It

» Babies learn best through responsive interactions and

o) TALK

s SAMPLE

's Storytime!

conversational turns.

 Storytime is a great way to have meaningful conversations with
children that introduces new words, opens their minds to new
ideas and helps them to learn about emotions.

o Getting in the habit of reading and telling stories to babies will help
enhance secure attachment and create a fun way to continue to

bond for many years to come.

Visit the TWMB Grady Health Professionals YouTube Channel

for

more information.

Storytime with or without books is not just for bedtime, it’s a great way for parents and

caregivers to connect with babies and to help them learn language any time of the day!

The Big Picture

Encourage parents to read and tell
stories to their babies beginning in the
prenatal period

Encourage parents in the NICU to take
advantage of the lending library and
Shared Reading program

Engage others in the room to help tell
the stories

Epic documentation choices include:
Language is best for brain growth
and learning to read; Talk, Read,
Sing & Play; Use lots of loving words;
Parents are baby’s first and best
teacher; and Mom observed talking
(reading) with baby

Coaching Families
It is easy as R-E-A-D!
o Repeat the Book or Story: Children love listening to a story over and over again

» Engage & Enjoy: Make story time exciting by using different voices, using lots
of facial expressions and gestures

o Ask Questions: Ask questions during the story to increase engagement and
encourage conversational turns

e Do More: Extend the conversation (and the learning) by doing or saying
something that connects baby to the story

Scan for more info on
the READ strategy

Developed in Georgia, Talk With Me Baby (TWMB) is a collaborative initiative
that supports families and caregivers to talk, read, sing and play with their babies G r a d
to promote healthy early brain development and advance language skills. y

Want to learn more? Contact us at talkwithmebaby@gmh.edu.




