
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 

(Tune In, Introduce the Story, Promote Language, and Summarize) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Friends/Amigos: My first Bilingual book Milet Publishing 

Possible Inquiry Question: What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me? 

Possible Themes: Friends, family, school 

Tune-In Example 

How will you engage the child/children in a playful and loving 

interaction and capture the child’s/children’s interest in the 

book? 

Introduce the Book 

Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 

Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading. 

Choose one of the following songs to tune in to your 

toddlers: 

“The more we get together, together, together 

The more we get together the happier we’ll be. 

For your friends are my friends- 

And my friends are your friends 

The more we get together the happier we’ll be!” 

 

Another great song option:  

“Hello, Maggie! Maggie is our friend. We love Maggie 

and we’re glad she is our friend! “ 

(sing for each child) 

Our book today is called Friends. This is a book about 

friends who love and care for each other. It is also 

about the happiness everyone feels when they are 

together with their friends and being kind to their 

friends.  Let’s read and think about what it means to 

be a friend. 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice.  

• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 

• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 

• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what happens 

next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 

1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and 

props.        3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and 

English throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to the pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions) 



 

Pg. #  Point Act Tell 
Think Alouds 

1-2 Dog, Ball   

Look, the girl and her friend the dog love 

to play together, with each other! They 

look like they are having fun playing 

together, with each other and with the 

ball! 

3-4 Play  Rest: sleep 

These dog friends do many things 

together, with each other. Here I see them 

playing and over there they are all resting 

together. Look they are laying down and 

relaxed. 

5-6  Laugh  
You and I laugh together too. We laugh 

with each other. You are so fun and funny! 

7-8   

Include: to be together 

and part of the group 

 

Take care: be kind and 

help them have what 

they need to be safe 

and happy 

In this picture I see a friend who is 

standing apart from others and the kids on 

the carpet are welcoming this friend to be 

together with each of them. It looks like 

they are waving hi, and saying come sit 

here with us. They are taking care of each 

other by making sure each friend is 

included. 

9-10 

 

Adults/parents/grown 

ups 

 

Children/kids 

 

Parents: adults in the 

family 

 

Full: many people in it 

 

 

 

 

11-12   

Share: everyone gives 

to each other and 

everyone has enough 

 

Different: special/not 

the same 

Look, each of the friends brought some 

special and different food that they love to 

share with their friends. They are all being 

kind and learning about each other 

together, with each other! 

13-14 Cry   

Hm, here it looks like the children are 

upset with each other. They might be 

having a problem, or some trouble, that 

made them upset and they need to figure 

out how to solve or fix the problem or 

trouble together with each other. 

Problems and troubles happen. I see they 

are both sitting like this, with their arms 

crossed and one is sad and crying. I 



 

wonder what they might do to be kind and 

take care of each other so they can play 

together, with each other again.  

15-16    

I see that the girls here are sitting 

together, with each other, again with their 

arms on their friend’s shoulder and smiles 

on their faces as they look at each other. 

Here I see them holding hands and 

running off to play. I even notice that the 

cloud is a heart. I think they must have 

found a solution, they have fixed the 

trouble, or problem, together with each 

other. In in this picture I see them being 

kind and showing their friend how much 

they love them. 

Summarize (after you read) 

How will you make sure children comprehend the story? 

 

• Say “We just read about friends. Let’s look back and 

think about what it means to be a friend and how 

friends feel and what they do when they are together!” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 

vocabulary to name pictures. 

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants 

and young toddler 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 

about events, characters’ actions or feelings. One 

example for this book would be “How did the friends in 

this book show care for each other?” “How does this 

friend feel? What does it mean to take care of each 

other and solve problems together?”) 

• Respond to children’s answers by promoting language 

(honor all attempts to communicate, in any language). 

Suggested Pages 

for Summarizing 

 

Pg. 6 

Pg. 8  

Pg. 12 

Pg. 14  

Pg. 16 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

 

1. together- with each other 

2. problem-trouble 

4. solve- fix; solution- a way to fix 

 

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners 

What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners (DLLs)? 

• Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the book 

with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff? ____________________________  

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across 

languages? Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools like 

Google Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your classroom:  



 

1. together-juntos (hoon-tos)  

2. problem- problema (prob-lem-ah)  

3. solve- resolver (ray-sol-ver)/solution- solución (so-loo-see-ohn)  

  

Additional support words for teachers learning some Spanish  

1. friend- amigo (ah-me-go)  

2. I love you- te quiero (taykey-air-oh)  

3. I love it- me gusta- (may goose-ta)  

4. take care- cuidar (quee-dar)  

5. share- compartir (come-par-tear)  

6. playing- jugar (hoo-gar)  

7. conflict- conflicto (con-flic-toh)  

8. kind- amable  (ah-mah-blay)  

9. included-incluida (in-clue-ee-dah)  

 

 

• What props or materials will you use? ____________________________________________________________ 

• Additional supports for this book:  Perfect Pair recommendation: My Friends/Mis Amigos by Taro Gomi 

 Remember: 

• Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

• Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections).  

• You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information from this guide directly into your book.  

 


