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Cox Campus Guide: Sharing Ideas Through Writing, Preschool/PreK 

NOTE: This tool was created to help guide you through the Sharing Ideas Through Writing course in a meaningful and intentional way.  The course has been broken down 

into smaller pieces with reflection and practice built into each.  Also included are the Expected Child Outcomes that directly align to the strategies presented in Power of 

Language.  Users have found when they follow this guide; implementation of the strategies is more effective in the classroom. 

Expected End-of-Year Child Outcomes for Sharing Ideas Through Writing (Preschool/PreK): 

PRESCHOOL 36-48 PRE-K 48-60 
Uses writing tools with adult guidance. 
 
Uses scribbling, letter-like forms, or some recognizable letters to express ideas, feelings and 
opinions. 
GELDS: CLL9.3a, CLL9.3b 

 Uses recognizable letters to write own first name. 

 Uses letter-like forms or recognizable letters to express ideas, feelings and opinions. 

 *Uses letters to represent first sounds in words. 

 *Uses letters that represent prominent sounds in words. 

(Dog- DG, Like- LK) 

 Uses writing tools. 

*Some children may be able to write letters that represent the sounds they hear in words they 

write, but it is perfectly fine if this doesn’t happen until kindergarten. 
GELDS: CLL9.4a, CLL9.4d, CLL9.4b 

Uses drawing, scribbling to communicate meaning and for multiple purposes.  

 Writes name to show ownership 

 Makes a list of things to take on a trip  
GELDS: CLL9.3c 

Writes to convey meaning and for multiple purposes (express ideas, feelings, and opinions).  

 Labels pictures in drawings 

 Writes about drawing 

 Writes about favorite part of a story 
GELDS: CLL9.4c 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Rollinsinfo@AtlantaSpeechSchool.org


 

                                                      
This material is copyright protected by the Rollins Center for Language & Literacy at the Atlanta Speech School. Please reproduce for 

use with teachers, leaders, and parents. For more information, contact the Rollins Center at Rollinsinfo@AtlantaSpeechSchool.org. 

 
Rollins Center for Language & Literacy 

 

  

Cox Guide: Shared Ideas Through Writing, Preschool/PreK 

Course/Lesson Guiding 

Questions  

Action Steps  How will I know I’ve been successful 

with my action steps?  

Extra Support/ 

Resources available 

on Cox Campus 

Sharing Ideas 

Through 

Writing: 

Bringing It All 

Together Steps 

1 - 16 

Overview: This 

lesson will give 

you an overview 

of emergent 

writing and its 

purpose. You 

will learn how 

writing is a 

window into 

what a child is 

feeling and 

thinking, sparks 

conversation, a 

form of 

expression, and 

is used to 

measure 

progress. You 

will hear how 

What are some 

characteristics of 

emergent writing?  

What is the 

difference 

between 

handwriting and 

emergent writing? 

How do the 

characteristics of 

emergent writing 

support children 

and lift language? 

 

 

Watch: In the Cox Campus Resource library, 

visit the model classrooms and take a look 

at the list of materials and suggestions for 

your writing center. How could you stock 

your classroom writing center to encourage 

emergent writing? Where are some other 

areas in your classroom where you could 

add writing materials? 

Plan:  Plan ways to use and include more 

writing materials in all centers to 

encourage emergent writing. 

Practice:  Select an area of your classroom 

such as the dramatic play area and add 

writing materials (i.e., notepads and pencils 

for taking food orders in a restaurant). 

Introduce these materials during intro to 

centers. 

Reflect: How did the addition of writing 

materials to the dramatic play center 

encourage conversation? How did this 

activity provide opportunities for the 

children to experience the characteristics of 

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on 

first page 

Teacher Indicators: 

- Teacher creates a safe, nurturing, loving 

environment where children are given 

multiple opportunities throughout the 

day to hear and use spoken language, in 

English or in home language 

- Classroom environment is reflective of a 

No Shhh Zone where every child’s voice is 

honored, and teachers gain children’s 

attention through the use of 

developmentally appropriate strategies 

Classroom Environment 

- Well-stocked writing center (distinct 

from art) 

- Writing materials are available 

throughout the room 

- Sign-in lists are available and used by 

children 

Read the following 

documents in the 

Resource Library: 

- Emergent Writing 

Activities Teaching 

Aid  

- Tuning-in and 

Responsive 

Instruction for 

Emergent Writing 

Teacher aid  

- Visit the Cox 

Campus Resource 

Library and click 

“Model Classrooms” 

and explore the 

“Writing Center”  
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children learn 

about writing by 

observing 

others.  

emergent writing? Share your experience in 

the Cox Campus community. 

- Morning message or other teacher 

routine is used by teacher to build 

children’s understanding of writing 

- Writing/journaling is a part of the 

daily/weekly routine 

Sharing Ideas 

Through 

Writing: 

Bringing it All 

Together Steps 

16 - 39 

Overview:  

This lesson 

describes how 

the Read Right 

from the Start 

strategies you 

have learned 

impact writing. 

You will learn 

how to 

incorporate 

TALK, START, 

and REAL time 

strategies into 

Emergent 

Writing. 

How can 

emergent writing 

support TALK, 

START, and REAL 

time strategies? 

How does PAC 

Time activities 

support emergent 

writing?  

 

 

Plan: Plan an emergent writing activity 

connected to what you are doing for one of 

the other RRFTS strategies you are already 

implementing (i.e., START, TALK, REAL 

Time, or PAC Time). (i.e., You might have a 

writing activity connected to the START 

book you are reading. For example, you 

could provide materials for children to 

write a letter to someone special like Peter 

does in the story, A Letter to Amy. Or you 

could have children observe something you 

have been talking about in REAL time and 

have them write down the observations 

they make.)  You can use the Emergent 

Writing Activities Teaching Aid Resource 

and the Emergent Writing Sample Lesson 

Plans for support.  

Think about the following when planning: 

- When will this activity take place? (i.e., 

small group? During centers?)  

- What materials will children need? 

- How will you introduce this activity?  

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on 

first page 

Teacher Indicators: 

- Writing materials are available 

throughout the room 

- Helps understand that writing is a way 

to communicating thoughts, feelings, and 

ideas 

- Encourages children to write, regardless 

of their developmental level 

- Encourages children to talk about their 

writing 

- Teacher pushes in and pulls out rich 

language: tier 2 words, well-formed 

sentences, and correct grammar and 

syntax 

 

Read the following 

documents in the 

Resource Library: 

- Emergent Writing 

Activities Teaching 

Aid 

- Emergent Writing 

Sample Lesson Plans 

- Emergent Writing 

Teaching Aid 

- PAC and Emergent 

Writing 
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- How will you engage in meaningful 

conversations with children during this 

activity?  

Practice: Implement your planned 

emergent writing activity.  

Reflect: How did the writing activity 

support the RRFTS strategy you connected 

it to? How did children respond to the 

activity? How did it help to lift children’s 

language and promote conversation? 

Connect: Connect and collaborate with 

other teachers on the Cox Campus 

“community discussion” board to share and 

receive ideas on how to incorporate all the 

strategies with emergent writing!  

Sharing Ideas 

Through 

Writing: Learn 

More Third 

Grade 

Standards 

 Overview:  

This lesson 

discusses the 

connection 

between 

emergent 

- Why were 

writing standards 

created? Why is 

3rd grade so 

important? 

- What 3 types of 

writing are 3rd 

grade standards 

focused on? 

Reflect: How are emergent writing 

activities connected to other RRFTS 

strategies like: START, REAL Time, PAC Time 

and TALK similar to third grade reading 

standards? 

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on 

first page 

Teacher Indicators: 

-Understand the importance emergent 

writing now has on children’s success 

later on in 3rd grade and beyond 

 

 

Additional 

Resources: 

-Common Core 

Standards - 

http://www.coresta

ndards.org/resource

s 

- Puranik, C. S., & 

Lonigan, C. J. (2011). 

From scribbles to 

scrabble: Preschool 

children`s 
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writing with 

young children 

and writing 

standards in 

third grade and 

beyond.  

developing 

knowledge of 

written language. 

Reading and writing, 

24, 567-589.  

Sharing Ideas 

Through 

Writing: Goals, 

Stages, and 

Types  

Overview:  

In this lesson, 

teachers will 

learn to 

recognize and 

understand the 

different stages 

of writing and 

the purposes of 

each.  

- What are the 

emergent writing 

goals?  

- What stages of 

writing do you see 

most currently 

happening in your 

classroom? What 

types of writing 

do you see 

occurring?  

 

Practice: Collect work from five children. 

Using the Five Stages of Writing video 

segment, determine the writing stages of 

the children. Share your reflections with 

your coach or facilitator for feedback. 

 

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on 

first page 

Teacher Indicators: 

- Monitors children’s developmental 

progress using anecdotes, checklists, 

assessments, etc. and plans intentionally 

based on this information; over time sees 

growth in children’s development (see 

expected child outcomes) 

- Evidence of responsive instruction 

(differentiation) for emergent writing 

based on individual student needs. 

 

Read the following 

documents in the 

Resource Library: 

- Emergent Writing 

Lesson Plan 

Template 

- Emergent Writing: 

Goals, Stages, and 

Types Teaching Aid 

Sharing Ideas 

Through 

Writing: Learn 

More 

Expository 

Writing 

- What is 

expository 

writing? Why is it 

important for 

children to use 

expository 

writing? 

Reflect: In what ways are your currently 

incorporating expository writing in your 

classroom? After reviewing this lesson, are 

there other ideas you would like to try? 

Connect: Visit the Cox Campus Community 

Discussion to talk with other teachers 

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on 

first page 

Teacher Indicators: 

- Understand the importance of 

expository writing and practices the type 

of writing with children 

Additional 

Resources:  

- Gerde, H., 

Bingham, G., & 

Wasik, B. (2012). 

Writing in early 

childhood 
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Overview:  

In this lesson, 

you will learn 

more 

information on 

expository 

writing and how 

to practice 

expository 

writing with 

young children.  

 about how they incorporate expository 

writing in their classrooms.  

 classrooms: 

Guidance for best 

practices. Early 

Childhood Education 

Journal, 40(6), 351-

359. 

- Strachan, S., Duke, 

N., & Teale, W. 

(n.d.) Developing 

preschool children`s 

writing. The DLM 

Early Childhood 

Express: Wright 

Group/Mc Graw-

Hill. 

- Schickedanz, J. A., 

& Casbergue, R.M. 

(2004). Writing in 

preschool: Learning 

to orchestrate 

meaning and marks. 

Newark, DE: 

International 

Reading Association. 

- Schickedanz, J. A., 

& Collins, M.F. 

(2013). So much 

more than the ABCs: 

The early phases of 
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reading and writing. 

Washington, DC: 

National Association 

for the education of 

Young Children. 

Sharing Ideas 

Through 

Writing: 

Emergent 

Writing 

Implementation 

Plan 

Overview: 

This course 

shows you how 

to use the 

emergent 

writing 

implementation 

plan to support 

children’s 

writing. 

Why is it 

important to 

implement the 

plan in teaching 

emergent writing? 

How do the 

writing types 

overlap 

throughout the 

year? 

 

 

Plan:  Using the Emergent Writing 

Implementation Plan, choose an 

appropriate type of writing to focus on 

based on where you think your children are 

(Note: children most likely could be ready 

for different things so plan accordingly). If it 

is the beginning of the year, it might be 

more appropriate to focus on writing 

names and listing. If it is towards the end of 

the year, your children may be ready for 

expressing ideas and preferences or 

expository writing. It all depends on what 

they have already been exposed to as well 

as what their needs currently are. 

Remember, wherever they are, you won’t 

teach a skill and then move on. You will 

continue to revisit these skills throughout 

the year.  

In the next lesson, you will learn the 

strategy needed to teach the type of 

writing you selected. 

Connect: Remember the testimonials at the 

beginning of this lesson, share your own 

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on 

first page 

Teacher Indicators: 

- Evidence of Emergent Writing 

implementation plan to guide instruction 

Read the following 

documents in the 

Resource Library: 

- Emergent Writing 

Implementation 

Plan  

- Emergent Writing 

Implementation 

Plan Teaching Aid  
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testimony on the Cox Campus Community 

Discussion board! 

Sharing Ideas 

Through 

Writing: 

Teaching 

Strategies for 

Emergent 

Writing  

Overview: 

This lesson 

explains the 

Show Me, Guide 

Me, Let Me Try 

teaching 

method. 

- How does the 

three-part 

strategy support 

emergent writing 

instruction in 

classroom? 

 

Plan: Using the type of writing you selected 

previously and the Emergent Writing 

Lesson Plan Template from the Resource 

Center, plan a small group writing activity 

using the three step teaching method. 

Note: You can use the Emergent Writing 

Sample Lesson Plans for ideas.  

Practice:  Videotape yourself while 

implementing your planned activity with 

your small group.  

Reflect: Using the teacher indicators, watch 

the video and reflect on how the three-part 

strategy worked for you. What do you feel 

went well? What are areas you would like 

to continue to grow? Share your thoughts 

with you coach or facilitator. You can also 

always receive support in the Cox Campus 

Community.  

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on 

first page 

Teacher Indicators: 

- Appropriately models the skill(s) being 

targeted (Show Me) 

- (Small Group or Individually) Provides 

sufficient opportunity for guided practice 

by involving children in the activity (Guide 

me) 

- (Small Group or Individually) Provides 

opportunity for independent practice (Let 

Me Try) 

- Helps children understand that writing is 

a way to communicating thoughts, 

feelings, and ideas 

- Encourages children to write, regardless 

of their developmental level 

- Encourages children to talk about their 

writing 

- Evidence of Emergent Writing 

implementation plan to guide instruction 

- Teacher pushes in and pulls out rich 

language: tier 2 words, well-formed 

Read the following 

documents in the 

Resource Library: 

- Emergent Writing 

Daily Activities  

- Emergent Writing 

Checklist  

- Emergent Writing 

Sample Lesson Plans  

- Small group writing 

activities 
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sentences, and correct grammar and 

syntax 

- Teacher creates a safe, nurturing, loving 

environment where children are given 

multiple opportunities throughout the 

day to hear and use spoken language, in 

English or in home language 

- Classroom environment is reflective of a 

No Shhh Zone where every child’s voice is 

honored and teachers gain children’s 

attention through the use of 

developmentally appropriate strategies 

Sharing Ideas 

Through 

Writing: Learn 

More Emergent 

Writing with 

English Learners  

Overview:  

This lesson 

provides 

strategies for 

adapting 

Emergent 

Writing 

Activities for 

English Learners 

- How can you 

help support 

English Learners 

with emergent 

writing? 

Plan: If you haven’t already, learn all you 

can about each child’s background in your 

classroom: 

Try to find out: 

 How many languages they know 

 Whether they learned these 

languages at the same time 

 What language they prefer to 

speak 

 What language is spoken at home 

 What experience they have had 

with English, specifically with 

writing English 

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on 

first page 

Teacher Indicators: 

- Accepts code switching as a normal part 

of bilingual development and responds 

appropriately (responds in one language 

only) 

- Uses a few words in the child’s home 

language, when appropriate; if bilingual 

(or speaks the child’s home language), 

uses HL to support instruction and 

learning. 

- Scaffolds learning and language 

development, providing appropriate 

supports, related to the child’s level of 

Read the following 

documents in the 

Resource Library: 

- California 

Preschool 

Instructional 

Network. (2006) 

Developmental 

writing: What does 

it look like, and how 

can it be supported? 

http://www.coin.us/

docs/mod_writing2.

3.06final.pdf 

-Ford, K. (2010). 8 

strategies for 
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(Dual Language 

Learners). 

Practice: Try out some of the ways to adapt 

emergent writing activities for English 

Learners (Dual Language Learners). You can 

support home language, build on 

similarities, and/or provide scaffolding. 

Share your experience and ideas in the Cox 

Campus Community Discussion! 

language, e.g., use of small groups, 

visuals, objects, pairing with a more 

advanced peer, use of interactive 

supports 

- Creates varied opportunities to model 

language for DLLs and provides multiple 

opportunities for DLLs to practice use of 

English. 

- When interacting in small groups or one-

on-one, supports DLLs’ English learning 

through the use of:  

o Gestures, pointing, and actions 

o Repetition of key words in the 

children’s home language (when 

possible) and in English 

o Use of a few words in the child’s 

home language 

o Narration (self-talk and parallel 

talk) 

o Expanding on child’s answer 

o Requesting oral response rather 

than gesture, when appropriate  

o Asking simple yes/no questions or 

questions with few choices, e.g., 

is it ____ or ___? 

preschool ELLs’ 

language and 

literacy 

development. 

Retrieved from 

http://www.colorinc

olorado.org/article/

36679/ 

-Matera, C. (2011). 

The Effects of an 

early writing 

intervention with 

preschool dual 

language learners. 

http://cageadstart.o

rg/2011RI/Cmatera.

pdf 
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o Providing additional wait time 

o Asking open-ended questions, 

when appropriate  

Sharing Ideas 

Through 

Writing: Using 

Small Groups 

Overview:  

This lesson will 

help you learn 

how to create 

more effective 

small groups.  

- What are the 

benefits of small 

groups? 

 

Plan: Based on your observations and 

children’s needs, plan another small group 

emergent writing activity. Think through 

the following when planning: 

- What children will you select for 

this small group and why? 

- What is your objective/purpose? 

- What activity will you do? 

- How will you provide modeling and 

guided practice? 

- How will you scaffold? 

- How will you know children have 

learned the objective? 

 

Thinking about your reflections on the last 

emergent writing activity you did, 

remember to incorporate what you 

identified as areas for growth.  

Practice:  Videotape yourself again while 

implementing your planned small group.  

Reflect: Using the teacher indicators, watch 

the video and reflect on how the small 

group went. Did children achieve the 

objective? Did you introduce the activity? 

Did you provide modeling and guided 

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on 

first page 

Teacher Indicators: 

- Appropriately models the skill(s) being 

targeted (Show Me) 

- (Small Group or Individually) Provides 

sufficient opportunity for guided practice 

by involving children in the activity (Guide 

me) 

- (Small Group or Individually) Provides 

opportunity for independent practice (Let 

Me Try) 

- Helps children understand that writing is 

a way to communicating thoughts, 

feelings, and ideas 

- Encourages children to write, regardless 

of their developmental level 

- Encourages children to talk about their 

writing 

- Evidence of Emergent Writing 

implementation plan to guide instruction 

Read the following 

documents in the 

Resource Library: 

- Emergent Writing 

Implementation 

Plan  

- Small group writing 

activities 

- Emergent Writing 

Lesson Plan 

Template 

- Video Resource 

Library: Watch Small 

Group Emergent 

Writing 
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practice? What improvements did you see 

from the last emergent writing activity you 

videotaped? What are areas you would like 

to continue to grow? Share your thoughts 

with you coach or facilitator. You can also 

always receive support in the Cox Campus 

Community. 

Watch: For extra support, visit the 

Resource Video Library to watch the 

following example of a small group writing 

activity: 

- Small Group Emergent Writing 

- Evidence of responsive instruction 

(differentiation) for emergent writing 

based on individual student needs. 

- Teacher pushes in and pulls out rich 

language: tier 2 words, well-formed 

sentences, and correct grammar and 

syntax 

- Monitors children’s developmental 

progress using anecdotes, checklists, 

assessments, etc. and plans intentionally 

based on this information; over time sees 

growth in children’s development (see 

expected child outcomes) 

- Teacher creates a safe, nurturing, loving 

environment where children are given 

multiple opportunities throughout the 

day to hear and use spoken language, in 

English or in home language 

- Classroom environment is reflective of a 

No Shhh Zone where every child’s voice is 

honored and teachers gain children’s 

attention through the use of 

developmentally appropriate strategies 

Sharing Ideas 

Through 

Writing: 

Emergent 

Writing 

- How can center 

time support 

emergent writing? 

Plan:  Take a look at the materials for 

writing available for children in your 

classroom. Plan ways to best use these and 

ways you might add to your supply. Plan 

ways to include TALK strategies when 

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on 

first page 

Teacher Indicators: 

Read the following 

documents in the 

Resource Library: 
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Activities Steps 

1-17 

Overview: 

This course 

describes 

writing activities 

for center time. 

- What are some 

writing activities 

that you are 

already doing at 

your center time?  

talking with children about their EW work. 

(i.e., After using the TALK strategy as a child 

describes a picture, expand this into an EW 

activity by suggesting the child label his 

drawing.) 

Practice: 

Think about your children right now, what 

writing types are you working on with 

them? What stage of emergent writing are 

most of them in? With this information in 

mind, plan out an appropriate writing 

activity you could include in a center. If you 

need further support, think about how you 

could connect this activity with what you 

are doing in other RRFTS strategies. For 

example, if you are learning about 

butterflies during REAL time, after you read 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar, maybe your 

writing activity is children observing a 

cocoon in the science center and drawing 

pictures and writing about what they see. 

You might encourage them to label their 

pictures if that is the type of writing they 

are working on. (Refer to the resource on 

Cox Campus called Writing Activities and 

Sophisticated Storybooks for more 

examples) 

After you practice this activity, share your 

experience on the Cox Campus 

- Writing materials are available 

throughout the room 

- Appropriately models the skill(s) being 

targeted (Show Me) 

- (Small Group or Individually) Provides 

sufficient opportunity for guided practice 

by involving children in the activity (Guide 

me) 

- (Small Group or Individually) Provides 

opportunity for independent practice (Let 

Me Try) 

- Helps children understand that writing is 

a way to communicating thoughts, 

feelings, and ideas 

- Encourages children to write, regardless 

of their developmental level 

- Encourages children to talk about their 

writing 

- Evidence of Emergent Writing 

implementation plan to guide instruction 

- Evidence of responsive instruction 

(differentiation) for emergent writing 

based on individual student needs. 

- Teacher pushes in and pulls out rich 

language: tier 2 words, well-formed 

- Emergent Writing 

Daily Activities  

- Independent 

Writing Activities 

- Small group writing 

activities 

- Writing Activities 

and Sophisticated 

Storybooks 
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“Community Discussion” board with 

teachers like you! 

Reflect:  How did the addition of a writing 

activity enrich the children’s experience 

during center time? What meaningful 

conversations were you able to have with 

children around the writing activity? What 

vocabulary did you push in and pull out? 

sentences, and correct grammar and 

syntax 

- Monitors children’s developmental 

progress using anecdotes, checklists, 

assessments, etc. and plans intentionally 

based on this information; over time sees 

growth in children’s development (see 

expected child outcomes) 

- Teacher creates a safe, nurturing, loving 

environment where children are given 

multiple opportunities throughout the 

day to hear and use spoken language, in 

English or in home language 

- Classroom environment is reflective of a 

No Shhh Zone where every child’s voice is 

honored and teachers gain children’s 

attention through the use of 

developmentally appropriate strategies 

Sharing Ideas 

Through 

Writing: 

Responsive 

Instruction for 

Emergent 

Writing 

Overview:  

- Why do you 

think using the 

Emergent Writing 

Checklist is 

important? 

Reflect: During small groups, implement a 

writing activity and collect the children’s 

writing samples when you are done. Using 

the Emergent Writing Checklist, analyze 

your student’s work. Based on what you 

see and referring back to the Emergent 

Writing Implementation plan, adjust your 

lesson plans and emergent writing activities 

to better meet the needs of your children’s 

developmental needs. Share your plans 

with your coach or facilitator for feedback. 

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on 

first page 

Teacher Indicators: 

- Evidence of Emergent Writing checklist 

to guide instruction 

- Monitors children’s developmental 

progress  using anecdotes, checklists, 

assessments, etc. and plans intentionally 

based on this information; over time sees 

Read the following 

documents in the 

Resource Library: 

- Emergent Writing 

Checklist 

- Tuning in and 

Responsive 

Instruction for 
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This lesson 

shows  how to 

use the 

emergent 

writing checklist 

in order to be 

responsive to 

children’s 

needs. 

You can also share them with us on Cox 

Campus in the Community for support! 

growth in children’s development (see 

expected child outcomes) 

Emergent Writing 

Teaching Aid 

 

Sharing Ideas 

Through 

Writing: Learn 

More: Writing 

Workshop  

Overview:  

Writing 

workshop is an 

effective 

strategy for 

incorporating 

writing activities 

in your 

classroom every 

day.  

 

- How can a 

writing workshop 

be an effective 

way to support 

children’s writing? 

 

Plan:  Try planning out a writing workshop. 

Remember to include a mini-lesson, time 

for independent practice/journal time, 

conferencing with a few kids and sharing 

time (refer back to the Learn More for 

specific details). Hint: you can choose an 

objective that aligns with where your 

children are developmentally. For example, 

your mini-lesson can be on how to write 

lists.  

Practice:  Implement your writing 

workshop.  

Reflect:  How did including a mini-lesson 

and sharing time make the writing lesson 

more effective? How did conferencing help 

support children in their writing? 

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on 

first page 

Teacher Indicator: 

- Appropriately models the skill(s) being 

targeted (Show Me) 

- (Small Group or Individually) Provides 

sufficient opportunity for guided practice 

by involving children in the activity (Guide 

me) 

- (Small Group or Individually) Provides 

opportunity for independent practice (Let 

Me Try) 

- Helps children understand that writing is 

a way to communicating thoughts, 

feelings, and ideas 

- Encourages children to write, regardless 

of their developmental level 

Read the following 

documents in the 

Resource Library: 

- Emergent Writing 

Implementation 

Plan Teaching Aid 

- Emergent Writing 

Lesson Plan 

Template 
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- Encourages children to talk about their 

writing 

- Evidence of Emergent Writing 

implementation plan to guide instruction 

- Evidence of Emergent Writing checklist 

to guide instruction 

- Evidence of responsive instruction 

(differentiation) for emergent writing 

based on individual student needs. 

- Teacher pushes in and pulls out rich 

language: tier 2 words, well-formed 

sentences, and correct grammar and 

syntax 

- Monitors children’s developmental 

progress using anecdotes, checklists, 

assessments, etc. and plans intentionally 

based on this information; over time sees 

growth in children’s development (see 

expected child outcomes) 

- Teacher creates a safe, nurturing, loving 

environment where children are given 

multiple opportunities throughout the 

day to hear and use spoken language, in 

English or in home language 

- Classroom environment is reflective of a 

No Shhh Zone where every child’s voice is 

honored and teachers gain children’s 
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attention through the use of 

developmentally appropriate strategies 

Sharing Ideas 

Through 

Writing: Learn 

More: 

Scaffolding 

Writing 

Overview:  

This lesson will 

give you specific 

strategies on 

how to provide 

scaffolded 

support for 

writing 

activities.  

 

- What does it 

mean to scaffold 

children’s 

learning? 

Practice: Try out scaffolding with a few 

children in your class. Implement the 

strategy you learned in this lesson and 

videotape yourself while doing so.  

Reflect: Watch and reflect on your video. 

What went well with scaffolding? What do 

you think could have gone better? How did 

scaffolding benefit children? What will be 

your next steps? Share your thoughts with 

your coach or facilitator or in the Cox 

Campus Community! 

Expected Child Outcomes: See listed on 

first page 

Teacher Indicators: 

- Evidence of responsive instruction 

(differentiation) for emergent writing 

based on individual student needs 

- Encourages children to talk about their 

writing 

- Encourages children to write, regardless 

of their developmental level 

- Helps children understand that writing is 

a way to communicating thoughts, 

feelings, and ideas 

- Teacher pushes in and pulls out rich 

language: tier 2 words, well-formed 

sentences, and correct grammar and 

syntax 

Read the following 

documents in the 

Resource Library: 

- Refer back to video 

of Mary scaffolding 

in this lesson if 

needed 
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