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Language Assessments for DHH Students 
This document includes some of the many assessments that may be considered for school-age DHH students. However, this is not an exhaustive list. 

 

ASL Assessments 

Name of 
Assessment 

Acronym 
(“AKA”) 

Description Scoring Information 
Who Can/Should 
Administer 

ASL Communicative 

Development 

Inventory 2.0 

ASL-CDI Information 

ASL-CDI The ASL-CDI 2.0 is an updated American Sign Language 

adaptation of the MacArthur Bates Communicative 

Development Inventory. It is an assessment of early 

vocabulary knowledge in children learning American Sign 

Language. 

 

It provides information about not 

only how many signs the child 

knows, but also which kinds of 

signs the child knows and is still 

learning. 

Examiners should be 

professionals who are familiar 

with test procedures and have 

experience working with deaf 

children who use ASL.  

American Sign 

Language Proficiency 

Interview  

ASLPI Information 

 

ASLPI ASLPI assesses children’s expressive signed language, 

specifically their ability to produce a signed narrative with 

appropriate ASL grammatical features. 

It is primarily for deaf children (aged 4–13 years) who are 

learning ASL as a first language or any deaf children in this 

age group who use ASL, even with limited exposure to ASL 

or exposure to other signing systems.  

The test could also be used with older deaf children with 

learning disabilities or delayed/disordered language, 

although a comparison to the normative group would not 

be possible. With these children, the test could be used to 

determine their visual language developmental needs and 

strengths.  

The test might also be used with hearing children who use 

ASL as their primary way of communicating. 

This test uses a 0–5 scale,  

which is then converted to a 

GACE scale score between  

100 and 300 for an overall 

proficiency level. 

 

Testers must be fluent in ASL, 

meaning that they are native or 

near native signers (deaf 

people).  

Hearing people can take the 

training workshop and help with 

scoring, but the test must be 

administered, i.e., the language 

sample elicited, by a deaf 

person.  

All testers must complete the 

online training workshop and 

become certified as ASL 

Expressive Skills Test 

examiners. 
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ASL Expressive Skills 

Test 

ASL EST Information 

ASL EST This test, for ages 4–13 years, assesses child’s expressive 

signed language, specifically their ability to produce a 

signed narrative (story), using appropriate ASL grammar.  

It generates a raw score out of 

60, compared to a normative 

group for percentile ranking. 

Only those who have completed 

a workshop and become ASL 

EST certified can administer. 

ASL Receptive Skills 

Test 

ASL RST Information 

ASL RST This is designed to assess the understanding of (ASL) 

grammar in children aged 3 to 13 years. The assessment 

consists of a vocabulary check of 20 words, 3 practice 

items, and a total of 42 test items. It assesses various 

aspects of ASL grammar, including number/distribution, 

negation, noun/verb distinction, spatial verbs (location and 

movement), size/shape specifiers, handling classifiers, role 

shift, and conditionals.   

The test provides a standard 

score of the child’s receptive 

skills in ASL, or whether the child 

can understand ASL at an 

appropriate level for his/her age 

– in comparison to a sample of 

children normally acquiring ASL.  

Examiners should be 

professionals who are familiar 

with test procedures and have 

experience working with deaf 

children who use ASL. Fluency 

in ASL is not required, but basic 

ASL communication are 

minimally needed. 

Avant STAMP for ASL  

Avant STAMP for ASL 

Information 

The STAMP This assessment evaluates both receptive and expressive 

ASL skills, allowing for a comprehensive measurement of 

language proficiency. It is suitable for various contexts, 

including educational settings and employment 

evaluations. It’s used for second-language learners of ASL. 

This computer-adaptive Sign Language test is conducted 

entirely online and does not require a live interviewer, 

making it convenient and affordable! 

Results are recognized by 

American Council on Education 

(ACE) for college credit.  

This test is conducted online – 

the expressive test is scored by 

trained raters. The Expressive 

skill is scored by members of the 

ASL linguistics community that 

have undergone Avant Rater 

Certification training. 

Kendall 

Conversational 

Proficiency Rating 

Scale 

DHH Resource Details | 

MDE-LIO Library 

Management System 

Kendall P-

Levels 

This test is meant for ages birth to age 18 years.  

It’s a framework used to assess a learner's ability to 

interact in conversation with a native speaker of the 

language in various settings, including the hallway, 

cafeteria, and classroom. It includes a comprehensive 

checklist for visual language development and consists of 

four levels: Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, and 

Superior. 

This scale ranges from 0 to 7, 

with higher numbers indicating 

more advanced expressive skills 

for children. 

This test can be administered by 

qualified professionals who are 

trained to assess and evaluate 

expressive competencies. 
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English Language Assessments 

Name of 
Assessment 

Acronym 
(“AKA”) 

Description Scoring Information 
Who Can/Should 
Administer 

Comprehensive 

Assessment of 

Spoken Language – 2 

CASL-2 - 

Comprehensive 

Assessment of Spoken 

Language | Second 

Edition | Pearson 

Assessments US 

CASL-2 This test is meant for ages 3–21.  

This tool measures oral language skills across four 

structural categories: Lexical/Semantic, Syntactic, 

Supralinguistic, and Pragmatic Language. It’s particularly 

useful for speech-language pathologists (SLPs) in 

diagnosing language disorders and planning                     

interventions. 

Severity Ratings: Standard 

scores can indicate the severity 

of language difficulties: 

▪ Mild: 70–85 

▪ Moderate: 55–70 

▪ Severe: 55 and lower 

It can be administered by 

qualified professionals who are 

familiar with the tool and how to 

interpret its results. 

Cottage Acquisition 

Scales for Listening, 

Language, and 

Speech – 5 

CASLLS Information 

CASLLS-5 This is a developmental tool used by speech therapists to 

assess and track the progress of children with hearing 

deficits. It is particularly useful for children with cochlear 

implants or hearing aids and follows a developmental 

sequence similar to that of typically developing children. 

Information indicates child’s 

language level as:  

▪ Pre-verbal stage 

▪ Single-word stage 

▪ Combination stage 

▪ Complex language stage 

It can be administered by 

qualified professionals who are 

familiar with the tool and how to 

interpret its results. 

Expressive One-Word 

Picture Vocabulary 

Test – 4 

SpEd - Assessment 

Tool (EOWPVT-4: 

Expressive One-Word 

Picture Vocabulary 

Test-4) 

EOWPVT-4 The EOWPVT-4 is an individually administered, norm-

referenced assessment of how well persons age 2 years 0 

months to over 80 years can name (in English) the objects, 

actions, or concepts presented in full-color pictures. The 

EOWPVT-4 features additional items for younger children, 

as well as items applicable to older adults. 

Raw scores are reported as 

standard scores, percentile 

ranks, and (if necessary) age 

equivalents. 

Professionals with bachelor’s or 

higher degree in psychology or 

educational fields plus additional 

training in assessment can 

administer this test. 

Expressive 

Vocabulary Test – 3 

EVT-3 Information 

EVT-3 This test is meant for ages 2 years to 90+ years of age.  

It’s a norm-referenced and individually administered test of 

expressive vocabulary and word retrieval based on words 

in Standard American English and is often given in tandem 

with the PPVT. 

Age-based standard scores (M = 

100, SD = 15), percentiles, 

normal curve equivalents 

(NCEs), stanines, age 

equivalents and Growth Scale 

Values (GSVs). 

Qualified professionals, including 

speech-language pathologists, 

school psychologists, and other 

qualified individuals with 

expertise in language 

assessment can administer it. 
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Oral and Written 

Language Scales – II 

OWLS-II Information 

OWLS-II This is meant for ages 3–21 years.  

It’s a standardized assessment designed to evaluate the 

oral and written language skills of individuals aged 3 to 21.  

The second edition, known as OWLS-II, assesses 

receptive and expressive language through four co-normed 

scales: Listening Comprehension, Oral Expression, 

Reading Comprehension, and Written Expression. 

Scale scores include age-based 

and grade-based standard 

scores, test-age and grade 

equivalents, percentile ranks, 

and descriptive categories. 

Qualifications to administer:  

▪ A master’s degree in 

psychology or a related field 

(e.g., occupational therapy, 

speech–language pathology, 

special education)   

OR  

▪ A bachelor’s degree in 

psychology or a related field 

(e.g., occupational therapy, 

speech–language pathology, 

special education), plus 

additional training 

Peabody Picture 

Vocabulary Test – 5 

PPVT-5 Information 

PPVT-5 This is meant for 2 years to 90+ years of age.  

It’s a standardized assessment tool designed to measure 

receptive vocabulary ability. It evaluates the understanding 

of spoken words by requiring test-takers to select pictures 

that correspond to orally presented vocabulary items. The 

primary purpose of the PPVT is to provide an objective 

measure of an individual’s verbal comprehension and 

language development. 

Scores are typically presented as 

standard scores with a mean of 

100 and a standard deviation of 

15. 

It can be administered by 

clinicians, researchers, and 

qualified professionals, such as a 

speech-language pathologist, 

school psychologist, or other 

qualified individuals with 

expertise in language 

assessment. 

Preschool Language 

Scales – 5 

PLS-5 Information 

PLS-5 This is meant for ages birth to 8 years.  

It’s a comprehensive developmental language assessment 

with items that range from pre-verbal, interaction-based 

skills to emerging language to early literacy. 

It includes total language, 

auditory comprehension, 

expressive communication 

standard scores, growth scores, 

percentile ranks, language age 

equivalents. 

Speech-language pathologists, 

educators, and early childhood 

educators who are equipped with 

the expertise to evaluate and 

support children’s language 

development can administer it. 

Receptive One-Word 

Picture Vocabulary 

Test – 4 

ROWPVT-4 Information 

ROWPVT-4 This is meant for ages 2 years to 70+ years.  

It assesses receptive vocabulary; especially useful with 

individuals who are bilingual, speech impaired, withdrawn, 

emotionally troubled, or physically disabled. 

Raw scores, age equivalents, 

standard scores, and percentile 

rank are included. 

Professionals with bachelor’s or 

higher degree in psychology or 

educational fields plus additional 

training in assessment can 

administer it. 
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Structured 

Photographic 

Expressive Language 

Test – 3 

SPELT-3 Information 

SPELT-3 This is meant for ages 4 to 10 years.  

The Structured Photographic Expressive Language Test-

Third Edition (SPELT-3) allows for analysis of specific 

language structures that may not occur in spontaneous 

language samples. The child’s strengths and weaknesses 

can be readily identified.  

Test items target the child’s use of morphology 

(preposition, plural, possessive noun and pronoun, 

reflexive pronoun, subject pronoun, direct/indirect object, 

present progressive, regular and irregular past, future, 

contractible/uncontractible copula, 

contractible/uncontractible auxiliary) and syntax (negative, 

conjoined sentence, "Wh" question, interrogative reversal, 

negative infinitive phrase, propositional complement, 

relative clause, and front embedded clause). 

Standard scores, confidence 

intervals, percentile ranks, 

percentile bands and test-age 

equivalents are provided for 

children aged 4 through 9. 

 

Individuals who have a thorough 

understanding of child language 

development, particularly 

morphology and syntax, 

including a background in child 

language development and a 

thorough understanding of the 

test’s structure and scoring can 

administer this test. 
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Functional Listening Assessments 

Name of 
Assessment 

Acronym 
(“AKA”) 

Description Scoring Information 
Who Can/Should 
Administer 

Functional Auditory 

Performance 

Indicators 

 

FAPI Information 

FAPI This is a tool used to assess functional auditory skills of 

children with hearing loss. It evaluates auditory skills in 

seven categories: awareness and meaning of sounds, 

auditory feedback and integration, localizing sound source, 

auditory discrimination, auditory comprehension, short-term 

auditory memory, linguistic auditory memory  

The FAPI test is designed to be used by a range of professi

onals to provide an integrated hierarchical order of auditory

 skills assessment.  

Each category receives a 

percentage score which identifies 

the child’s listening skills for the 

items in that category. When the 

score in a category is in the 

“acquired” range (80%–100%), 

the child has mastered the skills 

for that category. Skills that are 

“in process” (36%–79%) are also 

strengths. 

The FAPI test can be given by a 

variety of professionals, including

parents, therapists, early  

interventionists, and teachers.  

They’re equipped to assess the  

functional auditory skills of  

children with hearing loss.  

 

Early Speech 

Perception Test 

ESP Information 

ESP This is a test of speech perception for children as young as 

3 years old who are profoundly deaf. The ESP may be 

used to establish objectives and to measure effects of a 

hearing aid or a cochlear implant in terms of their impact on 

the child’s speech perception ability. 

Categorizes performance into 

four levels: detection, pattern 

perception, some word 

identification, and consistent 

word identification.  

This test is typically administered 

by audiologists. 

Speech Perception 

Instructional 

Curriculum and 

Evaluation – 2 

SPICE Information 

SPICE-2 This is meant for ages 2–12 years. 

It’s an auditory training curriculum that is perfect for 

teachers of the deaf and SLPs looking for a curriculum for 

auditory skill development. It is designed to help you: 

▪ evaluate a student’s speech perception abilities 

▪ plan auditory skills instruction 

▪ measure and record student progress and 

▪ report to parents and other professionals 

From speech detection to suprasegmental perception, 

vowel and consonant perception and connected 

speech, SPICE includes skills and activities for beginning 

listeners and up. New goals include perceiving voice and 

manner in words, perceiving morphemes in plural nouns 

and past tense verbs, imitating nonsense words and 

following directions.  

Rating forms included in the kit 

allow for tracking speech 

perception abilities and progress, 

related to speech detection to 

suprasegmental perception, 

vowel and consonant perception 

and connected speech 

Teachers of the Deaf, SLPs, and 

other professionals in the field 

can administer this test. 
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Speech Articulation Assessments 

Name of 
Assessment 

Acronym 
(“AKA”) 

Description Scoring Information 
Who Can/Should 
Administer 

Arizona Articulation 

Phonology Scale – 4  

AAPS-4 Information 

AAPS This is meant for ages 18 months–21 years.  

It’s a standardized measure of articulation and phonology 

to help clinicians identify individuals who need speech 

sound services. 

The Arizona-4 offers the 

following scores: 

▪ Total Scores and associated 

Speech Intelligibility 

Interpretation Values 

▪ Standard Scores and 

associated Severity Ranges 

for level of articulatory and 

phonological impairment 

▪ Word and Sentence 

Articulation Critical Difference 

Score 

▪ Percentage of Occurrence for 

phonological error patterns 

▪ Percentage of Speech 

Improvement score for 

retesting 

Qualifications to administer: 

▪ A master’s degree in 

psychology or a related field 

(e.g., occupational therapy, 

speech–language pathology, 

special education)   

OR  

▪ Bachelor’s (plus additional 

training) A bachelor’s degree 

in psychology or a related field 

(e.g., occupational therapy, 

speech–language pathology, 

special education), plus 

additional training 

Bilingual Articulation 

and Phonology 

Assessment 

Bilingual Articulation 

and Phonology 

Assessment (BAPA 

Plus) 

BAPA This is a speech therapy software that automatically 

analyzes speech sound errors in both English and Spanish. 

Whether you’re a bilingual or monolingual clinician, BAPA 

has been crafted to cater to your assessment needs for 

bilingual Spanish/English students, or monolingual English 

or Spanish speakers.  

With a fully standardized 

measure of articulation, BAPA 

provides auto-analyzed results 

and reports, for speech 

therapists, educators, and 

professionals 

The assessment and activities 

are online, and the app provides 

the results and reports. 

Goldman-Fristoe Test 

of Articulation – 3 

GFTA-3 Information 

GFTA-3 This is meant for ages 2–21 and is designed to assess an 

individual’s ability to produce consonant sounds in various 

positions within words (initial, medial, final). It provides a 

systematic measure of articulation. 

Provides normative data that 

allows for comparison against 

age-appropriate benchmarks. 

Speech-Language Pathologists 

(SLPs) may administer this test. 

 


