
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:
My Friends/Mis Amigos
Friend/amigo(a) (ah-mee-goh): someone we do things with and who helps us, teaches us, and who we also help and teach/ alguien con quien hacemos cosas y que 
nos ayuda, nos enseña, y a quien también ayudamos y enseñamos
Learn/aprender (ah-pren-dare): tried something and figured it out/ descubrir algo nuevo
Explore/explorar (ehks-ploh-rahr): to look around carefully and see what we can learn and discover/ mirar a nuestro alrededor cuidadosamente a ver qué podemos 
aprender y descubrir 
Inspire/inspirar (eens-pee-rahr): to make someone interested in learning about or trying something/ hacer que alguien se interese en aprender o probar algo
Imitate/imitar (ee-mee-tahr): to do what others do/ hacer lo que otros hacen
Friends/Amigos 
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs): everyone in the same place/ todos(as) en el mismo lugar
Kind/amable (ah-mah-blay): to be helpful, gentle, and nice to others/ ser útil, gentil y amable con los demás
Included/incluído(a) (eeng-klwee-doh): a part of something/ que forma parte de algo
Problem/problema (proh-bleh-mah): something that isn’t going well right now/ algo que no va bien en este momento
Solution/solución (soh-loo-syohn): a way to fix or help when a problem happens/ una forma de arreglar o ayudar cuando ocurre un problema

Inquiry Questions:  What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families:
Ask families to talk to their child about their friends. What makes their friendships special? Encourage the families to ask their child about his/her friends and 
what they enjoy doing together. 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from My Friends and Friends/Amigos: Explore/explorar (ehks-ploh-rahr),  Inspire/inspirar (eens-pee-rahr), Included/incluído(a) (eeng-
klwee-doh), Problem/problema (proh-bleh-mah), Solution/solución (soh-loo-syohn)
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Outdoor Play: 

Lead children in rousing 
pretend and movement play with: 

Can you imitate me (running/
jumping/ climbing, etc.)? and 

Be inspired to (run like a horse/sing 
like a bird/swim like a fish). 

Song/Fingerplay:

The more we get together, 
together, together

The more we get together the happier 
we’ll be.

For your friends are my friends-

And my friends are your friends

The more we get together the happier 
we’ll be!

Math:

Teacher and child work to put 
together a puzzle. How can we solve 
this puzzle together? Where should 
this piece go? Maybe say, “Hm, this 
piece isn’t fitting, that’s a problem! 
Do you have a solution to fix our 

problem?”

Library Area: 

Use a puppet to tell a story to 
a child/small group. Prompt the 

children to use the puppet to tell a 
story with a problem (trouble) and a 

solution (a way to fix the trouble) 
to a friend.

Family Connection:

Ask families to send in a 
picture of their child. Create a 

“Friends” classroom album with 
pictures of all the children. Place it 
in the library! If a friend is missing 

that day, get out the book and 
wish them well.

Art:

Using paper and crayons/
marker, encourage children 

to decorate a paper. Connect 
their artwork together to 
create a friendship quilt.

My Friends/Mis Amigos
by Taro Gomi

&
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 by Milet Publishing


