
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Belonging/pertenecer o perteneciente a (pehr-teh-neh-sehr  o pehr-teh-neh-syehn-teh): to be part of/ser parte de algo

Discover/descubrir (dehs-koo-breer): to find or learn something new/encontrar algo nuevo o por primera vez 

Delight/deleitar (deh-ley-tahr) (verb): to really like something/cuando te gusta algo mucho

Familiar/familiar (fah-mee-lyahr): to already know about it/algo que ya conoces, que ya has visto antes

Identity/identidad (ee-dehn-tee-dahd): who I am/lo que hace qyue yo sea yo 

Main Idea: Making and sharing food with people connects us, or brings us together, and gives us a feeling of belonging. 

Inquiry Questions:  Where does my food come from? What does my body need to grow and be healthy?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
What is an important part of your identity or culture that we might not know about? Help us get to know your child more by sharing about this part of your 
family’s identity. Consider sending in a photo or writing a short story that celebrates “who I am.”



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Dramatic Play/Art/
Sensory: 

Make homemade playdough (no 
color) and put out rolling pins and 
other items so children can enjoy 

pretending to make fry bread, 
or make sculpture art from 

the dough!

Explore More: 

Read “May We Have 
Enough to Share” by Richard 

Van Camp and the indigenous 
women photographers from 

teaandbannock.com for 
contemporary stories and 

stunning images.

Morning Meeting/
Shared Writing:

Ask children “How can we help 
each other feel like we all belong 

in our classroom community?” 
Create a list and try to do these 

things throughout the week.

Morning Meeting:

Learn more about each child’s 
identity. Ask children to bring 

in something familiar and special 
to them and show & tell their 
friends. Have a few children 

share each day. What did 
you discover about your 

friends?

Meal Time: 

As you enjoy meals 
and snacks together, talk 

about the flavors you taste. 
Are they familiar, or are 

you discovering new 
flavors?

Family Connection:

What is an important part 
of your identity or culture that 

we might not know about? Help 
us get to know your child more 

by sharing about this part of 
your family’s identity.

Fry Bread 
by Kevin Noble Maillard 

Family Connection:

Send home the recipe for fry 
bread from the back of the book.

Encourage families to make it 
together and enjoy! Send in some 
for our class to taste and/or send 

photos or videos.



Supporting Dual Language Learners with Focus Word Visuals

Purpose: Support dual language learners as they develop vocabulary and story comprehension by briefly introducing the 
focus words for the Anchor Book with visuals, a child-friendly definition, and connecting the word in English to the word in 
the home or first language. These DLL visuals have the focus word and child-friendly definition in English and in Spanish with 
the Spanish phonetic pronunciation in parentheses. Use tools like Google translate to listen to the word and practice the 
pronunciation in Spanish before sharing. If children in your classroom speak another home or first language, ask colleagues or 
families to help translate the focus words or use online tools to look up the words in this language. 
Instructions: Print this document and cut apart the words before sharing the story with your children. Quickly introduce these 
visual supports before the STATE of the START read saying, "Before reading our story, I want to share some special words 
you are going to hear in this story." Don't quiz children; just quickly introduce the words and begin the START read. A quick 
introduction showing the DLL Focus Word Visuals and connecting it to the word in English and the children’s first languages 
will build familiarity with the meaning of focus words. 
Checking for understanding: Remember that you are building familiarity by offering this connection between the visual and 
the word in the first language and in English, but there is no need to quiz children. Listen for and support the children to 
use the English and the first language version of the focus words as they retell the story and throughout the week as they 
participate in engagements that integrate this word in authentic conversations across content areas all week! You’ll soon hear 
them using these complex words in meaning-filled and authentic conversation! 

Fry Bread by Kevin Noble Maillard 

Belonging/pertenecer o perteneciente a (pehr-teh-neh-sehr  o 
pehr-teh-neh-syehn-teh): to be part of/ser parte de algo



Discover/descubrir (dehs-koo-breer): to find or learn something 
new/encontrar algo nuevo o por primera vez 

Delight/deleitar (deh-ley-tahr) (verb): to really like something/
cuando te gusta algo mucho



Familiar/familiar (fah-mee-lyahr): to already know about it/algo que ya 
conoces, que ya has visto antes

Identity/identidad (ee-dehn-tee-dahd): who I am/lo que hace qyue yo 
sea yo


