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Course Guide Information 
This guide was created to help you process and take action on the information provided 
in the corresponding course.  

 

How to Use this Guide 

Lesson Overview 

Each lesson includes an overview with a brief description of the lesson and three major 
objectives. Rate your current knowledge of the information on the scale before 
watching the lesson.  

Notes Page 

As you watch each lesson, a page is provided for taking notes, allowing you to refer 
back to them whenever needed. 

Reflection Page 

After you watch the lesson, use the reflection questions to think about what you 
learned and how you can apply it to improve instruction. 

Extension Activities  

After you finish the entire lesson, rate your knowledge again to self-assess how much 
you learned. There is a list of relevant activities you can do to further deepen your 
understanding and improve your practice. 
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Lesson 1: Assessing Reading 
In this lesson, you will learn about the purposes of assessment, the different types of 
assessment, when to administer assessments, and the role of formal clinical 
assessments.  

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Identify the three phases of the Data-Driven Instruction Cycle. 
2. Distinguish between assessment for, as, and of learning. 
3. Compare formal and informal formative assessment. 
4. Distinguish between universal screening, diagnostic assessment, and progress 

monitoring. 
5. Understand the difference between progress monitoring and monitoring progress. 
6. Describe, label, and interpret a Curriculum-Based Measurement graph. 
7. Explain the role of formal diagnostic tests. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 1: Assessing Reading 

Take Notes 
Label the Phases in the Data-Driven Instruction Cycle.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Types of Assessments in the Learning Cycle 
Assessment FOR Learning 
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Assessment AS Learning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Assessment OF Learning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 
Formative Assessments 

Formal Informal 
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Take Notes 

Assessment Systems and Processes 
Universal Screening 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Diagnostic Assessment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Progress Monitoring 
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Take Notes 

Progress Monitoring vs. Monitoring Progress 
Progress Monitoring Monitoring Progress 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Curriculum-Based Measurement 
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Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 1: Assessing Reading 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Identify the three phases of the Data-Driven Instruction Cycle. 
2. Distinguish between assessment for, as, and of learning. 
3. Compare formal and informal formative assessment. 
4. Distinguish between universal screening, diagnostic assessment, and progress 

monitoring. 
5. Understand the difference between progress monitoring and monitoring progress. 
6. Describe, label, and interpret a Curriculum-Based Measurement graph. 
7. Explain the role of formal diagnostic tests. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better the 
results you will see. 

Application Checklist 
1. When planning a learning cycle, identify the assessments you will use for, as, and of 

learning. 
2. Identify the assessments your school uses for universal screening, diagnostic testing, 

and progress monitoring. 
3. Reflect on how you progress monitor students in intervention groups. 
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Lesson 2: The Assessment Toolkit 
In this lesson, you will explore assessment protocols and learn about informal diagnostic 
assessments that pinpoint areas for support in the areas of various skills (e.g., phonics, 
phonemic awareness, etc.).  

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Understand how to administer an oral reading fluency assessment. 
2. Distinguish between listening and reading comprehension measures. 
3. Compare the paths in the Diagnostic Assessment Decision Tree. 
4. Explain the purpose of decoding and encoding assessments. 
5. Identify and explain the purpose of assessing pre-decoding skills. 
6. Understand the purpose of oral language assessments. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 2: The Assessment Toolkit 

Take Notes 
Assessing Fluency 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Comprehension Measures 

Listening Comprehension Reading Comprehension 
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Take Notes 

Diagnostic Assessment Decision Tree Paths 
Listening Comprehension Reading Comprehension 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Assessing Phonics Skills 
Decoding 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Encoding 
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Take Notes 

Assessing Pre-Decoding Skills 
Sound-Symbol Correspondence  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Phonemic Awareness  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Letter Naming  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Assessing Oral Language 
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Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 2: The Assessment Toolkit 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Understand how to administer an oral reading fluency assessment. 
2. Distinguish between listening and reading comprehension measures. 
3. Compare the paths in the Diagnostic Assessment Decision Tree. 
4. Explain the purpose of decoding and encoding assessments. 
5. Identify and explain the purpose of assessing pre-decoding skills. 
6. Understand the purpose of oral language assessments. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better the 
results you will see. 

Application Checklist 
1. After identifying students with a universal screener, use the Diagnostic Assessment 

Decision Trees to administer relevant assessments and reflect on the results. 

 

 

 

 

https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=e8fbdb59-ed42-4ecb-b199-bd92691ee579&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=e8fbdb59-ed42-4ecb-b199-bd92691ee579&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true


Data-Driven Instruction Course Guide 

 

 

Lesson 3: Data Analysis – Three Student Data Lenses 
In this lesson, you will understand three lenses for analyzing assessment data. They will 
also understand the benefits of using student data profiles and forming small groups for 
instruction and/or intervention.  

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Understand there are different purposes for analyzing data. 
2. Compare three lenses of student data analysis. 
3. Explain the benefits of data profiles. 
4. Describe things to remember when using data to form groups.  

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Take Notes 

Three Data Lenses 
School-Wide Classroom Individual Student 
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Take Notes 

Student Profile Benefits 
Individual Student Classroom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Grouping Students with Data Tips 
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Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 3: Data Analysis – Three Student Data Lenses 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Understand there are different purposes for analyzing data. 
2. Compare three lenses of student data analysis. 
3. Explain the benefits of data profiles. 
4. Describe things to remember when using data to form groups. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. During a data meeting, identify which data lens is being used for analysis. 
2. Before analyzing a data set, create a list of questions you would like answered. 
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Lesson 4: Data-Informed Instruction 
In this lesson, you will understand how data informs instructional decisions and what 
characterizes high-quality instruction. They will also distinguish the purposes of whole 
group and small group instruction.  

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Explain the different roles data plays in guiding instruction. 
2. Identify practices that maximize instruction. 
3. Describe characteristics of whole group instruction. 
4. Describe characteristics of small group instruction. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Take Notes 

How Data Guides Instruction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Practices that Maximize Instruction 
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Take Notes 

Whole Group Instruction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Small Group Instruction 
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Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 4: Data-Informed Instruction 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Explain the different roles data plays in guiding instruction. 
2. Identify practices that maximize instruction. 
3. Describe characteristics of whole group instruction. 
4. Describe characteristics of small group instruction. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. Use the Instructional Decision Chart to help determine target areas for instruction 

when a student scores below proficiency in a component area of reading. 
2. List how and when you use whole and small group instruction in your classroom. 

 

 

 

 

https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=3a8e8898-b6bb-4f78-9c57-c89bc15b6bbe&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
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Lesson 5: Explicit Instruction 
In this lesson, you will identify and describe ways to implement explicit instruction. In 
addition, they will be able to see classroom examples. 
 
Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Identify ways to implement explicit instruction. 
2. Create clear learning goals. 
3. Name and describe each phase of the Gradual Release of Responsibility method. 
4. Describe several practices for scaffolding instruction. 
5. Compare affirmative and corrective feedback. 
6. Name and describe the three characteristics of effective corrective feedback. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Take Notes 

Ways to Implement Explicit Instruction 
 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 

 

Clear Learning Goals 
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Label the Gradual Release of Responsibility 

 
Phases of the Gradual Release of Responsibility Method 
I Do 

 
 

 

We Do 

 
 

 

You Do It Together 

 
 

 

You Do It Alone 
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Take Notes 

Practices for Scaffolding Instruction 
Practice Name Description  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Effective Feedback 
Affirmative Corrective 
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Take Notes 

Characteristics of Effective Feedback 
Characteristic Description 
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Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 5: Explicit Instruction 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Identify ways to implement explicit instruction. 
2. Create clear learning goals. 
3. Name and describe each phase of the Gradual Release of Responsibility method. 
4. Describe several practices for scaffolding instruction. 
5. Compare affirmative and corrective feedback. 
6. Name and describe the three characteristics of effective corrective feedback. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. Write out an introductory statement for your next lesson. 
2. Identify the different gradual release of responsibility phases in a current lesson plan. 
3. Using a lesson plan, find ways to embed one or more instructional scaffolds. 
4. Record a lesson. Watch it later and identify where you provided feedback. 

Determine if it was effective and how you can change it in the future. 
5. Use the Explicit Instruction Checklist to reflect on your teaching practices. 

 

https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=2d010a10-d1d4-4d9c-838b-e3685b53e5d9&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
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Additional Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


