
 

   

 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 

(Tune In, Introduce the Story, Promote Language, and Summarize) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: My Friends Author: Taro Gomi 

Possible Inquiry Question: What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me? 

Possible Themes: Friends 

Tune-In Example 

How will you engage the child/children in a playful and 

loving interaction and capture the child’s/children’s interest 

in the book? 

Introduce the Book 

Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 

Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading. 

This is the way we smile at our friends, smile at our 

friends, smile at our friends, this is the way we smile at 

our friends. Let’s read a book today! 

This book is about a little girl who learned different 

things as she imitated, or copied, her animal friends.  I 

know that friends help each other and do many things 

together. Let's read and see how these friends learn 

from each other! 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice.  

• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 

• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading.  

• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what 

happens next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 

1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and 

props.        3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and 

English throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to the pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions) 

Pg. #  Point Act Tell 
Think Alouds 

1-2 Cat Walk  

Hm. I see that the girl is imitating, or 

copying, the cat. She is doing what it is 

doing. 



 

   

 

3-4 Dog Jump  

The girl was inspired by the dog. The dog 

made her want to do something. Seeing the 

dog jump right over the fence made the girl 

want to imitate, or copy it, and jump over 

the fence too!  

5-6 Monkey Climb  

The girl is imitating, or copying, the 

monkey! They are climbing that high tree 

and swinging! 

7-8 Horse Run  

You all run so fast too! When you run it 

looks like you are imitating, or copying, 

very fast horses! 

9-10 Rooster March  
Imitate me and the rooster! Copy us! Let’s 

march together!  

11-12 Crocodile Nap  

She looks really tired there, and relaxed 

laying down on her blanket with her shoes 

off. That reminds me of nap time! Today, at 

nap time, let’s be inspired by this crocodile 

who makes us want to do something, rest 

like it is!  

13-14 Flowers, Butterfly Smell  

Imitate me and the little girl! Copy us. 

Breathe in through your nose. I smell (name 

something you can smell), I bet you do too! 

That smell inspires me to (eat lunch, play 

with playdough, depending upon the smell). 

It makes me want to do something: (eat, 

play, etc). 

15-16 Rabbit Hide  

I notice that she and the rabbit both have a 

face that looks like this. Can you imitate, or 

copy, the face of girl and rabbit in this 

picture. I think she and the rabbit might be 

hiding because they feel afraid or worried. 

17-18 
Ant, Earth, worm, 

bones 
 

Explore: to look around 

and see what we can 

learn and find out! 

Look she is down on her knees close to the 

ground inprired by the ant, wanting to do 

and see what ants do! She is learning about 

the ground and the soil. I see things under 

the ground- a carrot and some roots of 

different plants and vegetables. Maybe she 

is in a garden. There is a lot to learn when 

we explore the earth and the soil! 



 

   

 

19-20 Gorilla Kick  

Oh my! I notice that on this page the little 

girl is kicking the tree and her face looks 

like this. Can you imitate, or copy, her face 

and the face of the gorilla here? I think she 

might be feeling fierce and strong and 

brave-she’s not scared. She feels like she 

can do many things!  I wonder if she is 

being a friend to the tree. I don’t think I 

would like it if I were that tree. Being kicked 

would inspire me (or make me want to) say, 

“Friend, you cannot kick me, go practice 

your kicking somewhere else.”  

21-22 
Night sky, Owl, 

Stars 
Watch  

Look, it is night and the sky is dark except 

for the stars, planets, the moon, and 

galaxies. The night sky inspires me, it 

makes me want to do something and learn 

all about space! 

23-24 Birds Sing  

I see the birds singing a song. I imagine 

them singing a song that sounds like this 

(whistle or sing). They inspired me to whistle 

and sing. They made me want to whistle 

and sing. I know you love to sing too, 

friends.  

25-26 Books Read  

We are reading right now from our friend 

this book! Books always inspire me and 

make me want to read and learn more! 

27-28 Teachers  Study: to learn 
I am your teacher! I am helping YOU study 

and learn right now! 

29-30 Friends Play  

We all play with our friends here at school 

every day. We are inspired, or want to do 

new things and things together together 

our friends in our school family! 

31-32 YOU Love 
Love: caring for each 

other 

I learn to love from YOU everyday! You 

inspire me and you are my special friends! 

 

Summarize (after you read) 

How will you make sure children comprehend the story? 

 



 

   

 

• Say “We just read about a little girl who imitated, 

or copied, other animals. She was inspired, or 

wanted to do things, and she learned so much 

from her different friends. I wonder how the friends 

inspired each other to learn new things. Let’s look 

back and see. “ 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 

vocabulary to name pictures. 

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for 

infants and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended 

questions about events, characters’ actions or 

feelings. One example for this book would be  

“How did her friends inspire her to learn and 

grow?”  

• Respond to children’s answers by promoting 

language (honor all attempts to communicate, in 

any language). 

Suggested Pages 

for Summarizing 

 

• Pg. 8 

• Pg. 24 

• Pg. 28 

• Pg. 32 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

1. inspire- to make someone 

interested in learning about or 

trying something 

2. Imitate- to do what others do 

 

 

 

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners 

What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners (DLLs)? 

• Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the 

book with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff? 

____________________________ 

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across 

languages? Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools 

like Google Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your 

classroom: 

1. Inspire: inspirar (in-spee-rar) 

2. imitate: imitar (ee-me-tar) 

 

Additional words that might be helpful to teachers learning Spanish:  

1. friend: amigo (ah-me-go)- someone we do things with and who helps us, teaches us, and who we also help 

and teach 

2. learn: aprender (ah-pren-dare)- tried something and figured it out 

3. explore: explorar (ex-plor-ar)- to look around carefully and see what we can learn and discover 

4. love: amor (ah-more) 

5. special: especial (eh-speh-see-al) 

 

• What props or materials will you use? ____________________________________________________________ 

Additional supports for this book: Recommended Perfect Pair: Friends/Amigos- My first bilingual book by Milet 



 

   

 

 Remember: 

• Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

• Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections).  

• You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information from this guide directly into your book.  

 


