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Supporting Dual Language Learners with Focus Word Visuals

Purpose: Support dual language learners as they develop vocabulary and story comprehension by briefly introducing the
focus words for the Anchor Book with visuals, a child-friendly definition, and connecting the word in English to the word in
the home or first language. These DLL visuals have the focus word and child-friendly definition in English and in Spanish with
the Spanish phonetic pronunciation in parentheses. Use tools like Google translate to listen to the word and practice the
pronunciation in Spanish before sharing. If children in your classroom speak another home or first language, ask colleagues or
families to help translate the focus words or use online tools to look up the words in this language.

Instructions: Print this document and cut apart the words before sharing the story with your children. Quickly introduce these
visual supports before the STATE of the START read saying, "Before reading our story, | want to share some special words

you are going to hear in this story." Don't quiz children; just quickly introduce the words and begin the START read. A quick
introduction showing the DLL Focus Word Visuals and connecting it to the word in English and the children’s first languages
will build familiarity with the meaning of focus words.

Checking for understanding: Remember that you are building familiarity by offering this connection between the visual and
the word in the first language and in English, but there is no need to quiz children. Listen for and support the children to

use the English and the first language version of the focus words as they retell the story and throughout the week as they
participate in engagements that integrate this word in authentic conversations across content areas all week! You'll soon hear
them using these complex words in meaning-filled and authentic conversation!

Belong/pertenecer (pehr-teh-neh-sehr): to be part of/ser parte de algo
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Thrive/desarrollarse bien (deh-sah-rroh-yahr-she byehn): have what they
need to really grow and live freely/tener lo que necesitamos para crecer
libremente

Unique/tnico(a) (oo-nee-koh): being one of a kind/ ser uno solo,
gue no hay mas de lo mismo
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Companion/compafero (kohm-pah-nyeh-roh): a friend you spend time
with/un amigo con el que pasas el tiempo
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