
LITERACY AND 

JUSTICE FOR ALL 
Curriculum for Infants and Young Toddlers 

 

 

Equality    ·    Choice   ·     Voice    ·    Dialogue    ·    Reflection    ·    Reciprocity    ·    Praxis 

 

 



 

 

Infant/Young Toddler Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Community 
                             

                       

 

 

                                                                             

OCTOBER INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 

HOW CAN MY COMMUNITY WORK TOGETHER TO HELP EVERYONE? 

Supports for Dual Language Learners

•Before sharing the story in English, introduce the book in the child's first language (reads should ideally be one on one or with two to three children). Consider how 
bilingual colleagues, volunteers, and families can help you. Even when the book is not available in the first language, an adult can talk with the child about the pictures 
in their first language. 

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story. One helpful support for dual language learners is to make connections between 
words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language.
•Look for English/Spanish cognates in the focus words for each book (cognates - words that share the same root, and sound similarly and have the same meaning): 

Baby/bebé (beh-beh), Special/especial (eh-speh-see-al), Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh)

Before Read Alouds

•Emphasize the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading.
•Invite children to do the actions of the Act words with you to promote engagement and comprehension.

•Use props to support understanding as you read.

During Read Alouds

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day.
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song! 

After Read Alouds

Use child 
directed speech, 

touch, and a 
joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 
Stay tuned in to 

children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 
experiences 

while reading.

Model book 
handling skills 

without 
interrupting the 

flow of the story. 
“Let’s turn the 
page and see 
what happens 

next.” 

After reading-
encourage 

children to point 
to pictures or 

use key 
vocabulary to 

name pictures.

Summarize after 
reading the story 
by returning to 
important ideas 

in the book, 
asking questions, 

and modeling 
answers.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, in 
any language!

Additional Text 



 

 

 
Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 

Focus on tier 1 words for infant/young 
toddlers. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children 
in playful and loving interactions and 
capture the child’s/ children’s interest in 
the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing statement 
connects to the introductory statement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Babies Around 
the World  

by Puck 

Baby/bebé (beh-beh) 
Loved/amado(a) (ah-mah-doh) 
Special/especial (eh-speh-see-al): being 
one of a kind/ser diferente de otras 
cosas 
Hello/hola (oh-lah) 
 

PAT 
P: child, riding, helmet, skyscrapers, 
flags, mountain, shovel, ocean, stroller 
A: waving, pushing, smiling, looking, 
sleeping 

Baby, Baby, we love you 
Baby, baby, you’re the one. 

You make our life so much fun. 
Baby, baby we totally love you! 

Yes, we do! 
Baby, baby, we love you so. 

We will take you wherever we go. 
Baby, baby we really, really love you! 

Yes, it’s true! 
 

(To the tune of “Rubber Ducky” from 
Sesame Street) 

This book is Babies Around the 
World.  We are about to see 
that babies everywhere are 
totally loved and special! 
Babies live in different places, 
wear different things, and learn 
different languages- like the 
babies in this book. All babies 
have some things that are the 
same too. Every baby is very 
loved, just like we love you! 
Let’s read and talk about these 
babies and what they do in 
their communities with the 
people who love them! 

We just read about how babies live and 
learn in different places and speak 
different languages. They may eat 
different foods and play different games. 
They all smile and love to be with the 
people who take care of them. Every 
baby everywhere brings happiness and 
kindness to the world- just like YOU! 
Let’s look back at these babies who live 
all over the world! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Global Babies  
by Global Fund for 

Children 

Baby/bebé (beh-beh) 
Loved/amado(a) (ah-mah-doh) 
Special/especial (eh-speh-see-al): being 
one of a kind/ser diferente de otras 
cosas 
 
PAT 
P: asleep, resting, warm hat, eyes 
different, hair different  A: carry, safe 
and warm, stretch, stick out tongue,  
T: everywhere: wherever they live, 
beautiful: so sweet, kind, and loved 

Babies everywhere are loved 
Babies everywhere are loved  
by their family and friends. 

Babies everywhere are loved-  
all around the world. 

 
(To the tune of “Mary had a little lamb”) 

These are Global Babies- that 
means these are babies who 
live and are loved by people all 
across the world! Their family 
and community love them just 
like YOUR family and 
community loves YOU! Let’s 
read and talk about these 
babies together! 

We just read about babies around the 
world. Let’s look back and think about 
how people helped, took care of and 
showed their love to each of these 
babies! Let’s see how the babies around 
the world feel being so loved, just like 
you are so loved! 

 

 

  



 

 

Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 1 words for infant/young 
toddlers. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children 
in playful and loving interactions and 
capture the child’s/ children’s interest in 
the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing statement 
connects to the introductory statement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What a 
Wonderful World  

by Bob Thiele 
 

See/ver (behr): to look at/mirar 
Think/pensar (pen-sar): to have an 
idea/tener una idea 
Wonderful/maravilloso(a) (mar-ah-vee-yoh-
so): so great and exciting/muy especial, 
extraordinario   
World/mundo (moon-doh): this planet 
where we live/este planeta donde vivimos 
 
PAT 
P: tree, butterfly, bunnies, roses, air 
balloon, clouds, world    
A: smell/sniff, smile, hoot, wave   
T: bloom: to make flowers,  
umbrella: protects us from the rain  

I see you 
I see you 

You see me 
This is a wonderful place to be 

I love to play and read with you 
I know you love to do so too 

 
(To the tune of Barney’s “I love You”) 
 
Also- play “What a Wonderful World” by 
Louis Armstrong 

Our book is called What a 
Wonderful World. It is a book 
about a little boy that goes on 
an adventure with a little blue 
bird. I see bright and colorful 
things outside like an air 
balloon and butterflies! Let's 
see what wonderful things we 
can see in this book! 

We just read about our wonderful world. 
Let’s look back and think about some of 
the bright and colorful things we see and 
things we do when we are outside. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh): 
not the same/algo que no es lo mismo o 
igual a otra cosa 
Help/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr): take care of 
something or someone/cuidar de algo o 
de alguien 
Neighborhood/vecindario (beh-seen-
dah-ryoh): the community where we 
live/la comunidad donde vivimos 
Stroll/paseo (pah-seh-oh): a short, slow 
walk/un paseo corto y lento 
 
PAT 
P: fire station, bakery, post office, 
garbage truck, fireman, cats in the tree   
A: pushing, waving, lifting, climbs, eat  
T:  mail carrier: delivers mail,  
rescue: to save someone or something 

In my neighborhood 
In my neighborhood 

There are so many people to see 
In my neighborhood 

Many people take care of me 
 

In my neighborhood 
We always help each other 

In my neighborhood 
We all belong together. 

 
(To the tue of “The Farmer in the Dell”) 

This book is called, My 
Neighborhood.  It is about the 
friendly people who do 
different things in our 
community. We will follow the 
dad and his baby as they take a 
stroll in the neighborhood. 
Let’s take a look inside and see 
all these different people help 
each other. 

We just read My Neighborhood. Let’s 
look back and see who these different 
people are and how they help others in 
the neighborhood. 

 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Babies Around the World
Baby/bebé (beh-beh)
Loved/amado(a) (ah-mah-doh)
Special/especial (eh-speh-see-al): being one of a kind/ser diferente de otras cosas
Hello/hola (oh-lah)

Global Babies
Baby/bebé (beh-beh)
Loved/amado(a) (ah-mah-doh)
Special/especial (eh-speh-see-al): being one of a kind/ser diferente de otras cosas

Inquiry Questions:  How can my community work together to help everyone?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: What do you do in your culture to make babies feel special? Are there songs, stories, or games that you play? Please share examples 
with the class! Write out, text, email, or send in a video or voice file. We can share these as a class to learn more about each other and the world as we help 
our babies feel special.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from Babies Around the World and Global Babies: Baby/bebé (beh-beh), Special/especial (eh-speh-see-al)



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Transitions 
Throughout the Day: 

Babies everywhere are loved by 
their family and friends. 

Babies everywhere are loved- all around 
the world. 

(To the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”) 

Substitute “are loved” with “drink milk”/ 
“take naps” /  or “are changed” during 

diaper changes.

Book 
Making: 

Take a picture of each child 
in the class and turn it into a class 

book with children’s names on the page 
with their picture. When you read it with 

children say, “This is our friend (child’s 
name). Hello, (child’s name)! You are special 

and you are loved!

Get this out especially if a child is out 
sick or not present during the day. 

Tummy 
Time:

Have several mirrors for 
children to see themselves 

during the day and during tummy 
time. Looking with the child at their 
reflection in the mirror, say, “Hello, 
(child’s name). I love you! You are 
so special! We are so glad you are 

YOU” Point out their special 
smile, eyes, nose, hair, ears, 

etc.!

Music 
and Movement:

Baby, baby, you’re the one. 
You make our life so much fun. 
Baby, baby we totally love you! 

Yes, we do! 
Baby, baby, we love you so.  

We will take you wherever we go. 
Baby, baby we really, really love you! 

Yes, it’s true! 

(To the tune of “Rubber Ducky” from 
Sesame Street)  

Family 
Connection:

Ask each family to record 
a short video for their child 

sharing something special about 
them and how much they are loved. 

Return to this celebration of the child 
whenever you have a conference 
or conversation about the child 
connecting to the family around 

some treasured aspect of 
their child’s uniqueness. 

Art:

Using paint or 
salt dough make a 

handprint picture for 
each family. On the back 
or below write, “(Child’s 

name) is special and 
loved.”  

Babies Around the World
by Puck

&
Global Babies

by Global Fund for Children



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

What a Wonderful World
See/ver (behr): to look at/mirar
Think/pensar (pen-sar): to have an idea/tener una idea
Wonderful/maravilloso(a) (mar-ah-vee-yoh-so): so great and exciting/muy especial, extraordinario  
World/mundo (moon-doh): this planet where we live/este planeta donde vivimos

My Neighborhood
Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh): not the same/algo que no es lo mismo o igual a otra cosa
Help/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr): take care of something or someone/cuidar de algo o de alguien
Neighborhood/vecindario (beh-seen-dah-ryoh): the community where we live/la comunidad donde vivimos
Stroll/paseo (pah-seh-oh): a short, slow walk/un paseo corto y lento

Inquiry Questions:  How can my community work together to help everyone?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: Send in or text/email in photos of places that are wonderful and special to your family. This can be a place you have taken your child or a 
place that you would like to share with your child one day. Write a brief note with each picture of where the place is and why it is special.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from My Neighborhood: Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh)



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Block 
Play: 

In small group/with an 
individual child, build different 

places you see in your neighborhood. 
Include community helper figurines 
in your play and talk to the child/

children about the wonderful things 
they see as they stroll through 

the neighborhood you built 
together.

Outdoor: 

Plan a time to do 
some sightseeing outdoors. 

Tell the children, “Let us take 
a stroll outside. What are some 
things you see in the sky?” Talk 

about how wonderful the 
world is.

Art:

Encourage children 
to decorate construction 

paper, then use their decorated 
paper to create a firefighter hat, 

baker’s hat, police officer. (Children 
can use this in dramatic play). As 
children work to be creative, say, 
“I think I will use a purple marker 
(name the object you are using) 

to___. What will you use?  
You are so helpful!”

Music 
and Movement:

Provide children with 
colorful scarves (or a variation) 
and introduce the name of the 

song - “What a Wonderful World.” 
Play the song and dance along 
with the children. Sing along 

with the music.

Family 
Connection:

Where are some 
wonderful places in our world 
that you have spent time with 

your family? Share a picture of a 
place that you have visited. Talk 
to your child about what you did 
there and the different people 

you saw.

Math:

Cut out pictures of 
places in the community 

or familiar people or objects to 
children and paste them on cards. 
Place the cut out cards in different 

places in the play space. Take a stroll 
with the infant to find each picture. 

Say, “ I see a picture of___. It 
is next to (use positional 

words).” 

What a Wonderful World
by Bob Thiele

&
My Neighborhood
by Maddie Frost


