Rollins Center for Language & Literacy

START: READ 1 Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds

Complex Storybook

The Little Engine that Could by Watty Piper

Goals for Read 1

Push In and Connect Key Events

Push-In Story Problem and Target Vocabulary

Read 1: STATE

STATE: Show cover illustration and identify title and author. The title of the book is The Little Engine that Could and the author, or
the person who wrote the story, is Watty Piper.

STATE: Purpose of Read 1. Point to the cover illustration. Trains have very important jobs. They transport or carry things people
need from one place to another. | wonder why this little train’s job is so important. Let’s read and find out.

Read 1: TEACH

TEACH: Push-in story problem that’s connected to the story purpose by using the think-aloud strategy (I wonder, | noticed, | was
thinking....). This is where you can turn back to previous pages to connect events and infer the story problem.

Oh, now | know the problem. Remember back at the beginning of the story (turn page back) when...

Problem: The train that is carrying toys and food for children who live on the other side of the mountain gets stranded. If she doesn’t get
help children won’t get what they need

TEACH: Push-in and connect key events that relate to the story problem.

Page # | Events

Page # | Previous Event/Explanation

9 The train gets stranded- it can’t move; it’s stuck. Thisis a | 1-7 Turn back to review all the items on the train.
problem because if the train can’t move, it won’t be
able to transport (or bring) toys and food to the children
on the other side of the mountain.

10 | am thinking that the children didn’t have a way to get
toys where they lived. They were dependent on the
train to bring them to where they lived. Without the
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help of the train, they would not get the items they
need.

12-13 | Notice how the dolls, stuffed animals and clown are
standing near the train tracks so they can get the shiny
new engine’s attention. An engine is always the first car
of a train, because it has to pull the other cars.

14-15 | | think the passenger engine is refusing to help because
he thinks he is more important than the little engine. He
must think, since he is big, fancy and transports people
from one place to another, he is just too important to
help out a little train.

19 The dolls and toys asked the big freight engine to please
help pull their train. They tried to make him understand
that children were dependent on their train to bring
them food and toys. Without his help, the children
would not get what they needed.

21 But the big, strong freight train refused to help because
he thinks his job of pulling machines is more important
than the train’s job. He must not think that the little
train is important enough for him to pull.

25 Notice the same thing happened again. The dolls and 14-15, | (14-15) Remember when the dolls and toys begged the
toys keep asking the engines that passed by for help. shiny new engine to help them, he refused to help.
They were determined to get help for the train. 19 (19)Next, the freight engine refused to help pull the train.
But the old engine refused to help. In fact, he didn’t Now, the old engine is refusing to help because he is just
even try. He just kept saying “I can not, | can not”. too tired. This is a big problem. If the little train doesn’t get

help from another engine, the children won’t get food and
toys. They are depending on this little train to bring them
what they need. I'm thinking this train has a very important
job! Even though she is little, her job is just as important as
the big engines’.

31 The dolls and toys were determined to get help.

After they asked for help and explained their problem,
the little engine realized how important the train’s job
was. She understood that the boys and girls were
dependent on her to bring them their toys and food. So
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she hitched herself to the little train. Finally, an engine is
willing to help the train.

32-33 | | think the little engine is determined to get over the
mountain and help the children. She is willing to try her
best and not give up.

She has a goal- a very important job she wants to do.
She knows that children are dependent on her.

She encourages herself by saying “l think | can, | think

can.”

34 The little engine is so determined to reach her goal. She Note: Have the children join in by saying “I think | can..”
is trying her very best to do this important job- to help along with the little engine.
children who are dependent on her.

37 The little engine believed her job was important and she

was determined to try her best to reach this goal. She
did not give up until she made it up that mountain!
When she reached her goal, she smiled and said, “I
thought | could, | thought | could.”

TEACH: Push-in target vocabulary using PAT.
Page # | Point Act Tell
1 Train Rumbled- make rumbling
sound
2 Cars filled with good things Jolly- happy
3 Giraffes, teddy bears, elephant
4 Clown, airplanes, tops, books
6 Oranges, apples, mil, spinach, lollipops
9 Jerk Merrily- happily
11 Shiny new engine, dolls and toys (p. 12) Cried out- yelled
12 Broken down- stopped working
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14 Shiny new engine Snorted
17 Sad, called out
18-18 | Another engine, dolls and toys
20 Freight engine Bellowed
22-23 | Clown, freight engine, tired Indignantly- angrily, as if he really doesn’t like them
24-25 | Dolls and toys Sighed Weary- tired
26-27 | Clown, little blue engine Chugging, sad, crying Merrily-in a happy way
32-33 Hitched- (connect hands Aboard- on the train
together), pulled, tugged,,
cheer
34 Faster, climbed (move arms)
37 Thought (point to side of
head)

Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story:

Engine- the front car of a train that has the power to pull all the other cars behind it

Stranded- stuck in one place; can’t move

Determined- to keep trying your best to get what you want; not quit or give up because you want something so much
Refuse- not willing to do something

Transport- carry people, animals, or things from one place to another

Encourage- to get someone to do something in a helpful way

Goal- something important that you want to do

Read 1: ASK

ASK: Why was the little train’s job so important?

Possible Answers:

e Children would not have toys and food if the train could not transport them to the other side of the mountain. They were dependent
on them for their toys and food.

e If she didn’t do her job the best she could, children would not get their toys and food.
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Read 1: RESPOND

RESPOND:
e Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.
e Use correct syntax.
e Model rich vocabulary.
e Build on children’s statements by adding more information.

Read 1: TIE

TIE:
e Summarize main idea: When we try our best and don’t give up we are better able to get what we want- or reach our goals.
¢ Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story.

R d R- h This material is copyright protected by the Rollins Center for Language & Literacy at the Atlanta Speech School. Please reproduce for use with
ea lg t teachers, leaders, and parents. For more information, contact the Rollins Center at RollinsInfo@AtlantaSpeechSchool.org.

from the Start



mailto:RollinsInfo@AtlantaSpeechSchool.org

Rollins Center for Language & Literacy

START: READ 2 Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds

Complex Storybook

The Little Engine that Could by Watty Piper

Goals for Read 2

Push In and Connect Characters’ Feelings with Key Events

Push-In Story Problem and Target Vocabulary

Read 2: STATE

STATE: Show cover illustration and identify title and author. The title of the book is The Little Engine that Could and the author, or the
person who wrote the story, is Watty Piper.

STATE: Story Problem. In this story, the little train was stranded and couldn’t transport the toys and dolls to the children.

STATE: Purpose of Read 2. Point to cover illustration. The toys, dolls and the little blue engine all tried their best to help make sure that
children got their food and toys. | wonder how they all felt as they were trying to reach this goal. Let’s read and find out.

Read 2: TEACH

TEACH: Push-in characters’ thoughts and feelings (as they connect to key events) that relate to the story problem.

Page # | Events

Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings

1 The train rumbled over the tracks. This train looks excited about having the important job of transporting all these things.
| bet she feels really important!
7 The little train was transporting toys Food and toys are important to children. | bet the little train feels proud. She feels
and food to children good about herself because she has an important job. Look at her face. (page 1)
9 The train was stranded- it was stuck Look at this doll and clown waving their arms. They must be feeling really upset. They
and could not move. must be thinking, “Oh no! The children are waiting on us! How will we get there if the

train can’t move?”
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15 The passenger engine refused to help Look at the faces of the toys and dolls. They look so disappointed that the shiny new
the little train. engine refused to help them. They must feel really sad that their plan to get the engine

to help didn’t work.

18 The dolls and toys got off the train and | | can see that the dolls and toys felt determined to get help. They are begging the
asked the freight engine for help. engine for help. They said, “Please, oh please pull our train over the mountain!”

20-21 | The freight engine refused to help the The train and the toys must feel so disappointed that the freight engine wouldn’t help
little train. them either. Just look at their sad faces.

22-23 | The toys and dolls run towards the | can tell the dolls and toys are determined to find an engine that will help them reach
freight engine to ask for help again. their goal, which is to get to the children on the other side of the mountain.

24-25 | The rusty old engine refused to help the | Look, the dolls and toys are crying because they are so upset. | bet they are
little train. The dolls and toys started to | disappointed that the old engine wouldn’t even try. He just kept saying, “I can not. |
cry. can not.”

28 When the little blue engine stopped to | They have been asking for help again and again. So far not one engine has been
help, they explained how there were helpful. They are hoping that the kind little engine is going to help them. They are
children who were dependent on the determined to reach their goal and get to the children no matter what!
train to bring them food and toys.

32-33 | The little engine hitched herself to the She is determined to pull the little train up the mountain! | think she is saying “I think |
train and is starting to pull her slowly. can” as a way to encourage herself to complete this difficult job. She has a goal to

reach!
Look at how happy the dolls and toys look! They must be thinking, “We feel so so glad
we are finally on our way up this mountain to see the children!”

37 The little blue engine is heading back The little engine looks so glad that she made it up and down the mountain by herself.
down the mountain after bringing the | think she must feel so proud of herself! She worked very hard to get the train to the
little train to the top. top of the mountain and she did it! | bet the toys and dolls and the little train are also

proud, because they worked hard and they finally reached their goal. They got what
they wanted in the end!

TEACH: Push-in target vocabulary using PAT.

Page # | Point Act Tell
1 Train Rumbled- make rumbling
sound
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2 Cars filled with good things Jolly- happy
3 Giraffes, teddy bears, elephant
4 Clown, airplanes, tops, books
6 Oranges, apples, mil, spinach, lollipops
9 Jerk Merrily- happily
11 Shiny new engine, dolls and toys (p. 12) Cried out- yelled
12 Broken down- stopped working
14 Shiny new engine Snorted
17 Sad, called out
18-18 | Another engine, dolls and toys
20 Freight engine Bellowed
22-23 | Clown, freight engine, tired Indignantly- angrily, as if he really doesn’t like them
24-25 | Dolls and toys Sighed Weary- tired
26-27 | Clown, little blue engine Chugging, sad, crying Merrily-in a happy way
32-33 Hitched- (connect hands Aboard- on the train
together), pulled, tugged,,
cheer
34 Faster, climbed (move arms)
37 Thought (point to side of
head)

Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story:

Engine- the front car of a train that has the power to pull all the other cars behind it

Stranded- stuck in one place; can’t move

Dependent- need the help in order to do something; can’t do without the help of others

Determined- to keep trying your best to get what you want; not quit or give up because you want something so much
Refuse- not willing to do something

Transport- carry people, animals, or things from one place to another

Encourage- to get someone to do something in a helpful way
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Goal- something important that you want to do
Disappointed- sad or upset that things did not work out the way you hoped they would
Proud- feel good about yourself because of something you did well

Read 2: ASK

ASK: How did the dolls, toys and the little blue engine feel when they were trying to help the train do her important job?

Possible Answers:

e The dolls and toys felt disappointed because the big engines would not help them

e The dolls and toys felt determined to get help from the engines passing by

e They felt relieved when the little blue engine agreed to help

e They felt proud of themselves when they finally reached their goal

e The little blue engine felt determined to get up the mountain and bring the toys and dolls to the children
e She also felt proud of herself for getting up the mountain

Read 2: RESPOND

RESPOND:
e Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.
e Use correct syntax.
e Model rich vocabulary.
e Build on children’s statements by adding more information.

Read 2: TIE

TIE:

e Summarize main idea: When we try our best and don’t give up we are better able to get what we want- or reach our goals.
e Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story.
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Rollins Center for Language & Literacy

START: READ 3 Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds

Complex Storybook

The Little Engine that Could by Watty Piper

Goals for Read 3

Pull Out and Connect Characters’ Feelings and Key Events

Pull Out Story Problem and Target Vocabulary

Read 3: STATE

STATE: Show cover illustration and have the children recall the title and author. Remember, the title of the book is The Little Engine
that Could and the author, or the person who wrote the story, is Watty Piper.

STATE: Pull-out story problem. Children state the problem: The little train was stranded and couldn’t transport the toys and dolls to

the children

STATE: Purpose of Read 3 Now that you know this story so well, | would like for you to help tell the story. While we talk about the
story, Let’s think about this. | was wondering, why the toys and dolls kept asking the engines for help, even though every time they
asked, the engines refused to help. Why didn’t they just give up? Let’s try to figure that out while we talk about the story.

Read 3: TEACH

TEACH: Pull-out key events and characters’ thoughts and feelings.

Page #

Possible Descriptions of Events

Possible Descriptions of Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings

1

The train rumbled over the tracks.

The train feels excited about having the important job of transporting all these
things.
The train also feels important.
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7 The little train was transporting toys Food and toys are very important to children. | bet the little train feels proud to have
and food to the children such an important job. Look at her face. (Flip back to page 1.)
9 The train was stranded- it was stuck The dolls and toys are upset because they won’t have a way to get to the boys and
and could not move. girls who are waiting on them.
15 The passenger engine refused to help They toys and dolls were disappointed that the shiny new engine refused to help
the little train. them. They feel really sad that their plan to get the engine to help didn’t work.
18 The dolls and toys got off the train and | The dolls and toys felt determined to get help. They are begging the engine for help.
asked the freight engine for help. They said, “Please, oh please pull our train over the mountain!”
20-21 | The freight engine refused to help the The dolls and toys feel so disappointed that the freight engine wouldn’t help them.
little train.
22-23 | The toys and dolls run towards the Even though the other engines refused to help, they kept asking. They didn’t give up.
freight engine to ask for help again. The dolls and toys are determined to find an engine that will help them because they
wanted to reach their goal- to get to the children on the other side of the mountain.
24-25 | The rusty old engine refused to help the | The dolls and toys felt disappointed that the old engine wouldn’t even try. He just
little train. The dolls and toys started to | kept saying, “l can not. | can not.” The old engine just gave up before he even tried.
cry.
28 When the little blue engine stopped to | They are determined to reach their goal and get to the children no matter what!
help, they explained how there were
children who were dependent on the
train to bring them food and toys.
Even though the other engines said no,
they kept asking for help.
32-33 | The little engine hitched herself to the She is determined to pull the little train up the mountain! She encourages herself to
train and started to pull her slowly. do this hard job. She wants to reach her goal.
The dolls and toys feel relieved- glad they are finally on their way to see the children.
They are glad that they didn’t give up and kept asking for help from every engine.
37 The little blue engine is heading back The little engine feels relieved- glad that she made it up and down the mountain by
down the mountain after bringing the herself.
little train to the top. She feels proud of herself because she worked hard to get the train to the top of the
mountain. The toys and dolls and the little train also feel proud, because they
worked hard and they finally reached their goal. They got what they wanted in the
end!
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TEACH: Pull-out target vocabulary.
e Provide opportunities for children to use target vocabulary.

Read 3: ASK

ASK: The final why question leads to the main idea. : Why did the toys and dolls keep asking the engines for help, even though every
time they asked, the engines refused to help? Why didn’t they just give up?

Possible Answers:
e They wanted to deliver the goodies to the children
e They knew that if they asked enough engines for help, one would help them.
e They were very hopeful and determined to get over the mountain.

Read 3: RESPOND

RESPOND:
e Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.
e Use correct syntax.
e Model rich vocabulary.
e Build on child’s statements by adding more information.
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Read 3: TIE

TIE:

Summarize main idea: When we try our best and don’t give up we are better able to get what we want- or reach our goals.
Transition to next activity and pull-out how it relates to the story.

Read Right
from the Start
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