
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: Some families are large, (spread arms out wide), 
Some families are small (bring arms close together), But I love my family (cross arms over chest) best of all! 

Story Title: Peter’s Chair                                                       Author: Ezra Jack Keats  

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: This is Peter. It looks 
like Peter has taken some of his 
special things outside and placed them 
on the sidewalk. I even see his special 
chair. I wonder what happened to 
make Peter take his things outside. 
Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Peter’s new baby 
sister is getting a lot of attention and 
Peter feels left out. Remember, Peter 
planned to run away but he changed 
his mind. I wonder what he was feeling 
when he planned to run away. Let’s 
read and find out. 
 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
this story so well, I want you to help 
me tell it. Remember, Peter was 
feeling left out because his parents 
were paying so much attention to his 
baby sister. But he ended up painting 
his chair pink for her. I wonder why 
he did that. Let’s read and find out.  
 

Main Idea: It is sometimes hard when a new baby becomes part of a family, but every child is special to their parents. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 1 Stretched, tall building Stretch  Stretch- reaching 

Pg. 4 Crashing building Crash, shhh  

Pg. 6 Peter, cradle  
Fussing- making a big deal over something; giving a 
lot of attention to someone 
Cradle- a baby bed that rocks 

Pg. 8 Father, high chair Whispered  

Pg. 10 Crib, chair Muttered  
Muttered- saying something quietly and people 
may not understand 

Pg. 14 Willie  Run away- leave home without telling your family 

Pg. 15   Arranged- put in a special place 

Pg. 17 Peter in chair  Outgrown- to grow too big for something 

Pg. 20 Mother, Peter, Willie  Idea- something you thought of 

Pg. 22 Mother  Rascal- someone who plays tricks 

Pg. 23 Peter   

Pg. 25 Father   

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. Disappointed- feeling sad because things didn’t go the way you wanted 
2. Jealous- feeling unhappy because you want what someone else has 
3. Upset- feeling sad and angry 
4. Attention- special care or treatment 
5. Important- special to someone 

 



 

 

 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 

place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes 

directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 5 
Peter notices that his mother is 

spending a lot of time giving attention 
to his new baby sister. 

Pg. 5 

Peter is probably feeling jealous 
because his mother has been spending a 

lot of time with the new baby. New 
babies need a lot of attention. 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 5 
Pg. 10 
Pg. 16 
Pg. 17 
Pg. 24 
Pg. 25 
Pg. 28 

Pg. 10 

Peter realizes that all his baby 
furniture, except his chair, is being 
painted pink for Susie. He is upset 

about this. 

Pg. 10 

Peter looks disappointed. He is 
probably thinking, “Everything is 

different now that Susie came. I have to 
be quiet when I play with my toys and 
all my furniture is painted pink for her. 
Susie is getting all the attention. I feel 

left out.” 

Pg. 16 
Peter is feeling jealous and decides to 
run away and take his chair and other 

important belongings. 
Pg. 16 

Peter must feel very upset. I wonder if 
he is running away so that his parents 

will notice him. Maybe he is thinking, “If 
I run away, then mom and dad will 

notice that I am not here. That will get 
their attention.” Notice Peter did not go 

far. He is outside his house. 

Pg. 17 

Oh, Peter has outgrown his chair; he 
is too big for it. I’m thinking that Peter 
has not used this little chair for a long 

time or else he would have known 
that it is too small for him now. I bet 
he’s disappointed that he can’t use it 

any more. 

Pg. 17 

Peter is probably thinking, “What’s 
wrong? This is my chair but I cannot sit 
in it. I am too big for this chair now”. I 

think Peter is feeling disappointed. 

Pg. 24 
Peter plays a trick on his mother to 

get her attention. 
Pg. 24 
 

Peter is happy that his mother noticed 
him. He must be thinking, “I did it; I 

fooled my mother. She thought I was 
behind the curtain because she saw my 

shoes. I got her attention. I am 
important to this family!” 

Pg. 25 

Peter realizes that he has no use for 
his little chair because he has 

outgrown it. Peter sits in the grown-
up chair by his dad and tells his dad 
that he now wants to help paint the 

small chair for Susie. I’m thinking 
Peter likes sitting in the grown-up 

chair because now his dad could put 
his around him. 

Pg. 25 

Peter is feeling that he is important to 
his family.  He must be thinking, “I am 
too big for that little blue chair. I am a 

big boy now, and I am special because I 
am a big brother. I don’t need that little 
chair anymore. Susie can have it. I am 

glad I am a big brother. I can sit in a big 
chair just like my Dad.”  I don’t think 

that Peter feels jealous anymore.  

Pg. 28 
Peter is helping his dad paint the chair 

for Susie. 
Pg. 28 

He realized that he was a big brother 
now. And even though baby Susie 

needed a lot of attention, his parents 
loved him just as much as they did 

before Susie joined the family. He was 
happy about sharing his favorite chair 

with his sister. 



 

 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that 
you stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 
Why did Peter take all of his 

things outside? 
 

Why did Peter want to run 
away? 

Why did Peter change his 
mind and decide to paint his 

chair pink? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 
 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea It is sometimes hard when a new baby becomes part of a family, but every child is special to their parents. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Create a nursery, adding photos of the students when they were babies, and baby 
items. Discuss ways babies need to be cared for and why they require so much attention.  
Writing Center: Give students paper and crayons, encourage children to write/draw their answer to 
the questions asked at the end of the read. How do you think Peter felt when he saw his dad painting his 
baby furniture pink? 
Art Center: Provide construction paper, scissors, glue, and magazines. Ask students what are some of 
their favorite belongings to have in their room. Using the magazines, explain that they can design a room 
of their dreams, making a collage of their favorite items. 

 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 



 

 

 
 
 

 


