
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Brilliant/brillante (bree-yahn-tay): very smart/alguien que es muy inteligente 

Courage/valentía (bah-lehn-tee-ah): doing something even when it is new, hard, or when you are feeling scared/hacer algo aún cuando sea nuevo, difícil o cuando 
tienes miedo de hacerlo  

Inspire/inspirar (eens-pee-rahr): to make you want to do something/algo que te mueve a hacer algo

Transform/transformar (trahns-fohr-mahr): to change completely/cambiar

Kindness/amabilidad (ah-mah-bee-lee-dahd): to do something that makes someone feel happy/cuando haces algo para que alguien se sienta feliz

Confidence/confianza o seguridad (kohm-fyahn-sah  o  seh-goo-ree-dahd): to feel really good, like you can do it/sentirse muy bien cuando haces algo, saber que 
puedes hacerlo bien

Main Idea: What you think and feel is important, big or small, we can all make a difference. We can be kind, inspire, encourage, and help others by what 
we say and do.

Inquiry Questions:  How can we take care of ourselves and each other? 
What does it mean to show kindness?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
Ask families to talk with their child about how they use their voice and their actions spread kindness. Together, select an object or picture that is special to your 
child and that helps them use their voice and their talents and share them with others. Invite them to bring it to school to share with the class why it matters to 
them and how it helps them use their voice.
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Morning Meeting:

Use your voice to share kindness. 
Put all the children’s names in a cup 
and pull one out and say kind things 

about that person. Encourage children 
to talk about what the child does and 
who they are rather than what they 

look like (Ex: It makes me happy 
when you say hello to me 

when I get to school).

Emergent Writing/
Writing Center:

We can use our words to express 
ourselves. Write letters to the people who 

inspire us to say thank you. Create posters to 
teach people about things we care about. 

Shared writing: What’s a problem we see in our 
school community? Brainstorm a list and then 

brainstorm possible solutions. 

Extend this to small groups: Create posters 
together to inspire other people in 
the school to make a change (cut 

pictures from magazines, 
draw, write, etc.).

Dramatic Play:

Set up a stage with 
pretend microphones for 

children to sing, say poems, 
or tell stories!

Family Connection:

Ask families to talk with their 
child about how they use their voice 
and their actions spread kindness. 

Together, select an object or picture that 
is special to your child and that helps 

them use their voice and their talents and 
share them with others. Invite them to 

bring it to school to share with the 
class why it matters to them and 

how it helps them use their 
voice.

Social Emotional 
Connections:

During Play- As children play outside, 
comment on their confidence and 

courage. What are they excited about? 
What risks are they taking to try new 

things? 

During Morning Meeting Discuss- “What 
can we do when we see someone is 
hurting?” Do a variety of role plays 

as a class to build confidence 
about how to show 

kindness.

Say Something! 
by Peter Reynolds

Language & Identity 
Connections:

People can share their voice in lots of 
different languages! What language do 
you speak? Can you teach us some new 

words in your first language? Wow -- you 
speak with such confidence! You inspire us 

to learn new things! (If other languages 
are not represented in your classroom, 

use this as an opportunity to learn a 
few words in a new language).

Art:

Print out pictures of beautiful 
paintings and photographs. In a 

small group, look at them together 
and talk about how they inspire you. 
Use art materials to create your own 

art inspired by the images.


