
 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: (to the tune of ‘Mary had a little lamb’): 
“Will you meet a friend of mine, a friend of mine, a friend of mine? Will you meet a friend of mine? This is my friend!” 
Story Title:  Farfallina and Marcel               Author:  Holly Keller 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: Here are Farfallina 
and Marcel.  When they were young, 
they played together all the time.  Then 
something happened and they couldn’t 
find each other.  I wonder what caused 
these two friends to separate.  Let’s 
read and find out.  

Purpose of Read: We know that in 
the beginning of this story, Farfallina 
and Marcel became good friends.  
And, we know what happened that 
caused them to separate and then 
come together again.  Let’s read to 
find out some of the feelings they 
had because those events happened.  

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
the story so well, I’d like for you to 
help me tell it! I’m wondering why 
Farfallina and Marcel were willing to 
wait for each other. Let’s read and 
find out.  

Main Idea: Good friends are worth waiting for. 
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 2 Farfallina peer, huddle peer- to look carefully 

Pg. 3 Marcel   

Pg. 4   agreed- he thought the same thing as Farfallina 

Pg. 8   out of sight- can’t be seen 

Pg. 11   
reflection- seeing yourself   
recognize- to know someone because you have 
seen them before 

Pg.13 cocoon hanging in tree snuggled blanket of glossy silk – called a cocoon 

Pg. 14 cocoon   

Pg. 16  fluttered confused- to not understand 

Pg. 17  shivered disappointment- feeling of being upset because 
things did not happen like you hoped they would 

Pg. 20   brilliant- bright 
 Vanished- to disappear; to go away 

Pg. 21   cheer up- to make feel better 

Pg. 22   explained- talk about something so that it makes 
sense 

 



 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. separated- not together 
2. disappeared – not able to see something anymore 
3. different- not the same 
4. recognize – to know something/ you have seen it before 

 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 
and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these 
notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 
1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 8 

Let’s think about what has happened 
so far.  In the beginning of the story, 
everything was going great.  
Farfallina and Marcel met, became 
good friends, nd had a great time 
together. Now, things have changed.  
Farfallina started to feel 
uncomfortable and then she climbed 
a tree.  She disappeared. 

Pg. 7 
They were so happy because they 
enjoyed being together.  They were 
becoming close friends 
 

Choose a few pages of 
the book that include 
significant events.  
 
Use the following 
scaffolds to elicit 
responses from the 
children in your class:  
 
What’s happening 
here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children 
in your class and 
verbally prompt them 
to use vocabulary 
previously modeled in 
the 1st & 2nd Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below 
to review. 
Pg. 8 
Pg. 10 
Pg.11 
Pg. 14 
Pg. 16 
Pg. 18 
Pg. 22 
Pg. 24 

Pg. 10 
I don’t understand why Farfallina 
would leave her best friend.  There 
must have been a reason. 

Pg. 8 
Marcel must be worried.  He is 
probably thinking, “Where is she 
going?  Why is she leaving me?  We 
were having so much fun.” 

Pg. 11 
Notice how Marcel has changed.  He 
looks different compared to the way 
he looked weeks ago. 

Pg. 
11 

He must feel surprised.  He 
probably thought, “I don’t look like 
myself anymore.  I have changed 
and I’m different.  I am bigger now.”  
I wonder if Farfallina would 
recognize me. 

Pg. 14 

Oh, now I understand why Farfallina 
left Marcel.  It was time for her to 
change into a butterfly. Time has 
passed and now Farfallina has turned 
into a butterfly 

Pg.15 

I don’t think she realized how much 
time had passed.  It had been a long 
time.  But I think that Farfallina 
expected Marcel to be there.  She 
was probably looking forward to 
seeing him. 

Pg. 18 

Farfallina comes every day to the 
pond where she last saw Marcel, 
looking for the small gray bird that 
she had not seen in weeks.  She does 
not realize that this large, handsome 
goose is Marcel She does not 
recognize him! 

Pg.16 
 

She doesn’t understand why Marcel 
is not there.  She must be feeling so 
upset.  She doesn’t realize that 
Marcel is right there in the pond.  
She doesn’t recognize him.   



 

Pg. 24 

Oh, now I understand why these 
friends were separated! Farfallina 
climbed that tree because it was time 
for her to change into a butterfly.  
She was there a long time.  And, 
during this time that she was away, 
Marcel was also changing.  He was 
growing bigger.  When Farfallina 
finally came back as a butterfly, they 
did not recognize each other because 
they had both changed and looked 
different! 

Pg.22 

Even though they don’t recognize 
each other, they still feel like they 
know each other 

Pg.   Pg.23 

They must feel so happy to find 
each other again.  They are together 
again after being separated for a 
long time 

 

Ask Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you 
stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 
Why did Farfallina have to 
crawl up into the tree? 
 

Why were Farfallina and 
Marcel confused and lonely 
when they couldn’t find each 
other? 

Why were Farfallina and 
Marcel willing to wait for each 
other? 

Respond Scaffold children’s responses by:  
• Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
• Using proper grammar & syntax 
• Modeling rich vocabulary 
• Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

*If children have difficulty responding to open ended wh-questions consider using the following 
scaffolds: 

• Provide a forced choice (ex. Is it ________ or _______?). Let the child supply the answer. 
• Begin a sentence and let the child finish (He ran away after he __________.) 
• Provide semantic cues and let the child finish.  (Teacher: What do you call the place where 

we live with our families? We eat and sleep there. It is our________.) 
• Provide phonemic cues and let the child finish a word (ex. He performed tricks for 

his…Teacher: /f/… Child: family). 

Main Idea Good friends are worth waiting for. 

Tie Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).  For Example:   



 

Dramatic Play: Provide children with butterfly wings (from a dress up collection, or made from paper!) 
and blankets to use for cocoons. Allow them to recreate a butterfly transforming from a caterpillar.  
 
Writing Center: Provide a variety of small cards, and allow the children to write notes to their friends, 
telling them why they are so special 
 
Small Groups: During small group math, use unifix cubes to measure the lengths of different 
caterpillars and butterflies (made of paper). You can talk about the different lengths, which is longest, 
shortest, widest, etc 

 

Supports 
for Dual 

Language 
Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox 
Campus. 

• Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 

• When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  

• Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
A connected Focus Word Visual set resource is available in the Cox Campus Resource Library. 

• How do you say these focus words in the home language? (Spanish below) 

1. separated: separados (sep-er-ah-dose) 
2. disappeared: desaparecido (des-ah-par-eh-see-dough) 
3. different: diferente (dif-er-N-tay) 
4. recognize: reconocer (reh-con-oh-sair) 

• Props: Be creative and use items that you have that will help children understand the story. 
Suggestions:  goose, caterpillar, or butterfly (toys, handmade paper cut outs, or printed pictures) 


