Corduroy 
disappeared. I’m thinking that he 
didn’t remember Lisa’s directions. 

She must be so disappointed that she 
cannot find her bear. 

Pg. 14 
The man is curious. He is trying to figure 
out how Corduroy got mixed in with his 
things. He’s probably a little confused. 

Pg. 18 

The artist put Corduroy on top of 
the washing machine. He must be 

concerned because he knows 
someone lost their special bear. 

Pg. 15 

The artist is probably thinking, “This 
poor bear got all wet in my bag. I bet he 
will feel better if his overalls were nice 
and dry.” He wants to make Corduroy 

feel comfortable. 

Pg. 23 
I’m thinking he doesn’t know he is in 

a laundry basket, but it must be 
comfortable if he fell asleep. 

Pg. 22 

I’m thinking Corduroy doesn’t know this 
a laundry basket. Look at this face, he 

looks scared. I’m thinking he might even 
be a little lonely and afraid. 

Pg. 24 

I noticed that Lisa arrived early 
before any new customers came to 

the laundromat. She must really 
want to get Corduroy back. 

Pg. 24 
I’m thinking Corduroy is really precious 
to Lisa. She is determined to find him. 

Pg. 25 

The manager saw Corduroy in the 
laundry basket! He is in same place 

he nodded off to sleep the night 
before. 

Pg. 26 
Look at Lisa’s face, I think she is happy 

that she found Corduroy. 



 
 

 

Pg. 27 

I’m thinking Lisa is holding Corduroy 
so tight because she doesn’t want to 
lose him on the way home. It looks 

like she is in a hurry to get back 
home. 

Pg. 28 
Look at Corduroy’s face, I bet Corduroy 

might be feeling excited that he has 
finally gotten a pocket. 

Pg. 28 

Now Corduroy has a card with his 
name on it to keep in his pocket! In 
case he gets lost and someone finds 

him, they will know who he is. 

  

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you stated 
before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

*Cut dotted 

lines 

Why did Corduroy want a 
pocket? 

 

How did Corduroy feel when 
Lisa sewed a pocket on his 
overalls? 

Why did Lisa give Corduroy a 
card with his name on it to put 
in his pocket? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  
 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 
 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea If something is precious to you, it is important to take good care of it. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play:  Add some teddy bears, laundry related items and “pockets” to the dramatic play area. 
Encourage children to re-enact different parts of the story. 
 
Writing Center:  Provide children with envelopes and allow them to decorate a pocket for Corduroy. 
Have children write their name on index card to place in the pocket for Corduroy to find later. 
 
Small Groups:  Revisit the story. Ask children to draw and write about what they would put in their 
pocket. Assist children with labeling their pictures. 

 

Supports for 

Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. Learn more by 
checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 
 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words? A connected Focus Word Visual set 

resource is available in the Cox Campus Resource Library. 
 How do you say these focus words in the home language? (Spanish below) 

          1.Curious: curioso (cure-ee-oh-so) 
          2.Disappeared: desaparecido (des-ah-par-eh-see-dough) 
          3.Concerned: preocupado (pray-oc-ew-pah-dough) 
          4.Comfortable: cómodo (co-mo-dough) 
          5.Disappointed: decepcionado (deh-sep-C-oh-nah-dough) 
 
Props: Be creative and use items that you have that will help children understand the story. Suggestions: 
teddy bear, an item of clothing with a pocket 


