
Comprehension Formative Assessments

These formative assessment ideas provide insights into students’ 
comprehension skills. Remember to adapt the complexity of the tasks and the 
texts to match the grade level and reading abilities of your students.

Retell Rubrics
After a student reads a text ask them to retell what he or she read. As they retell the story, 

use a rubric to evaluate their understanding of vocabulary, ability to sequence events, 

inclusion of story elements, and more.

Summarizing with Sticky Notes
After reading a portion of text, give students sticky notes to write a brief summary. 

Collect and review the notes for understanding. One example of this is STP or “Stop, 
Think, Paraphrase” where students stop after reading a portion of text to reflect and think 

about what they have read. Then, they summarize the portion of text in their own words. 

Students can gradually work their way up to summarizing larger portions of text. Teachers 

can also help students combine and synthesize their sticky notes to write a chapter 

summary.

Graphic Organizers
Use graphic organizers to guide students’ thinking as they engage with the text and to 

evaluate their understanding of the story. Examples of Graphic organizers include: 

•	 Text Structures (i.e. Story Grammar, Nonfiction Text Structures, etc.)

•	 Background Knowledge Application (i.e. K-W-L Chart, etc.)

•	 Making Inferences and Applying Strategies

•	 Character Analysis

•	 And more

https://coxcampus.org/
https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/retell-rubric/
https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/non-fiction-text-structures-overview/
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Journal Prompts
Use journal prompts to evaluate student understanding of text. Student writing indicates 

how deeply they have comprehended the material and reveals any gaps in understanding.

Classroom Discussions
Participation in open, sustained discussions of reading content increases students’ ability 

to engage with text. Discussions are effective before, during, and after reading.

•	 Teacher-directed discussions: These discussions enable teachers to pose higher-

level language questions to scaffold students thinking about text and reveal student 

understanding.

•	 Partner talks: These discussions are an effective way for teachers to listen in and 

evaluate student understanding as students discuss reading material with their peers. 

This process also develops students’ oral language abilities.

Question Guides
Question guides scaffold students’ thinking processes even during independent readings 

of text. Teachers can carefully construct questions that evaluate multiple levels of language 

processing and require students to support their responses with evidence from the text.

•	 Literal: Students answer questions directly based on information explicitly stated in the 

text. 

	ԙ These questions involve facts and details explicitly stated, like “Who,” “What,” and 

“Where.”

•	 Inferential: Students answer questions that involve connecting ideas from the text, 

determining importance, and drawing on their background knowledge to make 

inferences based on the author’s words. 

	ԙ Questions that explore: “Why?” and “How?”

https://coxcampus.org/
https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/partner-talk-tip-sheet/
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•	 Critical and Evaluative: Students respond to questions that ask them to go beyond 

the text, extending their understanding by analyzing and evaluating information and 

examining multiple perspectives. These types of questions become more significant as 

students engage with higher-level and more complex texts. 

	ԙ “Based on the evidence in the text, do you agree or disagree with the author’s 

perspective? Provide reasons from the text to support your stance.”

Oral Summaries
Oral summaries and responses are particularly helpful in the primary grades because they 

allow students’ to share their insights prior to the ability to write extended responses. Oral 

summaries and responses are also a helpful accommodation tool for students who struggle 

with written expression. Teachers can utilize technology to capture multiple retellings in an 

efficient manner, such as a voice recording app or other tools:

•	 Flipgrid: Flipgrid is a platform designed for video discussions and presentations. 

It allows students to record short video clips, which can be used to provide oral 

summaries of reading material. Teachers can also use Flipgrid to create assignments 

and discussions around these summaries.

Extension Projects
An extension project aims to extend learning by allowing students to demonstrate their 

understanding of reading material in creative ways. Projects could involve artwork, writing 

a letter or short story, performing a scene, designing an advertisement or poster, creating a 

diorama, and more. These projects foster critical thinking, creativity, and allow students to 

express their unique perspectives and interpretations.

•	 Warning: It is critical to ensure activities are meaningful and require students to 

demonstrate an understanding of the text. Without planning, extension projects can 

often become a superficial and surface-level activity that becomes a distraction from 

the reading material.

https://coxcampus.org/
https://auth.flipgrid.com/signup

