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Read and Explore 

STATE: In the book Gilbert Goldfish Wants a Pet, we read about a fish who wanted his very own pet. As we were reading, I was 
wondering what kinds of things you must do to take care of a pet. So, I found this informational book, Pets, to read and learn how to 
take care of pets. 

 

TEACH:  Information Related to Topic/World Knowledge - Questions I had:  
How do I take care of a pet?  
Page # Information to Push -In Text Tool to Teach  Vocabulary 

3  I started looking for information by reading the 
table of contents in this book. The table of contents 
tells me what is inside the book. I see that it says I 
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can learn about caring for pets on page 4, so that’s 
what I’m going to read first.  

4 This page tells me that pets need 
food, water, and shelter, or a place to 
live. It looks like you need to take 
pets to the vet when they are sick 
and give them things to play with like 
the puppy (point) that is chewing 
(act) on the bone. I really want to 
know how to care for cats, since that 
was one of the pets that Gilbert 
Goldfish wanted. Turn to pg. 18 

 Shelter- a place to 
live 

18  If I look back at the index of this book, it has a list of 
important words and which page I can find them on. 
I see that I can learn about cats on pages 6 and 7, so 
that’s what I’m going to read next. 

 

6 – 7 
 

It sounds like cats (point) need a lot 
of care. It’s important to pet (act) 
them and make sure they have a lot 
of play time. I don’t think a goldfish 
could really do those things for a cat! 
Hmmm…since I don’t think Gilbert 
could take care of a cat, I’m curious 
about the care that dogs require or 
need. I’m going to check back in the 
index to see where I can learn about 
dogs. Turn to pg. 18 

 Require- need 

 



 

 

18  It says information about dogs is on pages 8 and 9.   

8 – 9 
 

Dogs are a lot of work! They need 
baths, they need to play, and they 
need to go for walks. I’m thinking 
that it’s a good thing that Gilbert 
ended up getting a catfish. It would 
be too hard for him to take care of a 
cat or a dog from his fish bowl! 

    

3  I started looking for information by reading the 
table of contents in this book. The table of contents 
tells me what is inside the book. I see that it says I 
can learn about caring for pets on page 4, so that’s 
what I’m going to read first.  

 

4 This page tells me that pets need 
food, water, and shelter, or a place to 
live. It looks like you need to take 
pets to the vet when they are sick 
and give them things to play with like 
the puppy (point) that is chewing 
(act) on the bone. I really want to 
know how to care for cats, since that 
was one of the pets that Gilbert 
Goldfish wanted. Turn to pg. 18 

 Shelter- a place to 
live 

 
 



 

 

 
Ask and Learn 

ASK:  Question Related to Topic  – Now that we have read this informational  book about pets, who can tell  
me what we need to do to take care of pets?   
Possible Responses 

 Pets need water and food. 
 The dog needs a bone. 

OR 
How is taking care of a dog different than taking care of a cat? 

Possible Responses 
 Dogs need baths and cats do not. 

 

Extension: Watch this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FOLP8p0jSoA about pet care basics. Discuss pet care basics 
presented in the video that were not included in the book.   
 
 

              Ask follow-up questions to scaffold children’s responses and lead them back to the key concept. 

 

RESPOND: 
-  Take note of children’s  interests and follow through/explore at  the appropriate time.  
-  Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.  
-  Use correct syntax.  
-  Model rich vocabulary.  
-  Build on children’s statements by  adding more information.  – Use safety nets as needed.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FOLP8p0jSoA


 

 

 


