Rollins Center for Language & Literacy REAL Time

REAL Time helps children comprehend complex ©® Model Use of Text Tools
storybooks by building world knowledge through

informational texts e First, choose informational texts that include text tools

such as tables of contents, glossaries, and bolded text.

e Choose which text tools to use ahead of time and mark
the pages to find them quickly during REAL Time.

O Analyze Complex Storybooks
e When preparing a storybook read, consider what world
knowledge children need in order to make inferences and What’s Next?

comprehend the story.

e Think of your children and the world knowledge they
already have, then use REAL Time to teach new

e Look for ways to push-in and pull-out language related to
REAL Time topics during all of your activities, not just REAL
Time.

concepts. N . | .
e Have a peer or coach look at vour plan for supportive e Look for opportunities to help children use informational texts
feedbac?( yourp PP to build world knowledge, no matter what you're doing. One

way to do this is to include informational texts in your centers
and to encourage children to use them to find information.

e Use REAL Time to reinforce target vocabulary.

® Teach World Knowledge

e Cover only one topic per REAL Time session.

e State the topic in the form of a question that
relates to the storybook.

e Read only the part of the informational text that
has the information you need. This is a way to
model how to use informational texts as tools to
find out what you need or want to know.

e You may use more than one informational text
during a session.

e Ask guestions about the topic at the end of the
read-aloud and lead children to explain the
concept themselves.
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