
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Tap the Magic Tree
Patient/paciente (pah-syehn-teh): to be willing wait, sometimes for a long time/estar dispuesto a esperar, a veces por mucho tiempo 
Gentle/amable (ah-mah-bleh): to do in a soft, easy way/que se comparte en forma agradable, suave 
Pat/dar palmaditas suaves (dahr  pahl-mah-dee-tah  swah-beh): tap softly/dar golpecitos suaves 
Shake/sacudir (sah-koo-deer): move something from one side to the other quickly/mover algo de un lado al otro con fuerza
Movement/movimiento (moh-bee-myehn-toh): not still/cuando no estás quieto
Warm/cálido (kah-lee-doh): not too cold, not too hot/caliente 

All About Weather 
Weather/clima (klee-mah): what you see and feel outside/lo que ves y 
Enjoy/disfrutar (dees-froo-tahr): to do something to have fun/hacer algo divertido
Prepare/preparer (preh-pah-rahr): to get ready for/alistarse para algo 
Seasons/estaciones (ehs-tah-syohn): how it looks and feels outside at different times/tiempos del año en que las cosas afuera lucen diferente 

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How are living things connected to each other and to 
the earth?  What do all living things need?  How and why do they change and grow?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families:
Create a unique art activity with your family using raw materials from nature! (Go on a nature walk or even just your backyard to gather materials.) While searching 
for materials, talk about those materials and nature with your child in your first language.
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Dramatic Play:

Dress the babies in dramatic play 
to prepare for a day out in a variety 
of different seasons and weather. 

Use babies and baby doll clothing or 
create paper dolls and cut out a variety of 
clothing. As you dress the dolls, talk about 

making choices that prepare the babies 
and keep them comfortable to enjoy 

the weather of each season.

Collaborative Art:

Create a mural using butcher 
paper or white board. Divide it 
into parts for different weather. 

Invite children to add illustrations to 
the different sections of the mural 
throughout the week. At the end 

of the week you can look back 
together and review all the 

different types of 
weather.

Morning Meeting:

Use a parachute or a sheet or 
blanket. Invite children to hold on 

to the material. Put leaves, paper or 
real, on top of the parachute and shake 
and jiggle and see what happens to the 

leaves with the movements.

Sing “Shake, shake, shake
the leaves out” as you play

(see tune-in section).

Seasons/Sensory:

Winter: Fill a bin with ice and 
talk about “cold” and “warm.” 
“This is cold, it is NOT warm.” 

Fall: Fill the bin with a variety of 
leaves. 

Children can pat, gently shake, 
and see how these movements 
impact the objects in the bin.

Art:

Create weather collages using 
a variety of art materials. Consider 

making a group or individual collages. 
Talk about patting down the pieces for 

the collage.

Celebrate and notice children being 
patient as they share materials 

for their creation.

Seasons/Science/
Sensory:

Create opportunities for loose parts 
play with materials from nature (ie: 
sticks, leaves, small branches, etc.). 

For additional ideas check out this link:
https://extension.psu.edu/programs/
betterkidcare/early-care/tip-pages/all/
loose-parts-what-does-this-mean

Family Connection/ 
Art Activity at Home: 

Create a unique art activity 
with your family using raw 

materials from nature! (Go on 
a nature walk or even just 
your backyard to gather 

materials.)

Tap the Magic Tree 
by Christie Matheson

&
All About Weather: A first weather book for kids

by Huda Harajli
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