Centering families, their cultures,
stories, and languages in our classroom

Family-teacher partnerships help both

teachers and families learn and grow so that
together they can help foster children’s healthy
development. The activities below are ideas
to engage with families in your class and share

your cultures, stories, and language.
o

Connection to Themes: Family and Friends

What does it mean to be a
family? Who is special to me?

Share Connections in the Classroom

/Send in pictures of your family. We will post
pictures in the classroom at eye level/close
to floor level for infants. Throughout the
day, we will point to pictures and name each
family member and ask older children what

makes each person in the photo special.

How does your family greet or welcome
friends in your family/culture? Can you
share these greetings with the class? Send
a photo or video? If there is a unique song,
handshake, greeting, etc., we will invite
children to teach the class and use those
greetings across the year.

/Families and friends enjoy being together.
What is something your family and friends
enjoy doing together? Send in family
photos of these joyful activities. We will
post the photos around the room and
invite children to share the photos and talk

about the joyful activities. )

Connect Together

How does your family spend their free time
or weekends? (Let’s connect and share
with each other - either virtually or in the
classroom.) If possible, schedule a weekend
meet-up doing one of the special activities.

What songs help your family relax, and what
songs make you excited
and eager to dance?
Listen, dance, and
sing to those
songs together
at home.
Contribute
a songto

a class
playlist to
play across
the day,
year, and at
community
events.

Getting to know eachother. Please complete the
Family Language/Culture Survey &
All Abo

(English & Spanish) (English & Spanish)
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