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FEBRUARY CONNECTIONS AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENTS

We are thinking and talking about these questions as a school community.
We'd love for you to join us in exploring them with your family!

How does the world work? What do all living things need? How are living things connected to each
other and the Earth?

Sing and Dance Together: Rhythm and Rhyme

Sing, dance, and share stories of your family and your memories with each other! Listen to recordings of
songs you love and talk about them and sing and dance together. If your family speaks multiple languages
that is amazing! Teach your children special songs in all of your languages!

Talk about People & Ideas Together: Conversation Starters

Talking with and sharing your stories and ideas with your children as you experience the world together is an
incredible gift as it is building their brain, helping them make sense of themselves and the world, and foster-
ing even more connections between you and those they love.

e  Explore what nature means in outdoor spaces in your community. Go on a nature walks. Here are some
ideas for you and your family during these outdoor explorations:

e Point and help your child notice animals, plants, and nature along the walk by pointing, describing,
touching, and having conversations about what you see, hear, smell, and feel (breeze, warm sun, cool
wind) during the walk.

o Take a walk around the block and notice if there are ways living things in your community are camou-
flaged and hide well in their habitat. Talk about why that might help them find food and stay safe. May-
be draw or try to get a picture of the animal and its habitat to share with others in the class and commu-
nity!

e  Gather natural materials on a nature walk or outdoor playing session (seeds, leaves, sticks, grass, etc.).
Bring home the materials and create a unique art activity with your family using raw materials from na-
ture! Talk about what you found, what it was used for, and how you can incorporate it into the art piece
as you walk, play, and create together!

e As afamily take a “Listening Walk” around the neighborhood Try to walk silently to hear the sounds of
nature in your community. When you return home, talk about what you heard.

e Take pictures of the nature you observe and how it interacts with human-made objects. Wonder about
what impact the items can have on the world, on humans, on animals, plants, and other living things.

VOCABULARY FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY

These are the focus words from the stories for February. There are so many opportunities in our lives to talk
about and show kindness in our families and communities. Try incorporating some of these words in your
conversations with your child- bridging the vocabulary they are using and interacting with in school with
home!
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