
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:
Thank You, Garden
Patient/paciente (pah-syehn-teh): to be willing wait, sometimes for a long time/estar dispuesto a esperar, a veces por mucho tiempo 
Garden/jardín (hahr-deen): a place where people plant things and help them grow/sitio donde se siembran plantas 
Tend/cuidar (kwee-dahr): to care for or take care of/cuidar 
Healthy/saludable (sah-loo-dah-bleh): good for your body/que le hace bien a tu cuerpo
Delicious/delicioso (deh-lee- que sabe rico syoh-soh): tastes great/que sabe rico

Edible Colors
Familiar/familiar (fah-mee-lyahr): to already know about it/algo que ya conoces, que ya has visto antes
Variety/variedad (bah-ryeh-dahd): many different kinds of one thing/muchos tipos diferentes de una cosa
Edible/comestible (koh-mehs-tee-bleh): something we can eat/algo que  odemos comer
Unfamiliar/desconocido (dehs-koh-noh-see-doh): things we don’t know or haven’t seen before/algo que no conocemos 
What else?/¿Qué otra cosa? (keh  oh-trah  koh-sah): what other things
Some/algunos (ahl-goo-nohs): a few but not all/algunas – no todas

Inquiry Questions:  Where does my food come from? What does my body need to grow and be healthy?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families:
Ask families: “Do you have a garden at home? What delicious foods do you grow in your garden?” Consider asking families how the food they grow in their 
gardens is the same or different in their hometowns or home countries. Share these as a class to learn more about each other and the world.
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Family Connection:

As you eat meals this week, 
pay attention to the rainbow 

on our plates! Send in a favorite 
fruit or vegetable (especially one 
everyone might not have tried) 
to have everyone learn about 

and share!

Dramatic Play:

Set up the dramatic play area as 
a farmers’ market. There could be a 

cash register, money, shopping baskets, 
a variety of harvest foods (apples, peppers, 

pumpkins, corn, carrots...etc), hay, scarecrow. 
shopping bags, plastic mason jars, honey 
jars, aprons, farmer’s hat, plaid shirts, etc. 
Encourage the children to pretend to buy 

vegetables and put them in bags. Then take 
them ‘home’ to their pretend kitchen 
and prepare and share delicious and 

healthy meals! 

Art/Diorama Project:

Create a shoebox (or larger) 
garden with the children. Use a 

variety of different materials to create 
the setting (dirt, grass, sun etc..). Ask 

children what else the garden may need. 
Cut out cardstock pictures with different 

colors of fruits and vegetables. Have 
children glue different foods onto a 

popsicle stick and add it to the garden. 
Be sure to add familiar and 

unfamiliar fruits/vegetables. 

Science: 

In small groups, provide 
each child with a small clear 

plastic cup, lima bean (or any other 
bean that is easy to germinate), and soil. 
Label each cup with the child’s name and 
help them to add the soil, make a hole in 
the middle and add the bean, tend to the 
plant, adding the water and then observe 

the classroom garden each day. Talk about 
how we have to be patient to see things 

grow- they take time! Talk with the 
children about what fruits and 

vegetables need to 
grow.

Writing: 

Bring in or have children 
bring in real fruits and vegetables. 
Use the objects to create an edible 

symbolic graph. Encourage children to sort 
and place all the yellow fruits in the yellow 

column, the red fruits in the red column and so 
on. Notice how these vegetables are a rainbow of 

colors and bring so many different healthy and 
delicious things that our bodies need to grow. If 

appropriate, wash, share, and enjoy the fruit 
together. Make a matrix describing each 

one (picture of apple and then juicy 
or dry, sweet or tart, soft or 

crunchy).

Thank You, Garden 
by Liz Garton Scanlon 

&
Edible Colors

by Jennifer Vogel Bass

Rhythm and Rhyme:

Caring for each other
we are one community.
Sharing with each other,

we can all have what we need.

(To the tune of “Row,
Row, Row Your Boat”)


