
 

Drum Dream Girl by Margarita Engle:  
Supporting Dual Language Learners with Focus Word Visuals 

 
Before beginning a START read, briefly introduce the focus words with visuals and a 
child-friendly definition and connect the word in English to the word in the home or 
first language. This introduction supports dual language learners’ story 
comprehension and vocabulary learning.  
 
In this resource, you will see the focus words translated into Spanish in red. In 
parentheses, you will see the phonetic pronunciation of this word in Spanish. Use 
tools like Google translate to listen to the word in Spanish before sharing to practice 
the pronunciation. 
 
If children in your classroom speak another home or first language than Spanish, ask 
colleagues or families how to translate the focus words or use online tools to look up 
the words in this language.  
 
Instructions: Print and cut out the focus words before sharing the story with your 
children (or project digitally). We suggest introducing them before the stating the 
purpose of the START read. You can say something like, "before reading our story, I 
want to share some special words you are going to hear in this story." Don't quiz 
children; just briefly introduce the words and begin the START read. 
 
You can also use the focus word cards after the story when engaging your students in 
vocabulary activities designed to help them learn and retain the focus words.  
 
Post the focus words up for students to reference and consider creating an illustrative 
focus vocabulary word wall. 
 
 



 

 
Whir / Zumbir (zoom-beer) – Low humming sound 

 
Comforting / Reconfortante (ray-con-for-taunt-ay) – Makes you feel 

taken care of 



 

 
Towering / Altísimo (all-tea-see-mo) – Standing up really tall 

 
Dare / Atreverse (ah-tray-ver-say) – Do something even though it’s 

scary 



 

 
Ripple / Ondular (on-do-lar) – Move like waves 

 
Deserve / Merecerse (mair-ay-sair-say) – When you should have 

something because of what you’ve done 
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